r 


Reeutt ts! 


VOL.6 NO.11 
OCTOBER 1982 


BRS Sohn tee & 
ees kaa Ye 
oe 


Py Tat 


a 
et Ce 


oo 
oF 5 


i] 
a 


Ic 


§ Ist Country Mus 


It’s A Transatiant 
Change Round 
For Tammy @ Glen... 


ita 


Br 


— 
a 
> 3 

- 
S : 
a} 
oF 


PAGE TWO COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP, OCTOBER 1982 


October ir Country Music Month 


__ |e reemeanepeamme weer terrae iy st 


a even 


SiN VISOR 


Ont m1e0 PHE 
commer Fasriw ad 
ere 


7 


October is 
Country 


Music Month 


A Month In The Country 
Wherever You Are 


x ¥ x 


Worldwide 


% 
%& 
* 
«x 
€, 
x 


International 
Associate 


\eeo” 


Britain's Ist Country Music Newspaper 


COUNTRY 
MUSIC found up 


BRITAIN’S 
FOREMOST 
COUNTRY 
MUSIC 
JOURNAL 


Published Monthly 

Regd. address: Editorial Copy: 
Belgrave House, 32 Shaftesbury Ave 
Forest Park, Lincoln LN600N 

0522 685507 24 hour answer service 


VOL.6 NO.11 OCT 1982 


A TE 
Editors 


C. KETTLE. P.A. KETTLE 


Assistant to Editors. 
Sharon Sproats: 


kKakKkkk 
The views of our contributors are 
not necessarily those of the Editors. 
THIS MONTH'S CONTRIBUTORS: 


TRI-SON NEWS PETE SMITH. PETE NELSON. 
KEITH NEWTON. MICK GREEN. BEV WILLIAMS. 
D.K. HENDRY NOELCASEY. JIM DUNCAN. 
STUART CAMERON. SEAN DOHERTY. 
D.K. O’BOYLE. TONY BEST IAN WHITELAW. 
ERNIE SEARS. ANN CARMODY. W. WALLACE 
JOHN AUTTON. JOE ALLEN 
BRIAN AHERN. TERRY KEELER 
Photographers: 
JIM SILVERTHORNE. 
BRIAN SHELLEY. IAN TILBURY. 


To advertise in this paper 
Britain’s fastest growing 
Country Music publication 

0522 685507 


DISTRIBUTED BY: 
Spotlight Magazine Distributors Ltd., 
1 Benwell Road, : 
Holloway, London N7 


016076411 


Printed by:'L:S.G 
Witham House, Pelham Bridge; Lincoln LN5 8XE 


HK 


Established 
November 1976 


MARINA LABEL 
FLOATS 


A new British independant record 
label, Marina Records, is floated this 
month and is set to replace Country 
Road Records. M.D. of the new 
venture, David Burns Windsor, 
comments, “It was proving too 
complicated to negotiate the transfer 
of CRE from its existing owners so we 
have decided to start a new label. We 
are committed to developing a 
‘British’ country music sound and to 
introducing new American acts to the 
British market.” 


Details of the new Marina Records 
product can be found in the ‘Keeping 
Trax’ feature. 


Fred Foster, founder and chairman of 
the board of Monument Record 
Corporation, has announced a 
distribution deal with CBS Records, 
thus reviving a partnership which ran 
from 1971 to 1975. 


This domestic arrangement for the 
revitalised Monument label will 
include international representation 
in many countries, including the U.K. 
Thus the product of the following 
artists should be available here: Kris 
Kristofferson, Boots Randolph, 
Charlie McCoy, The Cherry Sisters, 
Connie Smith, Percy Sledge, The 
Muscle Shoals Horns, Larry Jon 
Wilson, Lisa Foster, Tommy Cash, 
Maxine Weldon and the Strommen 
Brothers. 


The first album release from the label 
will be titled ‘The Winning Hand’, a 
compilation which includes 
performances by Kristofferson, Willie 
Nelson, Dolly Parton and Brenda Lee. 


Monument Records, established in 
1958, was based in Washington D.C.. 
although all the recording sessions for 
the initial records were done in 
Nashville. Foster moved Monument to 
Nashville in 1960, making it the only 
label in the city recording pop. country 
and rhythm and blues music. 


NAME — 


DROPPIN 


Crystal Gayle recently completed a 
deal with clothing firm Jordache, 
department chain store Mass 
Brothers and Florida’s Tampa Bay 
Rowdies soccer team. Anyone 
buying a pair of Jordache jeans at 
Mass Bros. were entitled to a 
double ticket for the Rowdies game 
and a Crystal Gayle concert. The 
Rowdies gate trebled to 30,000 get 
the message Chelsea??.....Johnny 
Lee and his wife Charlene Tillton, of 
Dallas fame, have named their new 
daughter Cherish.....One of the best 
‘new’ names to have hit the country 
music scene recently, MCA 
Records George Strait, can be 
heard singing his first No. 1 single 
‘Fool Hearted Memory’ in a scene 
in the film ‘The Soldier’.....BBC 
Radio London’s country DJ Bob 
Powel was recently interviewed by 
the police as a result of being 
likened to one of those photokit 
mockups of ‘Wanted’ people which 
are appearing more and more 
frequently on our TV screens. 
Happy outcome is that there are 
now some new country fans down at 
the local nick.....Richard Wootton, 
author of ‘Honky Tonkin’, has a 
new and interesting book out next 
month published by Virgin Books. 
Titled ‘The Illustrated Country 
Almanac’, the work is a day by day 
illustrated excursion through the 
history of country music.....Winner 
of the Music City Invitational 
Tennis Tournament this year, Dave 
Rowlands, participated in the recent 
three day Peachtree World Of 
Tennis Festival held in Atlanta. 
Rowlands joined with tennis buffs 
from such rock outfits as Jefferson 
Starship, Queen and Poco in 
forming musician/pro partnerships 
with tennis aces Vitas Gerulaitis, 
John Alexander, Mel Purcell and 
Fred McNair among others. Pro 
tennis winners received Gold 
Records while the musicians 
received big shiny trophies..... 
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NEWS 
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Glen Campbell heads for his fourth 
marriage next month. The 45 year 
old singer is set to marry former 
dancer Kim Wollen, 23. The couple 
will live in Pheonix, Arizona, where 
Campbell, having sold his Los 
Angeles property, has bought five 
acres of orange groves. Meanwhile 
the gossip columnist have his 
former fiancee Tanya Tucker dating 
Andy Gibb.....Faron Young has 
dragged himself away from work on 
his new farm this summer to 
perform a hectic road schedule and 
fit in TV and film committments. 
After completing filming on the 
movie ‘Country Gold’ with Loni 
Anderson, Faron taped the ‘Jerry 
Reed TV Special’ in the company of 
Glen Campbell and Burt Reynolds. 
Look for news of an album 
soon.....‘Life with the Killer through 
the eyes of his child bride: the 
scandals, the songs and the on- 
going spiritual battles”. That's the 
come on for ‘Great Balls Of Fire’, 
the uncensored story of Jerry Lee 
Lewis, by Myra Lewis and Murray M. 
Silver Jnr. The book is published 
this month by Virgin Books in the 
U.K. and is destined to become a 
major motion picture.....Linda 
Cassady, who embarked on her third 
British tour last month, recently 
became a member of the Louisiana 
Hayride..... The Duffy Brothers have 
not been nominated for the Country 
Music Hall of Fame (or even The 
Hall of Infamy) this year. 


A late press release from Allen 
Promotions info’s:- 

Chris Beckett and Expression 
apologise to any fans that were 
disappointed at their non-appearance 
at The Worthing Festival on September 
19th. They refused to appear over a 
dispute with the organisers on the Tina. 
running order. They were not prepared 
to open the show as requested, as they 
believed it did not reflect the time and 
effort that the band and management 
have put in over the last year. Chris 
Beckett quotes: ‘We are not being 
petty, but expected the organisers to 
place us in a different position. when 
they refused to the change in the 


Pictured above, in happier times, 
Tammy singing to her brood, including 


RADIO NEW 


BBC Radio Bristol launch their new 
country music programme on Tuesday 
October 5th between 8-9pm. 


STAND BY YOUR.... 


Domestic crises - having revealed more than enough of them 
in her autobiography Stand By Your Man - continue to dog the 
life of Tammy Wynette. It is reported that Tina Jones, her 17 
year old third daughter by her marriage to Euple Bryd and 
who was later adopted by George Jones, has left her mothers 
home and placed herself in the care of a Tennessee foster 
home. 


running order we had no alternative but 
to withdraw. | hope our fans will 
understand.” 


Presented by Kelvin Henderson 
(pictured right) and Produced by Louis 
Robinson. 


C.M.A. 1982 AWARDS 


NELSON, SKAGGS, ALABAMA, LEAD THE WAY 


The awards merry-go-round comes to life with a bang 
in Nashville this month when the Country Music 
Association present their prestigious bullet shaped 
awards to industry voted winners in eleven categories. 
Ricky Skaggs, Alabama - both virtual newcomers to 
the big time awards scene - and the evergreen Willie 
Nelson take the honours at the nominee stage, all 


NOMINEES 


ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR: 


Alabama, Barbara Mandrell, Willie Nelson, Oak Ridge 
Boys, Ricky Skaggs: 


SINGLE OF THE YEAR: Always On My 
Mind/Willie Nelson/Columbia; Crying My Heart Out 
Over You/Ricky Skaggs/Epic; I'm Gonna Hire A Wino 
To Decorate Our Home/David Frizzell/Warner Viva: It 
Turns Me Inside Out/Lee Greenwood/MCA; Love In 
The First Degree/Alabama/RCA: fl 


ALBUM OF THE YEAR; Always On My 
Mind/Willie Nelson/Columbia; Big City/Merle 
Haggard/Epic; Bobbie Sue/Oak Ridge Boys/MCA; 
Mountain Music/Alabama/RCA,; Still The Same Ole 
Me/George Jones/Epic: 


SONG OF THE YEAR: Always On My Mind, 
Elvira, I’m Gonna Hire A Wino To Decorate Our 
Home, It Turns Me Inside Out, You're The Reason God 
Made Oklahoma: & 


FEMALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR; 
Rosanne Cash, Janie Fricke, Emmylou Harris, Barbara 
Mandrell, Juice Newton: 


MALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR; 


Merle Haggard, George Jones, Ronnie Milsap, Willie 
Nelson, Ricky Skaggs. 


three gain nominations in five different categories. 

It is the inclusion of the more unusual names among 
the nominees which spark an even greater degree of 
interest in this years awards. Besides Alabama and 
Ricky Skaggs, Lee Greenwood, David Frizzell, 
Rosanne Cash, Janie Fricke and Juice Newton are all 
recognised. 


VOCAL GROUP OF THE YEAR; 
Alabama, Larry Gatlin & The Gatlin Brothers Band, 
Oak Ridge Boys, Statler Brother, Tompall & The Glaser 
Brothers. @ 


VOCAL DUO OF THE YEAR; David 
Frizzell & Shelly West, Merle Haggard & George Jones, 
Waylon Jennings & Willie Nelson, Conway Twitty & 
Loretta Lynn, Don Williams & Emmylou Harris. 


INSTRUMENTAL GROUP ; 


Alabama, Charlie Daniels Band, Grand Ole 
Opry Staff Band, Oak Ridge Boys Band, Ricky Skaggs 
Band. @ 


INSTRUMENTALIST OF THE YEAR; 
Chet Atkins, Floyd Cramer, Johnny Gimble, Charlie 
McCoy, Hargus ‘Pig’ Robbins. & 


HORIZON AWARD; John Anderson, 
Rosanne Cash, David Frizzeli, Lee Greenwood, Ricky 
Skaggs. @ 


The awards are voted for by the 7,000 strong 
membership of the C.M.A. and the winners will be 
revealed at the 16th. Annual Awards Show which takes 
place at the Grand Ole Opry House in Nashville on 
October 11th. The show, televised live by CBS 
Television, will be hosted by Barbara Mandrell and Mac 
Davis. 
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nderstand Filthy Rich 

did so well in = 

its brief run this summer, 
CBS has given it a weekly timeslot 
starting in mid-October. Slim 
Pickens, who just underwent 
surgery to remove a tumor from his 
brain this summer, will star. The 
plucky 63-year-old character actor 
starred on last season’s ill-fated 
Nashville Palace. , 


<= 


P orter Wagoner will 

release his first Warner 
Brothers record shortly, is 

set for a spot in the new Clint 

Eastwood movie, Honky-Tonk Pe 

Man, currently filming in 5 


Tennessee counties, and will 
publish his biography -- shortly. 


Rattlesnake Annie McGowan is 
the latest to record a duet with 
Willie Nelson, 


T he personable Walter Carter 
has left his full-time position 
with The Tennessean 

newspaper in Nashville, to join the 
Oak Ridge Boys’ music publishing 
company in an executive position. 
Carter is a’gifted songwriter whose 
credits include recordings by Dr. 
Hook. 


Oo ffinal nominations “~ 
announced in this year’s run 
for the trophies from the 
Country Music Association: Kenny 
Rogers (who just signed a new 
recording contract for a reported 
$30 million with RCA) received no 
nominations. : 


ick Damron’s new RCA 

(Canada) album, Honky 

Tonk Angel has been 
released. Joe Bob Barn-Hill 
produced. Damron tours England, 


Holland and Germany thru 
October and November. 


ccording to the RIAA, Gold 
certificates are way off for 
singles in general, though 
they are up significantly in one 
category of music: hard-driving _ 
pop-rock. No country acts have 
netted gold singles so far this year. 
while four had done it by this point 
last year: { 


he Nashville music, 

film, video and other 

entertainment-related 
industries will showcase their 
products and services at 
Entertainment Expo ’82, 
Among the artists set to perform 
are Bobby Bare, T.G. Sheppard, 
The Oak Ridge Boys. 


vergreen Archie Campbell 

will host Yesteryear 

In Nashville, one of 
the programmes set to air on the 
Nashville Network when that_ 
national cable TV Service debutsin 
early 1983. The half-hour daily 
feature will be an informal look at 
the country music industry and the 
people who made it popular. One 
Yesteryear interview -- with Teddy 
and Doyle Wilburn is already on 
tape. 


ews on Dolly Parton, 

hospitalised in late 

August in New York 
after she began hemoraraghing, is 
that it forced cancellation of her 
first concert tour in 2% years. 
According to her press spokesman, 
Parton experienced a “‘severe 
recurrence of gynecological 
problems which have been plaguing 
her for the past three years”. She 
has undergone minor surgery 
“several times” in an attempt to 
avoid the major surgery 
recommended by physicians to 
remedy the condition. 


ugene Henry, 

President of EMI 

Music, has signed 
songwriter/singer, Wayne Carson, 
to a one record release. The single 
should be released by the time you 
read this and is titled Loving You 
Ain’t All | Got To Do, which Carson 
and Ronnie Reno teamed to write. 
Carson penned last year’s The 
Clown hit for Conway Twitty, and 
Willie Nelson’s current, Always On 
My Mind. This is his first effort as a 
recording artist. 


W: how would you celebrate 
your 100th birthday? 


With a cake? A few friends? With 
extreme caution? You could 
celebrate it with a country/ 
bluegrass jamboree like KS100 
Country in Cleveland, Ohio, did on 
September 12th. Razzy Bailey 
headlined the party with local 
bands and groups joining in. 


People Weekly (Sept. 6) 
spotlighted Rosanne Cash and a 
T.G. Sheppard's feature is 
forthcoming. 


& o....Johnny Paycheck’s 
problems with the law 

persist. He was arrested in 
Raleigh, N.C., last month for 
failure to pay a $26,000 judgement 
for not appearing at a 1979 concert 
in Greensboro. Paycheck was 
released when a bail bondsman 
agreed to quarantee payment of the 
civil judgement plus $6,219 in 
interest and court costs if the 
singer later is declared in default of 
the judgement. 


Hoyt Axton’s guest shot for the new 
CBS series, Seven Brides For 
Seven Brothers, reportedly came 
off so well, he has already signed to 
do another. Hoyt, who will have two 
films in release next fall, End 
Species for MGM and Heart Like A 
Wheel for 20th Century-Fox, has 
formed his own Hoyt Axton 
Productions. The motion picture 
and television production company 
is based in Tahoe City, California. 


Hollywood, Ca’s KHJ Radio held a 
contest in promotion of David 
Frizzell’s number 1 smash, I’m 
Gonna Hire A Wino To Decorate 
Our Home. The winner tossed a 
party in their home, with David and 
twenty other guests attending. This 
home was, of course, decorated 
with a portable bar, stereo, neon 
sign, etc... and KHd air personalities 
served as waiters and waitresses. 


Doyle Wilburn is reportedly 
responding well to radium 
treatments following lung surgery 
in July for cancer. 


Mickey Gilley, Johnny Lee and 
Hee Haw’s Linda Thompson 
Jenner have taped a segment of 
the ABC Fantasy Island series, set 
to air during the new 1982-83 
season. 


Dottie West’s version of If It’s 
Alright With You will be used on 
the sound track of the new David 
Carradine movie, Americana. 


Dallas (CBS-TV) star, Charlene 
Tilton and Johnny Lee have 
welcomed a 6lb. 90z. daughter, 
Cherish. 


Ricky Skaggs was honoured with 
his own weekend in Louisa. 
Skaggs was on hand for the 
parade through his hometown and 
was presented with proclamations 
from the city of Louisa, Lawrence 
County, and the state of Kentucky, 
naming the three days Ricky 
Skaggs Weekend. He was also 
named a Kentucky Colonel, and 
was presented with the 
Outstanding Kentuckian Award. A 
main thoroughfare thru the city 
was renamed Ricky Skaggs 
Boulevard, and he performed two 
shows that evening to benefit the 
Lawrence Country Fire Dept. 
During the second show he was 
presented with the White Dove 
Award, which is presented each 
year by Ralph Stanley, in memory 
of his late brother, Carter. The 
award is based on the furtherment 
of traditional music in America. 
And to think Skaggs’ first LP on a 
major label was only shipped 16 
months ago. 


Charity Shows 


Mac Davis appears in concert 
September 30th at the Grand Ole 
Opry House in Nashville to benefit 
the American Diabetes 
Association. 


The 5th Annual Hank Snow benefit 
for his International Foundation 
For Preventation Of Child Abuse 
And Neglet Of Children, staged at 
the Opry House, spotlighted Willie 
Nelson, Hank Williams, Jr., 
Johnny Russell, the Carol Lee 
Singers, Melvin Sloan Dancers, 
Webb Pierce (questing with 
Nelson), the Grand Ole Opry 
House Band and Snow. The 
concert raised more than $40,000, 
which included a $10,000 
donation from the Oak Ridge 
Boys. The Oaks also sponsor their 
own Stars For Children 
extravaganza each summer in 
Dallas, Texas. 


Willie Nelson is slated for a week at 
Caesars Palace in Las Vegas, 
beginning Oct. 14th. 


Loretta Lynn’s second NBC-TV 
Special is still set to shoot in New 
York City during October at 


locations to include the 
Metropolitan Opera House, but it’s 
iffy as to whether it will air in 
November or the Spring of 83. 


Atlanta WTBS-TV broadcast a 
segment featuring Loretta Lynn on 
their Cable News Network 
September 10th; a part of their 
winners programme. 


Kelli Warren will appear in Country 
Gold, the made-for-TV movie 
recently filmed in Nashville. 
starring Loni Anderson. She also 
filmed Tom T.’s ‘Pop! Goes The 
Country Club and Nashville Alive, 
with host Ralph Emery. 


When KV00's 11th Annual Big 
Country Picnic in Tulsa, Ok., was 
held recently almost 40,000 
devoted fans turning out, picnic in 
hand, to enjoy the entertainment 
and hoopla. The Turkey Mountain 
Troubadours, Johnnie Lee Wills 
and Moe Bandy furnished the 
country sounds that made 
everybody ignore the 104 degrees 
Oklahoma temperature. 


PBS filmed a musical documentary 
on Ronnie Milsap, to be aired 
October 24th, as part of their 
Soundstage programme. 


ARTISTS ON THE 
MOVE: 


Don King to Top Billing 
International. New Riders Of The 
Purple Sage to The Good Music 
Agency, Inc., Excelsiour, Mn. 
Porter Wagoner to Jim Halsey in 
Tulsa. Slim Whitman back to Billy 
Deaton. Little David Wilkins to Ace 
Talent. Wyvon Alexander to Tulsa’s 
Solid Gold Entertainment. 


Chet Flippo’s Hank Williams 
biography, Your Cheatin’ Heart, 
has been published in Britain by Eel 
Pie Publishing in London. 

Ronnié McDowell sings the theme 
for the new Filthy Rich TV series on 
CBS. He also is set to tour with 
Conway Twitty thru October and 
November. 


dim Ed Brown jetted to Destin, FI., 
recently, here he joined Bobby Lord 


SHEPPARD. - /, 
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Orbison 


sues Acuff- Rose 
for $50 million. 


for a deep sea fishing expedition. 
The trip netted Brown the largest 
white marlin caught this season 
and was filmed for the Country 
Sportsman series, to be shown in 
February ’83 on the Nashville 
Network cable series which Lord 
will be hosting each weekend. 
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Roy Orbison has brought a $50 
million suit against Wesley Rose 
and Acuff-Rose Artists Corp., Inc. 
Orbison charged he was defrauded 
and mismanaged in their 24-year 
songwriter-publisher and artist- 
manager relationships....more next 
month. 


Country Singles 


COMPILED IMPARTIALLY each month using individual chart listings received at this office. This 
month’s reporting stations: 


KYNN-Omaha, Ne.: KSOP-Salt Lake City, Ut.: KSON-San Diego, Ca.: WHN-New York, N.Y.: WAFL-Milford, De.: 
WWVA-Wheeling, W.V.: WIRK-FM-West Palm Beach, Fl.; KRAK-Sacramento, Ca.; KWMT-Fort Dodge, Ia.: 
WKLM-Wilmington, N.C.: KFRM-Salina, Ks.: KROB-Robstown, Tx.: WXIX-Horseheads, N.Y.; KEBC-Oklahoma 
City. Ok.: KKAL-Arroyo Grande, Ca.: WXOX-Bay City, Mi.: WSLR-Akron, Oh.: KVOO-Tulsa, Ok.; WROZ-Evansville, 
In.: WIRE-Indianapolis, In.: WMNI-Columbus, Oh.; WNDU-South Bend, In.; WHBF-Rock Island, Il.; WJJC- 
Commerce. Ga.: WDAF-Kansas City. Mo.; KNIX-Tempe, Az.: WCXI-Detroit. Mi.; KEED-Eugene, Or.: KEEN-San 
Jose. Ca.: KTOM-Salinas, Ca.; WPWC-Dumfries, Va.; KSSS-Colorado Springs, Co.: WBRD-Bradenton, FI.; 
KUTI-Yakima, Wa.: WIBG-Ocean City, N.J.: WNGC-Athens, Ga.; KKAL-Arroyo Grande, Ca.; KVEG-Las Vegas, Nv.: 
WRKT-Cocoa. Fl.: KS100-Cleveland, Oh. 


AMERICA 


1. Love Will Turn You Around KENNY ROGERS 
2. Fool Hearted Memory GEORGE STRAIT 
3. Dancing Your Memory Away CHARLY McCLAIN 
4. She Got The Goldmine JERRY REED 
5. She’s Not Really Cheatin’ MOE BANDY 
6. Women Do Know How To Carry On WAYLON JENNINGS 
7. What's Forever For MICHAEL MURPHY 
8. Big Ole Brew MEL McDANIEL 
9. Nobody SYLVIA 
10. 1’m Gonna Hire A Wino DAVID FRIZZELL 
11. Whatever STATLER BROTHERS 
12. She's Playin’ Hard To Forget EDDY RAVEN 
13. I'm Not That Lonely Yet REBA McENTIRE 
14. This Dream's On Me GENE WATSON 
15. | Just Came To Dance DAVID & SHELLY 
16. Nothing But The Radio On YOUNGER BROTHERS 
17. Born To Run EMMYLOU HARRIS 
18. Put Your Dreams Away MICKEY GILLEY 
19. Some Memories Just Won't Die MARTY ROBBINS 
20. Ain't No Money ROSANNE CASH 


SAE EEE IE BE DNS SE ST RS NEE PRET EP 
STRONG ACTION SINGLES: 


Making Love From Memory - LORETTA LYNN / Operator, Long Distance Please - BARBARA 
MANDRELL /I Wish You C 


Liberty 1471 

MCA 52066 

Epic 14-02975 

RCA 13268 

Columbia 18-02966 

RCA 13257 

Liberty 1466 

Capitol 5138 

RCA 13223 

Viva/WB 50063 
Mercury/Polygram 76162 
Elektra 47469 
Mercury/Polygram 76157 
MCA 50274 

Warner Brothers/Viva 7-29980 
MCA 52076 

Warner Brothers 7-39993 
Epic 03055 

Columbia 18-02854 
Columbia 18-02937 
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BILLIE JO 
SPEARS..... 
LATEST 


Now almost regarded as a 
veteran country music 
performer Billie Jo Spears, is 
gaining a steady reaction to her 
latest single ‘Apologizing 
Roses’, released on Ritz 
Records. 


A fast moving song, well suited 
to Billie Jo’s vocal styling. 
‘Apologizing Roses’, was 
recorded in Nashville, and 
produced by Billie Jo herself, the 
song coming from the pen of 
Felice & Boudleaux Bryant, 
whilst the recording session was 
engineered by Jim Williamson, 
who’s the man behind many of 
Don Williams’ hit recordings. 


The single also marks a new 
development for London based 
Ritz Records. Launched a little 
over a year ago, the label has had 
some chart success with The 
Furey’s ‘When You Were Sweet 
Sixteen’ and ‘I Will Always Love 
You’ and Foster & Allen’s ‘A 
Bunch Of Thyme’. 


“We are very proud to have Billie 
Jo Spears as our first 
international artist on the label” 
says Michael Clerkin, managing 
director of Ritz Records. “We 
shall be on the look out for 
further international product 
during the forthcoming months 
to compliment our home grown 
artists”. 


Photo by lan Tilbury 


Dolly Parton, 36, America’s country music leading lady, has been forced 
through ill-health to postpone the tour of Britain and Europe that she was to 
have undertaken in November. 


DOLLY CALLS 


OFF HER DATES 


A spokeswoman for International 
Talent Bookings in London, the agency 
that had been arranging the tour, said 
that it was now hoped that Miss Parton 
would undertake a full tour early in 
the New Year, but as yet no firm 
details had been worked out. 


Originally it had been hoped that Miss 
Parton’s arrival in Britain would 
coincide with the release on circuit of 
her latest film, ‘The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas’. in which she 
Stars with Burt Reynolds. 


Miss Parten was rushed to hospital in 
New York at the end of August. She 
had severe internal bleeding and it 
was thought at the time that she might 
have needed gynaecological surgery, 
but within a short time she was 
discharged. 


“PAVILION” 


MATLOCK BATH - DERBY 
A-One C.M.C. presents 


OCTOBER 10th 


Wendel Adkins 
Free Spirit Band 
Graham Broughton 


OCTOBER 24th 
Dick Damron 
Roger Humphries Band 
Graham Broughton 


Details ring 077 385 3168 


She was taken ill on her way to a 
concert appearance in Indianapolis 
which was one of the engagements on 
her first tour of America in 21 years. 


Miss Parton had taken the time off from 
touring to star in the Hollywood 
productions ‘Nine to Five’, and ‘Best 
Little Whorehouse’, which had a short 
run as a stage musical in Drury Lane, 
but with a different cast. 


Miss Parton has been in hospital 
several times for surgery in the last 
three years. In February this year she 
was forced to cancel public 
appearances after she was rushed to a 
hospital in Los Angeles for minor 
surgery. 


In the meantime, the soundtrack from 
‘Best Little Whorehouse’ is shooting up 
the ‘Billboard’ Hot Country LPs list, 


A Month In The /g— 
Country Wherever |." 


You Are 


reaching 20th position by Sept., 4th 
after only two weeks in the chart. 


Her latest single, ‘I Will Always Love 
You/Do | Ever Cross Your Mind’, was 
also climbing steadily, nudging the top 
20 at 23 in the ‘Billboard’ singles chart 
for the same week. 


ITB in London hopes to release details 
of Miss Parton's New Year European 
itinery toward the end of November. 


by Terry Keeler 
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ees Report from Terry Keeler 


There is one country artist who has had more 
television expusure in Britain than anyone else, 
namely George Hamilton IV. Yet when the svelte 
International Ambassador of Country Music strolled 
on to the stage at the plush Barbican Centre on 
Thursday evening, Sept., 16th, he was greeted by 
row upon row of empty seats and just a handful of 
stolid fans.... Why all those empty seats? 


Mainly I suspect because of lack of advertising, 
but .... without wishing to be unkind, one reason 
wasn’t too hard to determine. After 25 years 
treading the boards, George seems to have 
cocooned himself into a style of Country music 
that makes not a jot of a demand on the 
emotions. As he says himself, he is a folksy : 
country artist much influenced by the 
American Folk Revival of the 1960s. He shuns 
the ‘slippin’around and cryin’ in your beer type 
of compositions, claiming instead to be a singer 
who focuses on lyrics. 


He has always claimed that his music appeals 
to the family, spanning all the generations. But 
it was fairly clear at the Barbican that the 
audience is growing progressively older. Yet he 
has all the ability for a metamorphosis into the 
eighties which he displayed in one song only - 
the beat-pounding ‘Break My Mind’. 


There’s no doubting George Hamilton IV is an 
accomplished artist with a fine repertoire of 
songs that suit his mellow Carolina baritone, 
but I found that all his songs were delivered ina 
very narrow band of keys and within a limited 
range of voice. 


However George did give a fair rendition of 
Ralph McTell’s ‘England’ sans choir of school 
children. The song was delivered with a great 
deal of feeling which was a tribute to McTell 
whom George describes as a modern-day 
troubadour. ““England’ says everything I feel 
about the country; it says it all in three or four 
minutes,” George told me. 


It was only after the interval when George came 
back on stage dressed in slacks, blazer and 
patriotic red, white and blue tie that the 
evening’s performance began to get more 
lively. He delved into the past to give a dusting 
to Ian Tyson’s ‘Four Strong Winds’ and the two 
Lightfoot classics, ‘Did She Mention My Name’ 
and ‘Early Morning Rain’. Then, of course, 
there was ‘Canadian Pacific’ and a rather 


TAMMY @ FRIENDS:- 


jaunty ‘Abilene’ that wasn’t quite as wistful as 
the original recording 20 years ago. 

The evening concluded with ‘One Day AtA 
Time’; ‘Country Music In My Soul’ and finally the 
splendid ‘Forever Young’. 


The supporting act ... the lively Canadian Cathie 
Stewart has a rich and mellow voice, with only 
the faintest trace ofa rasp, that would have been 
a delight had it not faded from time to time into 
the amplifiers or been lost to the band. 


UPCOMING DATES 


When Glen Campbell, the 46 year old country 
superstar, gives his two performances at the 
Barbican on Sunday October 10th, it wil be the 
toughest test of his 1982 British tour. 


So far few country stars have had the chance of 
performing at this prestige concert and theatre 
complex, but none have fared too well. Perhaps 
word has still to filter through the grapevine 
about the excellence of the acoustics and the 
close proximity of the audience. 


Certainly the two country artists I’ve heard 
perform at the Barbican Centre, Roy Oribson 
and the aforementioned George Hamilton IV 
were not able to match the quality of their sets 
at Wembley during the Easter Country Music 
Festival this year. 


The acoustics in the hall are so good that they 
almost defy the presence of large amplifiers on 
the stage. Infact, unless the amplification is 
kept to minimum, it can become unpleasant on 
the ears. 


Then there’s the fact that the audience sits in 
plus cushioned comfort almost eyeball to 
eyeball with the artist. So not only do they tend 
to be more subdued than a Wembley crowd, but 
they are able to listen more intently and 
critically. The result is that a performer can 
barely afford to make a mistake, muff a line or 
slur a syllable... Nevertheless, the Barbican 
provides a very intimate artist/audience 
relationship, which should suit Glen admirably. 


Glen starts his tour at Poole Arts Centre, 
Dorset, then during October, 
fans throughout the country will be able to hear 
him in concert at many major centres and at 
popular up market venues like the Lakeside 
Country Club, at Camberley. 


Britain’s top country female vocalist Tammy Cline (left), pictured with her American circuit booker/agent, 
M’s Betty Kaye (centre) and fellow CBS/Epic recording artist Janie Fricke at one of their State Fair bookings 
last month. Tammy is currently working several Show Case bookings in the U.S.A. with her Southern 


band. 
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Hurricane Ridge. a relatively new 
British outfit, sport an interesting 
lineup. Johnny Carter, lead vocals and 
rhythm guitar. for many years led 
Moonshine County. Vocalist/quitarist. 
John Caswell. has picked with Little 
Ginny and Raymond Froggatt. John is 
also a talented songwriter. Mike 
Evans. the drummer. also spent some 
time with Raymond Froggatt as well 
as with Wild Silk and Cotton Gin. 
Mike's nickname is ‘Sticker’. Finally 
there’s Bruce Caulkin. bass guitar. 
Bruce has been with a number of 
outfits including Dallas Country Band. 
Harpers Ferry and the Last Chance 
Band. 


WARREN 
IS THE 
ENVOY 


Warren Zevon’s new album, ‘The 
Envoy’ (Asylum) may be heavy for 
some of our readers. but I'd suggest a 
listen. it is both entertaining and 
thought provoking. Take for instance 
the title track. so relevant in today's 
world. Another track ‘The Overdraft’. 
surely my bank manager encouraged 
Warren to write this. ‘Jesus 
Mentioned’ ties in the spiritual 
message in a way that is entirely new 
to me. Listen carefully to these and 
you'll see that through all the rock 
rhythms. there's an underlying rural 
traditionalism, portraying, what at first 
glance, seems to be new subjects. My 
particular favourites is ‘Let Nothing 
Come Between You’ and ‘Never Too 
Late For Love’. that is purely personal. 
all the tracks have merit. ‘The Hula 
Hula Boys’, ‘Ain't That Pretty At All’ (a 
chart record if | heard one), 
‘Charlie's Medicine’ and ‘Looking For 
The Next Best Thing’ complete the 
listing. 


inda Ronstadt has 

finished her new 

Asylum album. with Peter 
Asher producing. Entitled ‘Get Closer’. 
the album features the talents of 
Andrew Gold. Russ Kunkel, Waddy 
Wachtel and Danny Kortchmar. and 
has Linda duetting with James Taylor 
and J.D. Souther. 


Appearing at the Cambridge Folk 
Festival was David Lindley. Dave now 
has 56 guitars in his collection. (Can 
he really pick them all at once?) 


ennessee Ernie Ford 
resurrects eleven all-time 
favourites for his new 
Gospel release. ‘There's A Song In My 
Heart’ (Word). 


Sad to hear the news that Keith 

Green. the Gospel singer. was killed 
when his light aircraft crashed near his 
home in Lichdale. Texas. Twelve 
people died. most of which were 
children. including Keith's two oldest 
boys. Our sympathy to Keith's widow. 
Melody. 


Whilst on the subject of Gospel 
singers, Steve Camp. was robbed and 
badly beaten in Denver. Colorado. 


NELSON 
PAST @ 
FUTURE 


Wile Nelson's next album will be 
‘Toughter Than Leather’. a 
conceptual work dealing with the 

subject of reincarnation in the old and 

new west.....Meanwhile RCA have 

reveased the mid-priced collection "20 


Of The Best’. This one does feature the 
best of Willie's RCA recordings. ‘Funny 
How Time Slips Away’. ‘Night Life’. 
‘Hello Walls’, ‘Mr Record Man’, 
‘Family Bible’. ‘Pretty Paper’, ‘Bloody 
Merry Morning’. ‘Yesterday's Wine’, 
‘Me & Paul’, ‘Good Hearted Woman’. 
‘Phases & Stages. Circles. Cycles & 
Scenes’. Plus ‘My Own Peculiar Way’. 
‘To Make A Long Story Short’. ‘Good 
Time’. ‘She's Still Gone’. ‘Little 
Things’, ‘What Can You Do To Me Now’. 
‘December Day’. ‘She's Not For You’ 
and ‘It Should Be Easier Now’. 


After an absence of almost seven 
years, Neil Young visits Britain again. 
Neil opened at the Birmingham 
Exhibition Centre on September 24th. 
moving to the Wembley Arena on 
September 26th and 27th. Musicians 
accompanying Young were those used 
on his last album. including Nils 
Lofgren. And Young's new movie 
‘Human Highway’. should be surfacing 
soon. 


ordon Lightfoot took a financial 

beating on his last album. 

*Shadows’ cost Gordie 300,000 
dollars to make. so far! doubt if he’s got 
half that sum back. 


Jackson Browne and Glenn Frey have 
new singles. Jackson has ‘Somebody's 
Baby’ and Glenn offers ‘| Found 
Somebody’. Both are on the Asylum 
label.....Crosby Stills & Nash recently 
scored their second U.S. top ten single. 
with ‘Wasted On The Way’. The last 
time CSN had a top single was five 
years ago. 


Merle Haggard and John Anderson 
have cut a duet single. As both singers. 
at times. sound very much like the late 
Lefty Frizzell, so maybe an apt title 
would be ‘Send In The Clones’. 


Mike McDonald formerly with the 
Doobie Brothers. has crashed the 
American charts with | Keep 
Forgettin’’. culled from Mike's album 
“If That's What It Takes’ (Warners). 


CANADIAN 
RADIO POLL 


‘Radio Programmers’ Music Poll’. 
produced by the Canadian Radio Music 
Directors. reveals some interesting 
facts. For instance, Anne Murray whilst 
being voted top in the ‘Canadian 
Female Vocalist’ section. only makes 
second place in the ‘Canadian Country 
Female Vocalist’ section. Carroll Baker 
topped that one. Top ‘Canadian 
Country Male Vocalist’ is current 
visitor Dick Damron and the number 
one ‘Canadian Country Group’ are the 
delightful Family Brown. Top 
‘International Male Vocalist’ came out 
in favour of Kenny Rogers. 


the Yorkshire television area are 
delighted with the amount of country 
music being shown on the ‘Calendar’ 
magazine programme. Already 
screened. or about to be. are Tammy 
Cline. Benny Lee & Deuce. Mel Haque. 
John Aston and the Boothill Boys. 
There is a possibility that a monthly 
half hour programme will be created if 
viewers show sufficient interest. So 
send those request cards to YTV. 


P opular Yorkshire performer. 
Benny Lee. I'm told. has a 
major recording contract 
pending? Benny. who with his backing. 
Deuce. have been creating a lot of 
interest on YTV's ‘Calendar’ (infact 
Benny is responsible for the theme to 
‘Calendar Country’). has particularly 
interested record companies in three 
of his compositions, ‘Miners Lament’. 
an ode to the coalminer, ‘Magic 
Underpants’. a rather naughty piece of 
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nonsense, and ‘The Birth’. a touching 
song for Christmas. 


A nd speaking of Yorkshire acts. 
Free Spirit are experiencing 
changes in their lineup just now. Mike 
Mills. ‘Brad’ Bradley and 
former C.M.R.U. columnist John 
‘Firmo’ Firminger on drums. are 
established. It's that fourth place 
that’s caused minor problems. Pete 
Haywood one of Britain's top steelie’s 
who has of late been the fourth ‘Spirit’ 
is not happy with the heavy touring 
schedule. Pete is very community and 
family minded and doesn't wish to be 
away from his village for long periods. 
So as Free Spirit are currently so 
popular that ‘six days on the road’ is 
becoming the norm every 
week....Currently the band are in the 
middle of a British tour with the 
legendary Wendal Adkins. Then it’s off 
to Europe, back to England and then? 
It's got to be a change. The 
possibilities of an American tour are 
extremely lively.....So who will be 
taking that fourth ‘Spirit’ position? 
John Casswell was a possibility. but 
John has a songwriting career and is 
himself a solo artiste. and therefore 
could not give the band one hundred 
per cent of his time. Another, at this 
point nameless. top guitarist is being 
considered. Whoever joins Free Spirit 
you can guarantee he'll have to be 
good. And that’s an understatement. 


Bob Seger has just put the finishing 
touches to his new album and is now 
busy preparing for a major U.S. tour. 


Noted:- that the 30 Specials debut 
album. ‘Special Forces’, has turned 
gold (500.000 sales). 


And that’s it for this month. till next. 
Keep On Keepin’ On. 


GARRETT 
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Club Enquiries Welcome 


FF 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING LIBRANS AND SCORPIONS: Bonnie Owens (1st), Don 
McLean (2nd), Leroy Van Dyke & Lloyd Green (4th), Johnny Duncan (5th), Pete Drake & Susan Raye (8th), 
Jackson Browne (9th), Tanya Tucker & Don Pierce (10th), Dottie West & Gene Watson (11th), Melba 
Montgomery & Barry McGuire (14th), Jim Seals (17th), Jeannie C. Riley (19th), Wanda Jackson, Stuart 
Hamblen & Grandpa Jones (20th), Elvin Bishop (21st). Minnie Pearl (25th), Glen Ohrlin (26th). Dallas Frazier 
& Floyd Cramer (27th), Charlie Daniels (28th), Sonny Osborne (29th), Patsy Montana & Timothy B. Schmit 
(30th), Dale Evans & Kinky Friedman (31st). 


BOOK 
REVIEW 


About three hundred years ago. a group 
of young African men and women were 
forced out of their home on the Niger 
and moved fo the fledgling United 
States Of America. Thus began one of 
man’s most inhuman acts toward man. 


The beginning of the slave trade. But 


more importantly. this human 
transplant gave birth to the music that 
would evolve into the popular music of 
the twentieth century. So professes 
Michael Bane in his new book. ‘White 
Boy Singing The Blues’ (Penguin 
paperback). And you know. dammit. 
he’s right. Bane, a freelance. has 
written extensively on contemporary 
music, as editor of ‘Country Music’ 
magazine and contributor to such 
periodicals as the ‘Charlotte 
Observer’. the ‘Village Voice’ and the 
‘Rolling Stone’. In his narrative Bane 


accurately charts. in chronological 
order. the rise of popular music 
through the plantation days, the civil 
war. Beale Street in the early 1900s to 
Woodstock, Monterey. The Beatles and 
back to the hot steamy south and the 
Allman Brothers. | found ‘White Boy 
Singin’ The Blues’ an extremely 
informative and entertaining read - a 
must for anyone interested in the 
development of popular music. And 
there’s quite a bit for the country buff 
too. It's certainly a book | wish | had 
written. Don’t miss it. 
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BECAUSE OF Your 
PoPuLARity, WE 
WOULD LIKE To USE 
(ouR FACE ON A 
NEW ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN. 


KEEP COUNTRY 
MUSIC ALIVE 


Help us, help those 
who help themselves, 
and please support 
our Advertisers. 


BON T END UP | 
LIKE THIS... | 


HAVE Your. 
HEALTH CHECKED 


REGULARLY 


DEISED € Prdwal &Y CELE NELOS 


COMMENCING 12th NOV. 1982 until MAY 1983 
ENTERTAINMENT 
COUNTRY & WESTERN DANCING 


337-341 PROMENADE, BLACKPOOL, FY1 6BL 
BETWEEN SOUTH & CENTRAL PIERS 


Country and Western 
Weekends 


Through the Winter Months 
(excluding Xmas) 


CLASSIFIED 


Pio CTA ARE Np Toa: Sopa a 
(PRIVATE} (TRADE) 
15p per Word 25p per Word 
Min. £4.00 Min. £8.00 


THE CHET ATKINS GUITAR SOCIETY 
SAE.,Jim Beam, 33, Wimborne House, 
Dorset Road, Lambeth, London SW8. 


FAN CLUBS 


RONNIE PROPHET 
INTERNATIONAL FAN CLUB: Details 
S.A.E. to John Elston, 7 Fitzroy Square, 
London WIP 6AS. 


WESTERN DRESS ENCOURAGED 


COMPETITIONS — FAST DRAW ETC. 


Friday - Sunday 

Basic Room.............. .. .. £28 per person inc. V.A.T 
Rooms with Bath & Toilet .. .. .. .. £32 per person inc. V.A.T. 
Children Half-price if sharing room with 2 Adults. 


Tel: 0253-46082 or Write for further details 


GERRY FORD FAN CLUB 

S.A.E. to:- Margaret Trotte: Secretary 

3 Priory Bank Villas Coldstream 
Berwickshire TD12 4DZ_ tel: 0890 2871 


DAVE BRYAN & MOONSHINE 
CLUB: Details S.A.E. to Marian Ward, 
Rose Lea, Main Street, Shipton-by 
Beningbrough, York YO6 1AB. . 


PHILOMENA BEGLEY FAN CLUB 
c/o Kathleen Cahill, 54 Balally Avenue, 
Dublin 14, Ireland. 
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Some entertainers who achieve stardom - typified by a sort of permanent presence whether working or not - 

sometimes tend to settle back and feed off those early accomplishments which brought glory in the first place. Others, 
however anxious to remain in the spotlight find they must settle for appreciation alone, as the public discovers and 
manufactures new objects of worship. 


GLEN 


CAMPBELL 
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Glen Campbell has never fallen into the first 
category; and the sheer professionalism which 
typifies his work has kept him from the second. In 
business terms, Campbell is as big box office today 
as when his career blossomed... er ... exploded just a 
decade ago. His has been a career which seems to 
reach new highs at each attempted peak. Affection 
returned by audiences is the reward for continued 
appreciation and respect he holds for them. 


However, his music stretches 
beyond the confines of Country. 
Rather, it is a cross between 
Country & Rock - ‘Crock’ - as 
Campbell himself calls it. “I’m not 


a Country singer, I’m a country 
boy who sings.” 


“T spent the early part of my life 
looking at the North end of a 
Southbound mule and it did not 
take long to figure out that a guitar 
was a lot lighter than a plough 
handle” says Campbell. 


He left Delight (population 280 at 
the time - now around 440) in the 
early 50s as a teenager and lived in 
New Mexico and Houston, Texas. 
His first musical jobs were with his 
uncle: Dick Bills and they toured 
the Southwest playing at what he 
called “dancin” and fightin’ clubs’. 


At the age of 22, Campbell moved 
to Los Angeles with $300 in his 
pockets and a small trailer filled 
with his belongings. He soon 
joined up with a studio group 
called The Champs which 
included Jimmy Seals and Dash 
Crofts. He also began working 
studio sessions with such 
recording stars as Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin, Rick Nelson, Elvis 
Presley, Nat ‘King’ Cole, The 
Mamas and The Papas and The 
Association, 


In 1965 he hooked up with The 
Beach Boys, filling in for the 
reclusive Brian Wilson, 


Prior to his work with the Beach 
Boys, he had achieved a modest 
hit with the song ‘Turn Around, 
Look At Me’ forasmall label and in 
1962 he signed with Capital . 


PROMOTER 
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After some false starts with his 
first few singles, Campbell got into 
gear with the song ‘Gentle On My 
Mind’. Subsequent Campbell 
classics include ‘By The Time I Get 
To Phoenix’, ‘Dreams Of The 
Everyday Housewife’, ‘Witchita 
Linesman’, ‘Galveston’, ‘Honey 
Come Back’ and his biggest yet ... 
‘Rhinestone Cowboy’. 


It was his first Number 1 pop 
record, while at the same time also 
going Number 1 on the Country 
and easy-listening charts, a nearly 
unprecedented recording industry 
feat. It also reached the top of the 
charts in virtually every country 
where it was released, in addition to 
creating an avalanche of accolades 
for him, including: Two American 
Music Awards, Two Country Music 
Awards, Three Grammy 
Nominations, A Japanese Radio 
Award, The No 1 Billboard Award 
and The ASCAP Award of Merit. 


Since then, he has been asked at 
various times to give special 
performances for Presidents of The 
United States (including many 
rounds on the Green) a command 
performance for Her Majesty The 
Queen and the fulfilment of a career 
dream - Carnegie Hall. He has also 
presided as the ‘King’ of the New 
Orleans Mardi Gras and hosted 
various tennis tournaments. His 
fascination with golf brought him 
the Glen Campbell Los Angeles 
Open, one of the most prestigious 
on the Professional Golf 
Association’s circuit. 

He has also starred in movies such 
as ‘Norwood’, ‘True Grit’ (for which 
co-star John Wayne received the 
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GLEN CAMPBELL WITH HIS BRITISH TOUR 
/MANAGER, JEFF KRUGER. 
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Oscar for Best Actor) and ‘Strange 
Homecoming’ a movie made for 
television. By this time, however, 
Campbell was no stranger to the 
camera’s eye. For 4% years, ‘The 
Glen Campbell Show’ ranked as 
one of the top variety shows on TV, 
evolving from a CBS-TV Summer 
Replacement Show. Campbell 
bowed out due to the pressures and 
physical demands of his weekly 
show. Subsequent television 
specials have proven his continued 
appeal, constantly grabbing the 
Number One Position for their time 
slot. 


When not hosting one of his or 
another special, he can usually be 
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seen as a special quest of some 
series host. He is among the major 
crowd-pullers in Las Vegas, Lake 
Tahoe and Reno. 


Campbell has 13 Gold Records 
(albums and singles combined) in 
the United States alone, and has 
won virtually every honour and 
award around, including those from 
The National Academy of 
Recording Arts & Sciences 
(Grammy), Country Music 
Association (‘Entertainer Of The 
Year’ among others), Academy of 
Country and Western Music, Music 
Operators of America and other 
various other prestige 
organisations and publications. 


He also became the first working 
entertainer to be named in the 
Faculty of a University when he 
became The Chancellor’s Lecturer 
in the Division of Music and Theatre 
for the University of California. 
Riverside’s 1974-75 academic year. 


Campbell now holds a worldwide 
audience establishing his branch of 
music as an international common 
denominator which transcends 
borders and language barriers. A 
heartfelt singer, a thrilling 
performer, a great artist. Truly a 
Superstar! Not bad for a country 
boy! 


This month sees Glen Campbell on 
an extensive U.K. tour, re-kindling 
the affections between himself and 
his British fans, also the release ofa 
brand new album, his first on the 
Atantic label. ‘Old Home Town’ 
You can be sure that both will help 
create further considerable 
financial stability for aman about to 
ride the matrimonial trail for the 
4th time. 
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GLEN CAMPBELL 
Old Home Town 
Atlantic 990016 


Side One 

Old Home Town / On The Wings of My 
Victory / A Woman's Touch / A Few Good 
Men / Ruth. 


Side Two 


__ | Love How You Love Me / | Was Too Busy / 


The Blues My Sweetie Gives / Hang On Baby 
/ Mull Of Kintyre. 


After 15 years recording for 
Capitol (EMI) Records, Glen 
Campbell has recently switched 
labels to Atlantic, and to celebrate 
has produced in my opinion one of 
his finest albums in years. 


The album ‘Old Home Town’ : 
(Atlantic 990016) is due on general 
release on October Ist to coincide 
with this months visit to Britain. 


Listening to my advanced cassette, 
I gain the feeling his well matured 
style, seems now to have turned 
the full circle and feel this _ set of 
tracks equals those great albums 
of the early seventies. 


The treatment he gives to Paul 
McCartney’s ‘Mull of Kintyre’, 
complete with his own bagpipe 
solo, could even send him whizzing 
up the British Top 10 charts if 
released as a single. Proud of his 
Scottish heritage, his soulful 
rendition of this modern classic is 
guaranteed to send shivers down 
your spine. 


More commercial appeal comes 
via ‘A Few Good Men’, which has a 
strong backbeat and harmonies, 
and could easily be mistaken for a 
Terry Britten composition for Cliff 
Richard. I’m sure it is a track that 
will be given a lot of Radio air-play. 


Glen’s talents as a super-picker get 
a good airing on the upbeat ‘The 
Blues My Sweetie Gives’, rolling his 
tongue round a long run of demi- 
semiquavers that are enough to 
leave anyone breathless. 


The album gives Glen the 
opportunity to display his wide 
range of musical talents, from the 
rock-based ‘Hang On Baby’ to the 
more mellow title track ‘Old Home 
Town’ and the lilting ‘I Was Too 
Busy’. But my personal favourite is 
the old much recorded ‘I Love How 
You Love Me’ which is given a 
strong percussion accompaniment 
that loses none of that gentle 
seduction and still tugs at the heart- 
strings. 


Perhaps not strictly a ‘country’ 
album, more a Glen Campbell 
album, but one that will give hours 
of pleasure nonetheless. ‘Old Home 
Town’ could become one to end his 
recent album lean years.... 
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ANN & RAY BRETT 


Our Music 
(Charlotte CH A0182) 


When reviewing an album there 
are four basic strengths I look for. 
The vocals, the instrumental 


Ray Brett has an extremely 
listenable voice. Not the 

strong, sock it to ’em with emotion 
type, but a soft, rich voice that 
allows 

his emotion to creep sensuously 
nto your mind. Ann, the 

lesser vocalist of the couple, 
performs admirably on her 

on the duet ‘That’s Not What Life’s 
For’. But it is the harmony vocals 
that are Ann’s strength, they 
delightfully compliment her 
husband's lead. 


The musicians performance is 
excellent, never dominating, but 
always providing a perfect 
backdrop to the vocals....Ray 
Brett, picks his usual fine guitar, 
with Barrie Fletcher and John 
Maloney, of Barbary Coast, 
handling keyboards and bass 
respectively. Roly Woolstenholme 
provides some bass and rhythm 
guitars and autoharp with Bob 
Pearce and Clive Dixon used as 
percussionists. Also included 
tastefully is Britain’s number one 
steelie, Pete Haywood. Pete almost 
seems alittle subdued here but this 
is a masterly ploy, aimed 
successfully at not undermining 
Ray’s vocals. 


The songs? Well these are what 
really make this album. All are 
written by Ray Brett, emphasising 
for me that he’s about the best 
country songwriter in Britain 
today! 


‘There’s No More You & Me’ isa 
simply beautiful song, that if 


backing, the songs and production. 


recorded by say, David Frizzell & 
Shelly West, would be a certain 
U.S. country chart smash. ‘He’s A 
Dreamer’, is a bouncy, singalong 
number, of the sort popularised by 
the Wilburn Brothers, during the 
mid-sixties. Then there’s the 
absolutely gorgeous ‘What More 
Can I Do’. Ray’s sensitive vocals, 
coupled with Haywood’s 
atmospheric steel guitar, lend this 
song a beauty that is almost too 
painful. It’s just got to become a 
classic. A slight change of tempo 
introduces us to ‘Love For The 
First Time’, a song that would have 
been ideally suited to the Everly 
Brothers in their peak period. Side 
one closes with Ann Brett’s first 
solo contribution, ‘I Don’t Want To 
Be The One’. I found Ann’s slightly 
‘innocent’ sounding vocals most 
appealing, a charm that is carried 
over to side two, on ‘A Song Of 
Farewell’. Although I felt Ray’s 
voice might have worked this one 
better, ‘Tomorrow Comes No 
More’ provides Ray with the 
happiest song on the album...The 
extremely tender ‘That’s Not What 
Life’s For’, finds Ann and Ray 
trading verses, and coming 
together on the chorus. The album 
closes with ‘Lay In You’re Arms’, a 
singalong number ensuring the 
listener leaves them on a high 
note. The production, by Ray Brett 
and Barrie Fletcher is simple, yet 
crisp, giving the album no more 
and no less than it needs to be 
extremely enjoyable. 


So there you have the four 
strengths, with ‘Our Music’ 
gaining top marks in each 

catc gory. Ann & Ray Brett are 
clearly incurable romantics - but 
for Pete’s sake don’t find a cure - 
the world needs more of this. 


Pete Smith 


VARIOUS ARTISTES 
150 Top Ten Country Hits 
(Readers Digest) 


Pete Smith 


In my opinion this is the most 
important country music 
collection of the decade. Such an 
opinion is not based on the fact 
that there are 150 tracks, 
performed by 150 different acts, 
(any fool can throw any amount of 
tracks together, but on the variety 


of styles, artistes and years. There 
are thirty-two years of chart 
records contained in this eight 
album set, 1949 to 1980. Country 
styles showcased are western, 
(Gene Autry ‘Peter Cottontail’, 
Eddy Arnold ‘Cattle Call’, Tex 
Ritter ‘Daddy’s Last Letter), 


JERRY ARHELGER 
Travellin’ On 
New Music FP 1024 


| Thank God For Country Music / Time On My 
Hands / Love Bent Out Of Shape / Slip On Over 
/ Living Life In The Fast Lane / The Gardener / 
Nashville's Treadmill / Sunshine And A Lone 
Star / | Washed My Hands In Muddy Water / 
Would You Still Love Me / Poor Boy Boogie- 
Y'all Come (Medley). 


Jerry Arhelger is I’m sure a new 
name to many country music 
enthusiasts, but any follower of 
gospel country music will already 
know of Jerry through his two 
previous albums via Paul Davis’ 
‘New Music’ outlet in Britain. 


There are nine Arhelger originals 
here, most of them I suspect are 
autobiographical and make 
interesting listening, with ballads 
such as ‘Love Bent Out Of Shape’ 
and ‘Sunshine And A Lone Star’ 
lying easily alongside uptempo 
items like ‘Slip On Over’. Jerry has 
slipped in a couple of non-original 
things, with Joe Babcock’s 
“Washed My Hands In Muddy 
Water’ again I feel being rather 
autobiographical. A neat touch is 
the finishing track of ‘Poor Boy’s 
Boogie’ linked with “Y’all Come’ 
which gives all the instrumentalists 
a chance to shine. 


Jerry had a very successful spot on 
the Peterborough Festival at the 
end of August which will I’m sure do 
sales of this album no harm at all, 
and I’m glad because the album 
deserves a wider audience than 
gospel tinged albums usually get. It’s 
also nice to note that apart from 
Jerry, the album is a completely 
British effort, with the excellent 
musicians who make up Barbary 
Coast providing the backing, and 
the recording being done at Beck 
Studios in Wellingborough. 


The whole album is excellent, and 
gets my recommendation, yes, 
take a listen to some well laid down 
country music, and who knows you 
may hear the subtle messages 


included. 
Pete Nelson 


DICK DAMRON 
Honky Tonk Angel 


RCA KKL-1-0446 
(Canadian Import) 


Honky Tonk Angels and Good Old Boy / 
Reunion / You Don’t Know The Lady / 
Sundown Lady / Rollin’ Stone / The Same Old 
Songs / The Last Of The Rodeo Riders / Jesus 
It's Me Again / Homegrown / Good Old Time 
Country Rock'n'Roll. 


Ever since he first visited Englanda 
few years back, Dick Damron has 
remained one of my favourite 
performers. This is partly due to his 
excellent stage show, partly 
because of the man’s outlook and 
approach to country music, but 


Gospel, (Ferlin Husky ‘Wings Of A 
Dove’) bluegrass, (Flatt & Scruggs 
‘The Cabin On The Hill’), western 
swing (Bob Wills & His Texas 
Playboys‘Heart To Heart Talk’, 
Pee Wee King & The Golden West 
Cowboys ‘Silver & Gold’), trucking 
(Del Reeves ‘Girl On The 
Billboard’, Red Simpson ‘I’m A 
Truck’, Merle Haggard ‘Movin’ 
On’), old-time, (Grandpa Jones ‘T 
For Texas). There’s also country 
comedy, (Billy Edd Wheeler ‘Ode 
The Little Brown Shack Out 
Back’) and cajun, (Hank Williams 
JR ‘Cajun Baby’). 


The many aspects of modern day 


MOE BANDY 
She's Not Really Cheatin’ 
(She's Just Gettin’ Even) 
CBS CBS85868 


She's Not Really Cheatin’ (She's Just Gettin’ 
Even) / He’s Taking My Place At Your Place / 
Can! Pick You Up / Hank and Lefty Raised My 
Country Soul / The All American Dream / Only 
If There Is Another You / Our Love Could Burn 
Atlanta Down Again / Your Memory Is 
Showing All Over Me / An Angel Like You / 
Jesus In A Nashville Jail. 


This is another in the Moe Bandy 

. style of ‘pure’ country music, with 
plenty of fiddles and steel guitar. 
Bandy’s voice is perfectly in line 
with what is accepted as country, 
and he has turned out another ten 
good country tunes. 


So why have I that nagging pang 
of dissatisfaction after playing the 
album? (you’re getting too fussy 
Nelson) - yes but folks will have to 
fork out a fiver or more for this 
album, (so artists can’t be 
expected to turn out Ist class 


material on every album) - why 
not, they are getting Ist class 
money for the job, and we asked 


mainly due to his superb output of 
recorded music over the past few 
years. Nearly everything Damron 
has done has been self written, and 
this album is no exception. 


One thing which helps to set 
Damron apart from the run-of-the- 
mill acts is his superb country 
voice, it’s timbre reminds me a lot 
of Haggard, and he certainly has 
that way of dropping down atone in 
just one sylable of a song that 
Haggard and Lefty Frizzell before 
him had perfected. The album runs 
from bar-room songs (‘Honky Tonk 
Angels & Good ’ol Boys’) to soft 
ballads (“You Don’t Know The 
Lady’ and ‘Sundown Lady’) taking 
in road songs (‘Rollin’ Stone’) 


country are well represented. 
Country rock (Freddy Weller ‘Too 
Much Monkey Business’, Tanya 
Tucker “Texas When I Die’), outlaw 
(Waylon Jennings ‘Luckenbach 
Texas’, David Allan Coe ‘You 
Never Even Call Me By My Name’) 
and contemporary, (Crystal Gayle 
‘Don’t It Make My Brown Eyes 
Blue’, John Conlee ‘Rose Coloured 
Glasses’). The old favourites are 
covered by Hank Williams, Jim 
Reeves, Slim Whitman, Hank 
Snow, Tennessee Ernie and Hank 
Locklin, as are the new pretenders, 
Alabama, Razzy Bailey, Janie 
Fricke, Kenny Dale, etc. There are 
pleasant surprises, like Walter 
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to hand over the same amount 
in buying the album even if it is not 
as good as the last album, (yes, but 
look at the musicians on the 
sessions) - well maybe that’s part 
ofthe problem, the same musicians 
are making the same sounds on 
everyone’s album and after about 
500 albums per year, well it gets 
just a little predictable. (So you 
don’t like the album then?) - Ah! I 
didn’t say that, the album is not 
bad, - not brilliant but not bad, and 
we should be thankful that for once 
Billy Sherrill has given the strings 
a holiday. 


What it boils down to is the fact 
that so many of these type of songs 
rely so heavily on the lyrics, and in 
that department it is just old 
ground being covered again, the 
themes are so familiar. Of course 
there are exceptions to every rule, 
and the exception here is the 
excellent ‘Hank and Lefty Raised 
My Country Soul’. 

Conclusion: Bandy’s followers will 
be well suited. 


Pete Nelson 


gospel (the beautiful ‘Jesus It’s Me 
Again’) and as the title suggests 
‘Good Ol’ Time Country 
Rock‘n’Roll’. 


The only fault I can find with this 
album is that whilst there are no 
musicians credits on the sleeve, 
RCA can find room to inform us of 
the where abouts of the 
hairdresser, clothes shop, and 
make up shop of the model who 
adorns the front cover of this 
otherwise superb album. 


Conclusion: I only hope that Dick 
has brought plenty of copies with 
him for his current tour, because it 
is bound to be a popular album. 


Pete Nelson 


Brennan’s ‘Old Rivers’, Bonnie 
Tyler’s ‘It’s A Heartache’, Jimmy 
Heap’s original recording of 
‘Release Me’ and Leon Payne with 
his original version of ‘I Love You 
Because’. We are also treated to 
songs by great artistes who are 
seldom heard in the UK., names 
such as Henson Cargill, Jacky 
Ward, Charly McClain, Mary Kay 
Place and John Wesley Ryles. I 
defy you to honestly say 

that there’s nothing at all in this 
collection to suit you. Tremendous 
stuff, if you can spare the twenty 
and some odd quid, or there’s 
alway’s the live now pay later 
method 


MARY BAILEY 
Think Of Me 
E&R Records ERL 100 


A Little Bit Of Understanding / Too Much, Too 
Little, Too Late / Can't Make It On My Own / 
Talk To Me Loneliness / Pretend / Have 

No Right To Love You / Think Of Me / Still 
Loving You / Until Your Love Found Me / 
Grow Old With You. 


Mary Bailey is no newcomer to the 
business, and her vocal delivery 
shows all the hallmarks of 
experience. Add to that the fact that 
six of the songs included here are 
self penned, and it goes to show 
that the lady is not without 
versitility and great talent. 


As acommercial project, I doubt 
this album will stand much chance 
in Britain as it was specially 
imported for the Silk Cut Festival 
back in April, and obviously 
distribution problems will limit its 
availability. 


It makes little difference anyway, as 
I'd be surprised if it would appeal to 
Britain’s strictly country 
fans....Mary was to have toured 
here in November, but due to TV in 
Canada, it’s been posponed until 
*83, when she will work the clubs 
with a country band, in that 
environment I think she will be 
more acceptabie io our current 
country music following. But on 
this album, even though she is 
backed by Lloyd Green, Pete 
Bordanali, Mark Catstevens etc., 
and the recordings were done in 
Nashville, I feel the string 
arrangements are the over-riding 
factor, which help push the whole 
thing firmly into the M.O.R. market 
place. 


Conclusion: Excellent in it’s style, 
great for romantics, but maybe a bit 
lush in its production to suit many 
country tastes. 


Pete Nelson 


SCOTS COUNTRY COMFORT 
Still Rollin’ 
Ross Records WGR 043 


Side One 

Uncle Pen / Time Changes Everything / The 
Devil Went Down To Georgia / Rockytop / 
Lend Me Your Heart / Hank Williams 
Lullabies / Louisiana Cajun Band 


Side Two 

My Window Faces The South / Big Mamou/ 
Me & Paul / Randy Lynn Rag / Makes Me 
Wonder / Arcadian Rose / Shall We Meet 


Fourteen well laid down, well 
produced tracks of cajun, western 
swing and stone country music, 
makes one of the best offerings on 
a British labe! for quite some time. 
Having enjoyed the bands live 
performance it is heartening to 
hear them project the same 
sounds on record. Credit must go 
to producer Noel Cannon and 
sound engineer Jim Hunter for 
capturing a remarkable degree of 
atmosphere on this record, the 
boys really sound. as if they were 
enjoying every note, (which I have 
no doubt they were). 


Although difficult to decide on one 
standout track I would settle for 
‘Makes Me Wonder’, I must admit, 
with no disrespect to the others, 
Ed’s distinctive voice appeals to 
my ear. Yes inside the colourful 
sleeve with equally colourful notes 
by Ian Boughton is a record which 
deserves a place in every collection. 
Who cares if they are rollin’ or 
ronnin’ (misprint on record label) 
the sound is fantastic. 


Ann Carmody 
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YOU NEED 
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SINGLE RELEASES (U.K.) 


WILLIE NELSON .. Let It Be Me/Permanently Lonely .. CBS A2742 

BILLIE JO SPEARS .. Apologizing Rose/We Could .. Ritz RITZ027 

ALBERT COLEMAN’S ATLANTA POPS ORCHESTRA... 

dust Hooked On Country Part 1/Part2 .. Epic EPC A2597 

MICHAEL MURPHY .. What’s Forever For/Crystal .. Liberty UP656 

THE DUFFY BROTHERS .. If I Needed You/Banjo Boogie & You And I .. Marina DBWS021 
GEORGE MOODY .. If | Needed You/Michelle (I’m Still In Love With You) .. Marina DBWS022 
ROSANNE CASH .. Ain’t No Money/The Feeling .. Ariola ARO286 

JERRY REED .. She’s Got The Goldmine/44 .. RCA RCA273 


ALBUM RELEASES (U.K.) 


DON WILLIAMS .. Don Williams Volume 3 .. MCA MCL1710 

LEFTY FRIZZELL .. Lefty Frizzell .. CBS CBS25017 

GENE AUTRY .. Gene Autry .. CBS 25016 

BOB WILLS .. Bob Wills .. CBS 85242 

VARIOUS .. Country Rock .. Warwick WW5120 

VARIOUS .. Country Scene .. MFP MFP5571 

SONS OF THE PIONEERS .. Sons Of The Pioneers .. CBS 25015 
ALABAMA .. Mountain Music .. RCA RCALP3071 

RONNIE MILSAP .. Inside .. RCA RCALP3095 

RAY STEVENS .. Don’t Laugh Now .. RCA RCALP3094 

ANNE MURRAY .. The Hottest Night Of The Year .. Capitol EST 12217 
JOHNNY YOUNG .. Next Stop On The Line .. Marina DBWLP1010 
THE DUFFY BROTHERS .. The Duffy Brothers .. Marina DBWLP1011 
GEORGE MOODY .. Dream Of Me .. Marina DBWLP1012 

VARIOUS .. Songs Of The American Trucker .. Marina DBWLP1013 
CONWAY TWITTY .. Shake It Up Baby .. Bulldog BDL1044 

VARIOUS .. Country Rock .. Warwick WW5120 


ALBUM RELEASES (U.S.A.) «: 


MICHAEL MURPHY .. Michael Martin Murphy .. Liberty 51120 
VARIOUS .. The Best Little Whorehouse In Texas (Film Soundtrack) .. MCA 6112 
DAVID ALLAN COE .. DAC .. Columbia FC38093 

STONEWALL JACKSON .. Solid Stonewall .. Phonorama 5554 

BARBARA MANDRELL .. He Set My Life To Music .. MCA MCA5330 

JOHNNY CASH .. The Adventures Of Johnny Cash .. Columbia FC38094 
WAYLON JENNINGS/WILLIE NELSON .. WW11 RCA AHL1-4455 

LOUISE MANDRELL/R.C. BANNON .. (You’re My) Super Woman 

(You're My) Incredible Man .. RCA AHL1-4377 

DOLLY PARTON .. Greatest Hits .. RCA AHL1-4422 

RICKY SKAGGS .. Highways & Heartaches .. Epic FE37996 

STEVE WARINER .. Steve Wariner .. RCA AHL1-4154 

CONWAY TWITTY .. Dream Maker .. Elektra 60182-1 

ED BRUCE... I Write It Down .. MCA MCA5323 

ANNE MURRAY .. The Hottest Night Of The Year .. Capitol ST-12225 
OSMOND BROTHERS .. The Osmond Brothers .. Elektra 60180-1 

WILLIE NELSON .. The Best Of Willie Nelson .. RCA RCA4420 

GEORGE BURNS .. Young At Heart .. Mercury 4061 

TOM JONES .. Country .. Mercury SRM14062 

TANYA TUCKER .. Changes .. Arista AL9596 

LORETTA LYNN .. Making Love From Memory .. MCA MCA5354 

THE THRASHER BROTHERS .. Country In My Soul .. MCA MCA5352 

TANYA TUCKER .. The Best Of Tanya Tucker .. MCA MCA5357 


BRITAIN’S NO.7 CLUB 


Beside Country Club 


Y Wharf Road, Frimley Green, Nr. Camberley, Surrey 
INTERNATIONAL SUPERSTAR 


GLEN  anicnts ony 
CAMPBELL 


OCTOBER 8th & Sth Admission: £8. 
- £10. £12. £13. £15. £20. Dinner: £8 extra 


If you see an advertisement in 
the press, in print, on posters 
or a cinema commercial which 
you find unacceptable, write to 
us at the address below. (TV 
and radio commercials are 
dealt with by the |.B.A,) 

The Advertising 


Standards Authority. 
ASA Ltd. Brook House. Tomngton Place, London WCIE 7HN. 


GEORGE 
HAMILTON IV 


OCTOBER 22nd & 23rd 
2 NIGHTS ONLY 
Fri: £4:50. Sat: £5:50 Dinner: £8 extra 


Supported by Guest Star CATHIE STEWART 


TEL: DEEPCUT 6464 or 5939 For further information or send S.A.E. 
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TITLE 
Artist, Label & Number 


(Dist. Label) 


ALWAYS ON MY 
MIND A 


Willie Neison 
Columbia FC 3795) 


WEEKS 
AT #1 
14 


CBS 


MOUNTAIN MUSIC 
Alabama, RCA AHL1 4229 
WAITIN' FOR 


THE SUN TO SHINE 
Ricky Skaggs. Epic FE 
37193 


JUST SYLVIA 


Sylvia, RCA AHL.1-4263 RCA 
INSIDE 

Ronnie Milsap. RCA AHL 

4311 RCA 
LOVE WILL TURN YOU 
AROUND 

Kenny Rogers, Liberty LO 

51124 CAP 


FAMILY'S FINE BUT THIS 
ONE’S MINE 


David Frizzel, Warner/Viva 

23688 WEA 
BIG CITY 

Merle Haggard, Epic FE 

37593 CBS 


THE BEST LITTLE 
WHOREHOUSE IN TEXAS 


Motion Picture Soundtrack 
MCA 6112 MCA 


THE MAN WITH THE 
GOLDEN THUMB 
Jerry Reed, RCA AHL1.4215 
HIGH NOTES 

Hank Williams, Jr. Elektra, 
Curb £1-60100 (Elektra) 
SOMEWHERE IN THE 
STARS 


Rosanne Cash, Columbia 
FC-37570 


QUIET LIES 


Juice Newton, Capitol ST 
2210 


SOUTHERN COMFORT 
Conway Twitty, Elektra El 
60005 


FEELS SO RIGHT A 
Alabama, RCA AHL 3930 
INSIDE OUT 

Lee Greenwood, MCA 5305  ==MCA 
THE PRESSURE IS ON @ 
Hank Williams Jr., 
Elektra/Curb 5E 53 
GREATEST HITS A 
Willie Nelson, 

Columbia KC2 37542 

THE LEGEND GOES ON 
The Statler Brothers, 

Mercury SRM 1-4048 
(Polygram) 

SHE’S NOT CHEATIN’ 
(SHE'S JUST GETTIN’ 
EVEN) 

Moe Bandy. Columbia FC 
38009 


IN BLACK & WHITE 

Barbara Mandrell. MCA 

5295 MCA 
STRAIT FROM THE HEART 
George Strait. MCA 5320 MCA 
TOO GOOD TO HURRY 


aay McClain, Epic FE 


RCA 


WEA 


WEA 


CBS 


POL 


CBS 


38064 CBS 
NUMBER ONES 
Conway Twitty. MCA 5318 MCA 


16TH AVENUE 
Lacy J. Dalton, Columbia 
FC 37975 CBS 
GREATEST HITS A 
Kenny Rogers. Liberty LOO 
1072 

UNLIMITED 

Reba McEntire. Mercury 

SRM. 1-4047 

THIS DREAM’S ON ME 
Gene Watson. MCA-5302 

MY HOME’S IN 
ALABAMA A@ 

Alabama, RCA AHL1.3644 
LISTEN TO THE RADIO 
Don Williams, MC 5306 
BLACK ON BLACK 
Waylon Jennings RCA 

AHL] 4247 

GREATEST HITS 

The Bellamy Brothers 

Warner Brothers 26397 1 
WHEN WE WERE BOYS 
The Bellamy Brothers 

Elektra Curb £1-60099 
STRAIT COUNTRY 
George Strait. MCA 5248 
BOBBIE SUE 

Oak Ridge Boys. MCA 5294 
HEART BREAK EXPRESS 
Dolly Parton. RCA AHL 1 
4289 


| AM WHAT | AM @ 


George Jones, Epic JE 
36586 


MCA 


CBS 
BUSTED 
John Conlee. MCA 5310 MCA 
STICKIN’ TOGETHER 
The Kendalls. Mercury 
SRM} 4046 (Polygram) POL 
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STILL THE SAME OLE ME 
George Jones. Epic FE 
37100 CBS 
THE DAVID FRIZZELL AND 
SHELLY WEST ALBUM 
Warner/Viva BSK 3643 
MICHAEL MARTIN 


MURPHEY 
Michael Martin Murphey, 


Liberty 51120 
CARRYIN’ ON 


THE FAMILY NAMES 

David Frizzell & Shelly 

West, Warner Bros. BSK 

3555 WEA 


LAST TRAIN TO HEAVEN 


Boxcar Willie, Main Street 
ST 73001 (Capito!) CAP 


CONWAY'S #1 CLASSICS, 
VOL. | 


Conway Twitty, Elektra E1 
60115 


WEA 


CAP 


(WEA) 
CIMARRON 
Emmylou Harris, 
Warner Bros, BSK 3603 WEA 


LOVE TO BURN 
Ronnie McDowell. Epic FE 
38017 CBS 


AMAZING GRACE 


Cristy Lane, Liberty 51117 CAP 
STEP BY STEP @ 

Eddie Rabbitt, Eiektra 5E 

532 WEA 
GREATEST HITS A 

Ronnie Milsap, RCA AAL! 

3772 RCA 


FANCY FREE & 
The Oak Ridge Boys, MCA 
5209 


FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Ricky Skaggs, Rounder 
015] IND 


GREATEST HITS & 
ee Ridge Boys, MCA 


THE ROY CLARK SHOW 
LIVE FROM AUSTIN CITY 
LIMITS 

Roy Clark, Churchill CR 
9421 


JUICE & 


Juice Newton, Capitol ST 
12136 


COME BACK TO ME 
Marty Robbins, Columbia 


FC 37995 

THE BEST OF 
EDDIE RABBITT @ 
Elektra 6E 235 


DESPERATE DREAMS 
ae Raven, Elektra SE 


OH GIRL 


Con Hunley, Warner 
Brothers 1.23693 


STARDUST A 
Willie Nelson, Columbia JC 
5305 


ROWDY 
Hank Williams Jr, 
Elektra/Curb 6E 330 


SEVEN YEAR ACHE 
Rosanne Cash, Columbia JC 
36965 


PISTOL PACKIN’ MAMA 
Hoyt Axton. Jeremiah JH 
5003 IND 


AFTER ALL THESE YEARS 
Tompall & The Glaser 
Brothers, Elektra £60148 


GREATEST HITS A 
ae Mora. Capit :! SOO 
1211 


MCA 


MCA 
CAP 


CBS 


WEA 
WEA 
WEA 
CBS 
WEA 


CBS 


(WEA) 


CAP 
GREATEST HITS & 
Waylon Jennings, RCA 
AAL1.-3378 RCA 
SEASONS OF THE HEART 
John Denver. PCA AHL1 


4256 RCA 
SUGAR FREE 

Dave Rowland Elektra E! 

6001) WEA 
TALK TO ME 

Cindy Hurt 


Churchill CR-9422 
SHARE YOUR LOVE & 


Kenny Rogers. Liberty LOO 
1108 


BET YOUR HEART ON ME 


Johnny Lee, Full Moon 
Asylum 5€ 541 


WINDOWS 


The Charlie Daniels Band 
Epic FE 37694 


SOFT TOUCH 

Tammy Wynette. Epic 

37980 

CHARLEY SINGS 
EVERYBODY'S CHOICE 
Pride. RCA AHL 4287 


FINALLY 
TG Sheppard 
Warner/Curb BSK 3600 


MCA 


WEA 


CBS 


CBS 


RCA 


WEA 


- Superstars are awarded to those products demonstrating the greatest sales gains this week (Prime Movers). ::*: 
x Stars are awarded to other products demonstrating significant gains. @ Recording industry Assn. of America 
seal for sales of 500,000 units (seal indicated by dot). A Recording Industry Assn. of America seal for sales of 
1,000,000 units (seal indicated by triangle). 


Chart reproduced courtesy of Billboard Publication Inc. 
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While superb stage performers and chart topping country acts rightly grab the lions share of the 
country music headlines, it would be somewhat pointless if there were not new talent coming through 
at the bottom end of the market to ensure the vitality and continuity of the music. These past few 
years have seen ‘new’ names come to the fore in both the charts and in awards nominations more 
than very before. Names such as Razzy Bailey, T.G. Sheppard, Juice Newton, Terri Gibbs, Aner 
Alabama, George Strait and Ricky Skaggs immediately spring to mind, proving that the door to COU 


the big time is open to all. MUSIC KIPPI 


CMRU intends to bring to your notice some of the upcoming stars on the country music scene in a 
new series titled ‘New To You?’. 


- by Don Ford 


One of the nicest sights around Nashville’s Music 
Row these days is Kippi Brannon, the 16 year old 
who still attends High School and lives with her 
parents and two younger brothers in Goodlettsville, 
Tennessee. Despite being described as a Brooke 
Shields lookalike, despite a legitimate claim to 
being one of the youngest people ever to sign a 
major recording contract, despite an ever 
expanding schedule of television and personal 
appearances with such major country acts as Jerry 
Lee Lewis and Ronnie Milsap as well as labelmates 
George Strait and Lee Greenwood, Kippi Brannon 
remains a delightful, unaffected girl, capable of 
extremely eloquent expression of her ambitions 
and dreams. 


MCA Records and her producer, Chuck Howard, 
chose ‘Slowly’ as her first single release, the song 
peaking at 37 on the Billboard charts. “The success 
of ‘Slowly’ has opened a lot of doors for me,” says 
Kippi, “I’ve even had a couple of movie offers, but | 
turned them down because they weren't right for me. 
| want to establish myself in music first, and maybe 
later branch out into other things.” 


Through special arrangements with her school the 
budding star, who has also thought of later studying 
law, spends many afternoons at MCA’s Nashville 
offices working hard at the more mundane aspects 
of her career. 


She is interested in presenting a different kind of 
country sound. “I guess refreshing is the best way 
to describe it,” she explains, “it’s not twangy and 
not MOR, it’s country through and through, but with 
a fresh twist. It’s sort of like bringing back the past 
and putting a little 1982 into it.” 


The artist's live shows reflect her diverse musical 
tastes, songs like ‘Slowly’ finding themselves 
alongside such classics as ‘I’m So Lonesome | 
Could Cry’. In terms of the range of material I do 
live,” says Kippi, “my show is close to what Linda 
Ronstadt does, without trying to imitate her.” 


Since being discovered singing at a charity function 
in a local shopping centre and signing with MCA 
Records in July, 1981, Kippi Brannon has been 
building a solid base from which to turn potential 
into fulfillment, including signing with Florida based 
management company Docron and putting 
together her own band. 


Currently the 5’ 7” teenager with brown hair and 
blue green eyes will be watching the progress of her 
latest single, ‘He Don’t Make Me Cry’, which hit the 
charts last month. 
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Just drop aline to: Johnny West c/o 48 Lowndes Avenue, Chesham, Bucks, 
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Wagons Roll! We are on our way, 
Al - M18 - M1, no sooner had we 
hit the M18 than it hit back - there 
was a crack like a pistol shot - the 
windscreen had gone. Groans all 
round - Tony struggles to see the 
road through the shattered screen, 
but he brings the Transit van to a 
safe halt on the hard shoulder. 
Luckily, their insurance covers a 
replacement screen, and a call on 
the emergency phone determines- 
where to get a new one. The 
shattered screen has to be 
removed, what a job, there’s glass 
everywhere, but a combined effort 
soon gets the job done. 


On now to Woodall services, it’s 
very draughty and there are still 
fragments of glass blowing about, 


then somebody says, “Can we 
have the window open, it’s getting 
warm in here”. Reach the services, 
the windscreen people get to work 
and 1% hours and several cups of 
tea later, we resume our journey to 
London with a shiny new screen. 


Everyone gets comfortable again, 
and Alex tells me his theory about 
the cones that guard the endless 
roadworks on our motorways. He 
reckons that they are aliens from 
another planet and they live on 
tarmac (logical really, as there is’ 
always a hole wherever there is a 
cone). There are tiny baby ones, 
mummy and big daddy ones. The 
ones with lights on are police 
cones and the tall thin ones are 
soldiers. They are all marching 
relentlessly on to London to take 
over the government. Tony at the 
wheel, keeping very alert for the 
constant lane changing and the 
continual roadworks, it’s not easy 
driving the M1 these days. 


There’s a continual cross-flow of 
inane chatter from the lads and 


honestly, I couldn’t stop laughing - 
loved the one from Stuart about 
someone driving along with one of 
their passengers backside hanging 
out of the window and how he 
wished he'd had an airgun!!, it 
doesn't ‘bare’ thinking about. And 
the story from Dave about his new 
school cap - bought to keep his 
head warm and dry - when it rained, 
he tucked it inside his blazer - so 
that it didn’t get wet. Tony chips in 
with his tale about the time he was 
talking to ‘Raging Bull’ on his C.B. 
This guy tells Tony that he’s got an 
R.R. “Oh!, a Reliant Robin” says 
Tony. “No, a Rolls Royce you b..... 


fool, you must know me, I’m on TV. 


I’m a comedian and my initials are 
B.M”. Tony comes back with 
“Barry Manilow?” “No you stupid 


«-:++ Bernard Manning. 


More jokes and stories and a little 
sing song as we journey on past 
Junction 17. There are a few spots 
of rain, thank goodness for the new 
windscreen, we would have been 
very wet without one. Just a little 
farther on there’s a large suitcase in 
the middle lane, obviously fallen off 
someone’s roof rack, it could easily 
have caused an accident. 


Heavy discussion going on now 
about the way Vintage, Veteran and 
Classic cars are defined, Alex is a 
real nut about old cars, especially 
his own Consul Capri, of which 
there are only 40 still around. On 
past Junction 16 and the dreaded 
roadworks again, closely guarded 
by several regiments of soldier 
cones, brand new ones!!! Stuart 
pretends to sleep, while Alex 
pinches one of Dave's cigars, lights 
it and passes it to Stuart - Dave is 
not amused. 


Signpost looms up for Luton Airport 
and Dunstable, so now we have an 


A 


impromptu cabaret, witn jokes 
about Luton Airport and 
Dunstabubble and then a few bars 
from some of the songs they will be 
performing tonight. We discuss 
their next tour with Linda Cassady 
and the joys or otherwise of eight 
people sharing a Transit van for any 
length of time. The lads tell me that 
they have learned a lot from 
backing other artistes on national 
tours, such as the Warner Mack 
tour earlier this year. I was 
surprised to hear that Alex, the 
drummer, hasn’t been into ‘country’ 
long, and was really a ‘rock 
drummer at heart, that was until he 
heard Jimmy C. Newman and 
Cajun Country at Wembley, he says 
that an incredible wall of sound hit 
him like a ton of bricks and changed 
his whole attitude to ‘country’ and 
he is now beginning to love it. 


We are nearing London now and 
still pushing time, it’s a good job we 
left early, but we decide not to stop 
for coffee, just in case there should 
be any more delays. I had not 
realised just how nerve-wracking a 
puncture or a broken windscreen 
can be toa band on the road. 
However, spirits are still high and 


we have another session of jokes 
interspersed with a few bars of 
several country songs and fabulous 
impressions of Eddie Waring, Ken 
Dodd and Tarzan and Jane. 


We reach Junction 4 and leave the 
motorway - the Post Office Tower is 
on the horizon - just a spit anda 
whistle away now. Stop for petrol 
and then drive through Hendon and 
head for Downtown Cricklewood, 
with windows wound down, so 
that the lads can whistle at some 
very pretty girls. 


Stuart asks directions several times 
- what a problem - round and round 
- still a little way to go - take a right - 
under a bridge - the aerial hits the 
top of a bridge - click click click - 
Tony hopes it doesn’t break the 
aerial off. Eventually we reach the 
Grosvenor Rooms, after about 5% 
hours ‘on the road’ Dave Bryan and 
Moonshine have arrived at the 
venue. Can they relax now? Not on 
your life - they unload the gear - 
park the van and start unpacking 


by Morna Butler 


and setting their equipment up. 
Warm work this - Tony and Alex 
strip to the waist - it’s much harder 
than I ever imagined - but with 
incredible speed and ability. each 
piece of equipment gradually sits in 
it’s correct place on the stage. 


A welcome tray of tea and biscuits 
arrive - quickly demolished - and 
back to work - no rest at all till 
everything is right. Sound checks 
next, this takes a little time. 
Finally. there’s a rehearsal with 
Jed Ford, they are backing Jed in 
the middle spot tonight. The time 
8pm and the lads are on stage in30 
minutes. 


The Grosvenor Rooms are very 
swish, beautiful decor in gold and 
blue, with lovely mirrored walls, 
elegantly draped with blue 
curtains. The really large stage is 
backed with mirrors and a couple 
of flags. 


Showtime, and on stage Dave 
Bryan in a smart white outfit and 
Moonshine in white suits and red 
shirts, crisp, fresh and 
immaculate, not a sign of the 
hassle of the afternoon. Their first 
set lasted about an hour and the 
very appreciative audience were 
entertained with some great 
country songs which included 
“Sing Me Back Home’, ‘Jaded 
Lover’, ‘Peach Picking Time In 
Georgia’ and ‘Old Dogs and 
Children and Water Melon Wine’, 


Day In The Life 
“OfDave Bryan 
Moonshine 


Dave Bryan and Moonshine (Tony, Stuart and Alex) came to my studio recently 
for a photo session, they were on their way to a gig at the Grosvenor Rooms in 
London. The session was hilarious, but the pics turned out well. Afterwards, the 
lads had a cup of tea with me and they suggested that I go withthem to London _ 
and take some more photographs. I was persuaded, after all it’s not every day 
that four good looking guys offer to let me tag along. 


from Dave. Then Stuart, of the 
delicious dark brown voice, gave 
them ‘Coffee Black’, (that’s what I 
callit)and ‘Della andthe Dealer’. 


There’s a ‘country’ disco during the 
interval, we have a meal and then 
it’s time for the middle spot, the 
lads are backing Jed Ford. Jed sang 
lots of songs, including ‘Blue Eyes 
Crying In The Rain’ and ‘Good 
Hearted Woman’ and with much 
hand-clapping and joky chatter 
tries to involve the customers. At 
the end of his set, Jed thanked Dave 
and the boys, they had worked hard 
and well. 


A second interval, with disco, raffle 
and give-aways. Then back bounce 
Dave, Tony, Stuart and Alex for 
their third and last spot of the night. 
Tony is allowed to sing ‘Put 
Another Log On The Fire’ which 
was enjoyed by everyone. Great 
rendering of ‘Bob Wills Is Still The 
King’ from Stuart and some really 
super songs from Dave. these 
included, ‘Billy’, ‘Champagne’ and 
‘Freckles’, it’s the first time I have 
heard this lovely song. Lots more 
pleasant and unusual numbers 
from the lads before they closed the 
show with ‘There Stands The 
Glass’. 


The end of the evening’s 
entertainment, but certainly not the 
end of the night. Out of the super 
white suits, on with the jeans and 
on with the job. Quickly and 
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efficiently they take apart and pack 
their precious gear and carry it 
down the stairs, it all looks so heavy 
and they all look so tired, but it’s 
relentless, it all has to be packed 
into the van. I just sit in the foyer 
and keep an eye on the gear until 
it’s all packed into the van and get 
chatted up by a legless drunk who 
insists on shaking hands with me, 
about twenty times. 
With Stuart at the wheel, we are 
homeward bound. The time? Around 
2.30am. Not much chatter now, 
everyone dozes, except Stuart of 
course. We just motored on, leaving 
London behind. The roads were 
quiet and in the fields alongside the 
motorway, the thick swirly mist lay 
like a heavy white blanket. It was so 
eerie, I expected to see 
Frankenstein’s Castle looming up 
out of the mist. At 4am. we stopped 
at one of the services for food and 
coffee (Dave has been starving ever 
since we left London). Tony and I 
couldn't face food at this unearthly 


hour, but the others tucked into 


_ sausage, chips and beans, and 
“Dave was grumbing all the time 


that his sausages weren't cooked. 


Wagons roll again, we head north 
with Tony driving. There’s a lovely 
resy glow in the early morning sky 
as the huge red sun rises, it’s like a 
phoenix rising from the ashes of the 
céol grey sky. I fell asleep and woke 
with just a couple of miles to go to 
my home. It’s 6am. as the van pulls 
up outside my house, and I wearily 
say thank you and goodnight (or 
sfiould I say good morning) to Dave 
and the boys. They still have 
another half hour journey before 
they can go to bed. 


Lthoroughly enjoyed the 
experience. I had no idea what to 
expect when I set out on this 
wonderful journey and I now realise 
that far from being a glamourous 
life, it is an extremely hard one. I 
went along to take a few 
photographs, I didn’t do any work, 
just enjoyed the music and I literally 
slept for 24 hours, I was shattered. 
In future, when I see Dave Bryan 
and Moonshine bounce on to a 
stage and give their audience a 
great evening's entertainment, I will 
know how hard they have worked 
just to be there and perform. 


Thank you lads, for allowing me the 
privelege of joining you for a day in 
the life of Dave Bryan and 
Moonshine. 
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THIS IS NOT A SITUATION VACANT ADVERTISMENT. 


NELSONS 
COLUMN 


Pete Nelson 


Much as it goes against my nature to say ‘I told you so’ I’ve just got to draw your attention to C.M.R.U. Vol.6 
No9 (August edition) where | finished off an article on Joe Brown with the words ‘‘risking one of the rare 
Nelson predictions, | have a sneaking feeling that Joe Brown will do in British country music what Frank Ifield 
did a couple of years back’’...well, anyone who was at Peterborough on the Friday night will not need telling 
that the prediction not only was correct, it was well surpassed, and anyone who was not there can read about 


it elsewhere in the paper.... 


ANNIVERSARY SHOW 


One of the most successful Clubs in the north west has 
got to be the High Lane CMC in Stockport, Pam, Eddie 
and the good folks there run a well organised 
operation. All this good work does not go unrewarded, 
as the organisers have often to turn customers away 
because the club is full, and that surely is the best 
reward a club organiser can get. November 6th the 
club celebrates it’s fourth Anniversary with a show 
featuring the excellent Chris Beckett and Expression, I 
had the good fortune recently of working with this 
band, and all I can say is that the fans in Stockport are 
in for a real treat. 


RADIO LANCASHIRE 
EXPANDS 


Radio Lancashire’s country music programme 
*Countrystyle’ has at last been extended to one hour 
every week. It has previously held down a half hour 
spot (with a repeat). Bob Roberts who presents the 
show tells me that now he has gained the extra time, 
it’s to be used in promoting more of the local scene. If 
this is true I can only applaud Bob, and wish him every 
success in what he is doing. The programmes new time 
is one O'clock every Saturday lunch time. 


AN ENJOYABLE EVENING 


You could be forgiven for saying where? - When anyone 
mentions Lazonby to you, I know I did. However, just 
like me, you will certainly never forget the sleepy little 
Cumbrian village just south of Carlisle once you have 
visited their country music club at the village hall. Very 
warm and friendly people, as indeed are most Cumbrian 
folk, the residents have that wonderful way of making a 
country music show more than just a concert, it is more 
like an event and a night out rolled into one. I was lucky 
enough to be the quest of the club a few weeks back, to 
see a band who | had not had the good fortune to catch 
before....Chris Beckett and Expression, and what a 
wonderful show they gave, as they covered a very wide 
range of entertaining material, (including some 
impressions), their outfits are colourful to say the least, 
and with keyboards, guitar, bass guitar, drums, fiddle, 
pedal steel, and banjo in their line up, the musicianship 
of this band was well demonstrated. 


DID SOMEONE ELSE 


GET YOURS 
LAST MONTH? 


With our rapidly increasing following 


this could easily happen. Where as we are glad to have 
new readers, we don’t want a sudden outcry from 


regulars that they can’t get it. 


So to ensure your regular copy of 
Britian’s best Country Music Publication 


complete this form and take it to your local newsagent. 


THIS MONTH 


] Dear Mr Newsagent, please order me my regular monthly : 


copy of Country Music Round Up. 


| (Britain's first Country Music Newspaper) starting with the ; 
...edition, My name and address are as follows: 


F AGM SMRMISS sexs spete 372. arassa5 of arotaroratacéntore peepee eter 


Country Music Round Up can be obtained through 
W. H. Smith’s, John Menzies and other leading wholesalers 


throughout the U.K. 


Country Music Round Up is distributed nationally by: 


Spotlight Distribution Ltd., 
Spotlight House, 1 Benwell Road, 
Holloway, London N7.7A¥. 


i 
i 
i 
| Mr Newsagent please note that: 
i 
i 
1 Circulation 01-607 6411 (Bill Pitson) 


je a ne re 


Aw to heck with it, | can’t contain myself, - ‘1 TOLD YOU SO!’ 


Ww ww 


The Lazonby CMC gave them a trmendous ovation 
which was really well deserved, ves, this is a band and 
club I can really recommend. 


MAKING IT ON HIS OWN 


Quite a familiar figure around the northern and 
Derbyshire circuit is a quy by the name of Graham 
Broughton, the former lead singer with the Manchester 
outfit the Sundown Band....Graham has recently 
struck out as a solo act, establishing a style of his own, 
although I suppose it could be compared to that of 
John Denver. Kecently I caught Graham working, and 
captivating his audience with an easy style of delivery, 
some marvellous songs and an unassuming way of 
chatting to his congregation. He ran through songs like 
‘Some Days Are Diamonds’, ‘The Cowboy and the 
Lady’, ‘I Don’t Wanna Cry’ and even Poco’s ‘Rose Of 
Cimarron’ which was requested from the audience. 


There are few country acts who can handle working 
completely solo, but Graham Broughton has that 
knack of communication, a quality learned from 
lengthy experience of working with audiences in many 
branches of entertainment. 


AND FINALLY..... 


dust this very moment a letter has dropped through the 
door extolling the virtues of a band I have yet to catch, 
but as the letter is from a person who’s judgement is 
usually very good, I will quote... “I thought I would 
write to you about a band that appeared at High Lane 
on Saturday night, namely the Yellowstone Picnic 
Band. Here is a band that can certainly compete with 
the Americans. Their work rate, presentation, and 
choice of material ranging from Sons of the Pioneers, 
cajun, and western swing are first class. there are six 
members, each excelling in his own field. Infact their 
many years collated in country music really show. Let 
us hope that somebody in Britain will really promote 
them and help them to the top”. That letter came from 
Pamela Smith, and reinforces everything I have heard 
about this band from various parts of the country, I can 
add nothing to Pam’s letter except Amen, - but I have 
serious doubt about anyone ‘helping’ them to the 


GINNY’S 


Uy sc esi mn ll 


INVINCIBLE 


cManitold “Promotions 


—— Midland’s Top Country Music Agency 


Solo’s, Duo’s, Trio’s, Bands 


This MONTHS FEATURED 
ARTIST 


Sit and Listen Watch or Dance 


In_association with other reputable 
agencies from all over the British 
Isles we can bring you the cream of 
the new acts into your area. 


If you need help with your 
entertainment then we will call and 
discuss it with you. 


We are only a phone call away 
Contact: Les Manifold 
Cornubia 


Warrencarr 
GRAHAM BROUGHTON Matlock Derbys 


Telephone: 062 983 4625 - 062 983 4821 


DON'T BE LEFT OUT 
1H THE RAIH AGAIN? 
If you're not listed 
in our Directory 
it's probably your 
own fault, so put 
matters right now. 


Prior to HMS Invincible returning from 
the sharp end of the Falklands action, 
the crew wrote to Little Ginny asking 
her to become the ships’ Radio Station 
pin up after her records had been in 
great demand on Invincibles radio 
service. 


A delighted Ginny has accepted and 
met the ship on its return to Britain, 
making no secret that Invincible’s 
helicopter man, Prince Andrew, could 
become her pin up anytime. Little 
Ginny has also been invited to join a 
concert tour to the Falklands 


“Mary Bailey 


Canada’s International 


ke & Margaret Store 


Head Office: Hudderstield (0484) 657054. 


Britain's National Country Music Agency 
59 Knowl Road.. Golcar, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire 


WE’RE NOT ONLY THE BIGGEST 
BUTLOOK AT THESE TREMENDOUS ACTS 
YOU CAN BOOK THROUGH US:- 


WES’ acrpe RAMUDA @ ANN & RAY BRETT 
: __SADDLETRAMPS @ DARI HOLLOW enon. 


CHUCK LAYBURN 8 RYMAN @ SPRINGFIELD 
COLLIER-DIXON LINE @ DOWN COUNTY BOYS 
WHITE LINE FEVER @ AL BARRETT’S LINEMEN 
KEN HARRIS & PLAYBOYS 
and many, many more including exclusive 
a European representation | of LINDA CASSADY. 


HUNDREDS MORE ACTS AVAILABLE 


ENGLAND : HUDDERSFIELD (0484) 657054/5 
SCOTLAND: ROBERT CAMERON (0955) 2646 


CLUB 
SECRETARIES 


Are you Selling Britain's 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


- offering the greatest coverage of 
country music - is available for club 
sales. Why don't you find out details 
and let your members have the 
latest news fast every month? 


Phone 0522 685507 


For details of 
special club rates 


DUE TO TV SCHEDULE, 
TOUR POSTPONED 
UNTIL 1983. 


Some dates available for 
bookings and enquiries contact: 
Dick Grant 01 870 7259 (after 
6.00pm) or Pauline Crowhurst 
(Cambridge) 0223 872048. 


Licence: YH81 
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SOOO 


Hi. Rather a condensed ‘scene’ this month, due to shorage of news. However there are 
an armful of albums you should be aware of. Jerry Lee Lewis has his usual crop of 
re-issues. Like ‘A Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On’, ‘The Pumpin’ Piano Cat’, ‘Great Balls 
of Fire’ (all on the Charly label) and ‘Motive Series’, on the German Phonogram label. 
At press time the Stray Cats ‘Built For Speed’ (EMI import) is racing up the American 
charts and could quite easily make the number one spot. 


Sonet’s ‘Flashbacks Volume 3’ 
offers a tremendous mix of fities/ 
early sixties styles, mostly from 
black sources. There’s 
instrumental/vocal dance music, 
Johnny & The Hurricanes ‘Reveille 
Rock’, ‘Hully Gully’, by the 
Olympics, Roy Milton’s ‘The 
Hucklebuck’ and a further slice of 
Johnny & The Hurricanes with ‘Red 
River Rock’. Clifton Chenier 
provides the sounds of Zydeco, 
that weird Cajun derivative, with 
‘Choo Choo Cha Boogie’. The 
“‘Doo-wop” groups get an airing 
with the Penquins ‘Earth Angel’ 
(arguably the first ‘doop wop’ 
record, from the best of the black 
vocal groups)..... The Platters ‘The 
Great Pretender’. Rhythm ‘n’ 
Blues in it’s various guises is 
present, Etta James ‘Love Letters’, 
Tommy Edwards ‘It’s All In The 
Game’, The Kingsmen ‘Louie 
Louie’, Jewel Akens ‘Birds & 
Bees’ Rockabilly is featured just 
once, and that is a cover version, 
Hank C. Burnett’s ‘Red Cadillac & 
A Black Moustache’. Black girl 
groups are represented by the 
Teddy Bears ‘To Know Him Is To 
Love Him’, and soul, both hard 
Memphis and the watered down 
white version, are typified by Bob 
& Earl ‘Harlem Shuffle’ and 
Dionne Warwick’s ‘Walk On By’. 
Dallas Frazier’s nonsensical 
composition, ‘Alley Oop’, 
performed by the black sounding 
white group, The Hollywood 
Argylles gains yet another airing, 
and the music of the fifties, rock ‘n’ 
roll, is perfectly demonstrated by 
the genre’s top selling song, ‘Blue 
Suede Shoes’ and the outfit that 
gave the music to the world Bill 
Haley & The Comets. Finally there 
are two trax that have no 
significance whatsoever. Gene 


Pitney’s ‘Twenty Four Hours From 
Tulsa’ and B.J. Thomas 
‘Raindrops Keep Falling On My 
Head’. A unique album in that, in 
just two sides the entire spectrum 
of fities/early sixties music is seen 
at once. 


A more countryfied album of early 
rock music can be obtained with 
“Boogie Woogie Fever’ (Charly). 
Here we find largely West Coast 
artistes with Tennessee Ernie Ford 
‘Catfish Boogie’, ‘Blackberry 
Boogie’, ‘Shotgun Boogie’. Cliffie 
Stone, Tennessee Ernie’s former 
arranger and producer, with 
‘Barracuda’ and ‘Jump Rope 
Boogie’. Merle Travis, that 
ace guitarist gives forth with 
‘Louisiana Boogie’ and the Louvin 
Brothers pay ‘Cash On The 
Barrelhead’. The rest of the artistes 
are little known and therefore 
probably more interesting than the 
aforementioned. Ramblin’ Jimmie 
Dolan ‘Juke Box Boogie’, ‘Hot Rod 
Race’. Leon Chappel ‘’'m A Do 
Right Daddy’ (a ‘steal’ from the 
Light Crust Doughboys), ‘Slow 
Down Sweet Mama’. The Milo 
Twins ‘Down Town Boogie’, ‘Baby 
Buggy Boogie’, Gene O’Quin 
‘Boogie Woogi Fever’, ‘Texas 
Boogie’ and Jess Willard ‘Honky 
Tonkin’ All The Time’. Dave 
Edmunds new single is ‘From 
Small Things Big Things Come’/ 
“Your True Love’ (Arista). Both 
tracks are culled from the 
marvellous “D.E:7’ album. 


TAKING CARE OF 
ELVIS 


The East London Branch of El’s fan 
club will be holding their monthly 
Film/Disco event at 212 


Bishopsgate, London on Saturday 
30th October. The event runs from 
3pm to 10.30pm and all proceeds 
go to the St. Thomas Hospital 
Heart Research Fund.....The 
Leicestershire South Branch run 
frequent events, phone Bob Shaw 
on (0455) 634484. There’s a most 
interesting book, imported from 
Holland, ‘The Hillbilly Cat’. Priced 
£2:50 the book deals with Elvis’ 
roots and is packed with early 
photos..... Then there’s ‘King Of 
Rock & Roll’, by Richard Wootton, 
traces ‘The King’s” meteoric rise to 
fame. Price £5:95. 


CLUB NEWS 


The Jubilee Hall Maldon, Essex, 
stage regular rockabilly/rock ‘n’ roll 
evenings, featuring ‘live’ acts and 
disco. Dates to the end of this year 
are 2nd and 16th October, 20th 
November, 11th and 31st 
December. Introduce yourself to 
Maurice Stutely and a warm 
welcome is guaranteed. 


ODDS ‘N’ ENDS 


Eddie Cochran, had he lived, would 
have been forty-four on the 3rd of 
this month. Jerry Lee Lewis’ voice 
has been used to advertise 
McDonald’s hamburgers in the 
states, but the company, thinking 
that hellraiser Jerry’s reputation 
does not match their clean cut 
image, have withdrawn the adverts. 


Happy Birthday to Billy Lee Riley 
on the 5th, Chuck Berry on the 
18th. The 29th is the birthdate of 
the late J.P. Richardson (The Big 
Bopper) and Gene Vincent died on 
the 12th October, 1971. 


’Fraid that’s all for now. See ya. 


A Month In The 


Country: Wherever 3 


You Are 


October ir Country Music Month 


SHOPS CLUBS ETC 


SUPPLIED ON 
WHOLESALE TERMS 


HATS, BOLO TIES, BELTS, 
BUCKLES, BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


estem 


eS 


26 Parkside Avenue, Romford, Essex RM1 4ND 
Tel: Romford (STD 0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact other Western goods 


advertisers in this publication. 
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DREW TAYLOR 
ORGANISATION 
INCO., BIG RK MUSIC. 
PRESENT 


=NNY SER 


COUNTRY MUSIC SHOW 
with special guests 
RUBY RENDALL 
HAMILTONS POWER 


Tickets available from the venues and the top price is £3:00!!! 


September 

Saturday 25th Eden Court Theatre, Inverness 

Sunday 26th Grand Ole Opry, Glasgow 

Monday 27th Carnegie Hall, Dunfermline 

Tuesday 28th The Magnun,, Irvine 

Wednesday 29th Carnegie Arts Centre, Workington 

Thursday 30th Medina Theatre, Isle of Wight 

October 

Friday ist Assembly Hall, Walthamstow 

Saturday 2nd Flight Refueling Sports & Social Club 
Merley, Dorset 

Sunday 3rd The 3 B’s Theatre Bar, Bridlington 

Monday 4th Pontins Holiday Camp, Hemsby 

Wednesday 6th The Cinema, Leiston, Suffolk 


Kenny Seratt has three excellent albums on the Big ‘R’ Label. 
available from your local record shop or mail order from Big ‘R’ Records, 
Riding The Big ‘A’ — £3:99 Saturday Night In Dallas — £3:99 
Give Me A Title I'll Write You A Song — £1:99 All available on cassette. 


29, HIGH STREET, 
BIGGAR 
LANARKSHIRE. PHONE 0899 20666 
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The stars trecked to the space beside the Nene to join up for the annual Ford Galaxy. The smiles 
of the top level personnel from Mercedes-Benz Truck Division beamed down on an event that had, 
for them, as main sponsors, “very positive vibrations’. 


Satellite trade stands revolved around the main supertent, a canvas and trailer colony established itself on 
the perimiter of the galaxy, and for good measure there was the usual attack from the ‘cling-ons’ all 
demanding complimentary tickets, to be beaten off. . .no doubt about it the Peterborough Festival of Country 


Music was back in business for its third session. 


The fans shuttled in from all parts of the universe, to sample the delights of what is fast establishing itself 
as the best free Carnival in the hemisphere. Square dancing, western exhibitions, daily bi-plane areobatics, 
discos, beauty competitions. . .the list of attractions continues to build; and for most of the time the sun shone 
on the landscape. (Due to a slight malfunction of the weather computer there was a rainfall on Monday 


afternoon, but this was speedily rectified). 


Despite all of this, space does remain Peterborough’s, and country music’s, final frontier. . .while most of 
the seven show attendances appeared to be up on previous years, there was still space inside the big top to 
accommodate more (not forgeting that larger tents are available). . .To make progress there is a real need to 
pack the space available. After all Status Quo attracted some 50,000 ticket buying fans to Donington Park the 
week previously — and that was regarded as a bad day! Yet the magic 5,000 remains tauntingly out of reach 
for Peterborough. . .maybe the answer is to consider Quo as billtoppers for next year (they did have a hit with 


‘Wild Side Of Life’). . . Beam me up, Scotty! 


JED FORD set the excellent standard for 
timekeeping. Stepping on stage at 7pm to welcome the 
fans to “The friendliest city in the world” and to 
introduce the Mayor and Mayoress of “Music City 
UK”, Councillor and Mrs Shellford to open the festival. 
Others making short and always well-received 
speeches were Mr Ken Winfield, chairman of the city’s 
Leisure and Amenities Committee and Mr David 
Thomas, UK marketing manager of Mercedes-Benz. 


Festival openers the MUSKRATS exuded talents as 
vast as the new trousers ‘Derek Minton sported for 
the occasion. The Londoners grabbed the attention 
and audience participation from first note to last, and 
Peterborough '82 had the best of all possible starts. 
The set closed with a ‘Devil Went Down To Georgia’ 
that would have made Charlie Daniels (if he’d have 
been there) wish that he had left it alone. 


The STEVE WILSON BAND were at an obvious 
disadvantage, left in a decided ‘follow that’ situation 
which they proceeded to compound by playing ‘If 
Heaven Ain’t A Lot Like Dixie’ which had also been 
included in the Muskrats offering. The invited 
comparison was not critically favourable, but the band 
pulled it off to gain a favourable reception from the, 
larger than usual, Friday house, reinforced by about 
400 Mercedes-Benz dealers and distributors. 


A Dandy set from, cow-pie fortified, DESPERATE 
DAN followed, as the five-piece exhibited some great 
instrumental abilities in a short, but finely constructed 
set. Now if only they had another handle. . .! The lads 
stayed on to back, festival favourite, CLAIRE 
COURTNEY. Complete with customary eye catching 
ensemble, the Californian lady provided glamour and a 
solid entertaining set to continue the programme that 
was unfolding as one of the best packages presented at 
Peterborough. 


Tremendous mid-slot from three-time visitor KENNY 
JOHNSON and NORTHWIND. The Merseysiders 
proving with effortless ease, just why they are picking up 
the accolades and press plaudits like a velvet jacket 
picks up fluff. The programme, which included original 
material, proved there is life after ‘Crystal Chandeliers’ 
and caused a break with opening night tradition by the 
award of a very well merited encore. 


My first sighting of RODEO TIMES left me a little 
unmoved. Despite the rave build up from colleaques I 
found the five-piece anything but tight on the night and 
lacked an attention-gaining lead vocalist. It could just 
have been first night nerves — it catches out the best. 


An injection of bluegrass and first continental visitors 
came with the appearance of SMOKETOWN STRUT. 
The guitar, mandolin, banjo and bass outfit sounded a 
little thin until the mixing engineer achieved a balance 


later in the set. The Belgians finished strongly whicha 
mandolin version of OBS that saw them leave to a very 
heartwarming reception. 


Big ‘find’ of the evening was proving to be SNUFFY 
GARRETT linking the show in superb style and finding 
the time to be entertaining between acts with a stream 
of patter that fast endeared him to the very receptive 
audience. 


First headliner of the weekend, JOE BROWN, 
nervous over his possible reception, need have had few 
worries. With a show as tight as imploded spaghetti 
and as colourful as his name, he won over the fans 
with his first few numbers and went on to make sure 
that this will be the first of a great many festivals and 
country shows which will be graced with his talents in 
the months to come. Backed by a five-piece band and 
three highly attractive vocalists that incredibly 
included wife and daughter, the segment was country 
all the way and the polished presentation spoke 
volumes for the rehearsal time that must have been 
allotted to it. 


The North-East’s MOAT BROTHERS opened up the 
first full day’s events with a well thought out set that 
gained them inumerable new friends. Excellent 
harmonies on ‘All The Gold’ and ‘So Sad To Watch 
Good Love Go Bad’ proved special crowd pleasers. 


Also providing new festival faces were MARY 
MILLER & PENNINE EXPRESS. Mary and the three- 
piece included all the right material to evoke audience 
response and they finished off with a high speed 
‘Rollin’ In My Sweet Baby’s Arms’ to see them vacate 
the stage with a fair measure of acclaim. 


North Holland’s NEW DEEP had a girl vocalist with 
incredible range, totally out of keeping with backing 
musicians, who simply failed to get it together for the 
performance, which is a pity because they only had the 
one chance. 


If | may paraphrase Kipling “If you can keep the 
tempo and remain in key, while all those about you are 
losing theirs, then you're a pro!” sums up the 
performance of Tony Goodacre. Lack of time for 
rehearsals proved the undoing of the normally highly 
efficient Santa Fe. But the Goodacre professionalism 
shone through for him to take certainly the most 
enthusiastic reception of the afternoon. 


ANNIE McGOWAN showed how it should have been 
done. Rattlesnake Annie scorned the proffered backing 
and went solo to her own acoustic guitar 
accompaniment and created the type of atmospheric 
setting that her grassroots country sounds demand. 
The short set was totally absorbing and the length and 
strength of the applause was witness to the fact that a 
new favourite had arrived. 


A giant lead singer and a drummer with a steam 
hammer technique are what I remember most about 
WELLS FARGO — the Dutch version that is. Nice self- 
penned material would have scored higher with a more 
sensitive treatment. 


Rather more pleased with their performance and 
reception were Holland’s third representatives 
GROUNDSPEED. Happy sounding and possessing the 
knack of being able to communicate instantly with their 
audience, the bluegrass band will certainly remember 
their first visit to the Nene embankment. Not quite sure 
what the Scots in the audience felt about ‘Auld Lang 
Syne’ being described as an English song though. 


SUSAN McCANN making her Peterborough debut in 
the company ofroad band THE STORYTELLERS hada 
short walkabout within her strict tempo set which 
provided a fitting climax to the afternoon's proceedings. 
Modern popular country is the lady’s bag and that’s 


2. Good morning campers. 


what the early show audience revel in. Only jarring 
factor in the proceedings was the nasty habit the band 
have of coming in early and ‘crashing’ the lady’s spoken 
introductions — needs attention! 


Clearly showing why they are regarded as Holland’s 
number one country band, TULSA, tackled some very 
difficult material including a stunning 5-part 
unaccompanied harmony version of ‘That Lonesome 
Road’. The band impressed me on their short UK tour 
last year — the only change I would make in that 
opinion is one of elevation. 


Due to circumstances beyond their control, as the 
saying is, a couple of the American support acts were 
unable to appear. This gave SNOOPS COUNTY a 
chance to have achange from the beer tent (where they 


. raised over £400 for the Stoke Manderville appeal) to 


the spotlight of the main stage. The trio plus 12-year- 
old Julie Clements on fiddle received a nice reception 
for their short programme of standards featuring the 
voice of Kate St. Claire. 


WEST COAST, another band who rate very highly in 
my book continue to pick up awards and, more 
importantly, improve with every sighting. 
Peterborough came under their spell and obviously 
enjoyed their choice of programme, which must add a 
whole string of new dates to their engagement diary. 


Like the lager commercial, Santa Fe ‘got it right’ in 
their own spot. The festival's first-ever ‘house band’, 
playing their third Neneside in a row cemented their 
growing popularity with a neatly arranged programme. 


RATTLESNAKE ANNIE had a reprise spot which 
commanded rapt attention — no doubting the lady was 
a hit with the big top audience which ought to work 
wonders for the attendances on the remainder of her 
European and UK tour which stretches into the new 
year. 


Sticking to the tried and trusted material, made it 
difficult to determine whether it was PATSY PETERS 
or her material that produced the acclaim which 
followed her first appearance. 


MICK SMITH crowned a solid day’s work as compere 
when the festival suffered the first of its power failures. 
In true professional style the Leicester entertainer and 
DJ carried through his performance despite the lack of 
microphone and guitar — gaining many tributes as a 
result. 


Sporting a dramatic, spotless white suit and hat BOB 
McKINLAY led his DIXIE FRIED into a fast moving 
thirty minutes culminating in his own particular 
anthem ‘English Born, Dixie Fried’ which never ceases 
to pick up a vast amount of audience reaction. 


Ireland again provided the star spot. Presenting a 
complete show in real down-home country with fiddle, 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUN 


banjo and harmonica featured in a tight paced setting 
THE COTTON MILL BOYS had most of the audience 
on their feet by the closer ‘May The Circle Be 
Unbroken’ with OBS to follow by way of an earned 
encore. 


TV Viewers will be treated to a re-make of ‘The Lady & 
The Tramp as a result of the somewhat unlikely pairing 
of Radio 2’s Sheila Tracy and Snuffy Garrett as joint 
presenters of the day’s happenings. 


FRANK JENNINGS SYNDICATE had the show off 
and running with the content that stamps them within 
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3. (Sandi Hart and Jimmy Lawton, ‘Almost Persuaded’.) 


the best of British country talent — the mandatory 
‘Heaven Is My Woman’s Love’ gaining most 
recognition. 


BUDGIE COLEMAN AND THE COUNTRY 
GENTLEMEN had only fifteen minutes to project their 
first visit image. As it was, they took full advantage of 
their thoughtful choice of material to gain 
acceptance of their style. 


With even less time and despite some intitial sound 
problems, Scotland's Queen of Country SANDI HART 
& LEVI managed to project her lively personality, which 
surely merits longer on stage, before taking over the 
backing role to JIMMY LAWTON’s entertaining twenty 
minutes worth, which saw the pair duetting on ‘Almost 
Persuaded’ and attracting the highest attention. 


Superb country vocals completely vindicated the 
decision to make KELVIN HENDERSON ’s segment a 
‘one man and his guitar’ presentation. Those tones owe 
nothing to backers. High in entertainment value and 
containing any number of his most popular requested 
items the spot was well appreciated. 


To contrast the split-second timing (including the 
alarm-clock running gag) and the humour of the 
DUFFY BROTHERS couple it with their excellent 
instrumentation and you have an act that never fails to 
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entertain regardless of the number of times it is viewed. 
They have an album and single due for release this 
month on the new Marina label — not to be missed. 


First of the three Opry members appearing at the 
festival, DAVE DUDLEY, had the Roger Humphries 
Band in support. The high priest of the Truckers packed 
most of his big hits of yesteryear, including the 
inevitable ‘Six Days On The Road’ into a 40 minute set. 
Sadly the artist has delayed his visits to Britain for too 
long and the act had little ofthe anticipated impact. The 
audience becoming restless at the over-lengthy inter- 
number ‘chats’ which were indistinct in some parts of 
the supertent. Crying need to speed up the presentation, 
as a fair proportion gave up the struggle and opted for an 
early tea. 
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6. Awelcome in the ‘Fens’ for Tammy Jones. 


The value of having an entertainer of the calibre of 
SNUFFY GARRETT around was well demonstrated 
when a main generator blew a fuse at the start of the 
evening. To fill, single handed, the twenty-seven 
minutes it took to repair, without preparation was a 
feat that earned the Lancashire artist the 
overwhelming acclaim of the whole of the significiantly 
larger attendance. 


With the benefit of the unexpected ‘warm-up’, JON 
DEREK AND THE HONKY TONK BAND had little 
difficulty in keeping the mood on an exultant high. 
Gerry Hogan in particular putting in some expressive 
steel work. 


GEORGE MOODY AND THE COUNTRY 
SQUIRES contributed a range of medley presentations 
which would have filled the dance floor, if the festival 
had provided one. As it was the Singalong-a-George 
segment was a very popular feature of the night, and 
that’s what entertainment is all about. 


Mini-debut for VISION, but they whipped up the , 
enthusiasm with their brief three-number appearance- 
a return visit is clearly indicated. 


7. Stonewall Jackson from Waterloo to ... Port... 


SANDI DE LANE on stage with the Roger 
Humphries Band displayed a talent that looks capable 
of ensuring a bright future. Particular high came with 
her rendering of ‘Desperado’ and a duet with Roger on 
a great modern treatment of ‘Help Me Make It 
Through The Night’. 


Wildwood backed MEL HAGUE in a lively 
segment. Choice of material was spot on for the mood 
of the evening and, as a result, achieved thunderous 
applause. 


Songwriter Tony Falcon received his prize as 
composer of the winning Trucking competition 
number which was performed as a preface to their set 
by KEN HARRIS AND PLAYBOYS. The distinctive 
Playboys sound coming over strong to provide a well 
balanced and appreciated thirty minutes. 


STONEWALL JACKSON was making only his second 
visit to Britain. Again all the well-remembered numbers 
were included plus Billy Joe Shavers’ ‘I’m Just An Old 
Chunk Of Coal’ which is soon to be issued as a Single. 
Like the afternoon showing there was little to enthuse 
over, and by the time he got around to ‘Waterloo’ 
attention had wandered to thoughts like: “Does 
Peterborough really need to import at this standard?” 


To complete a day of back-stage mishaps neither the 
CHUCK FOWLER BAND or MUSTANG made their 
scheduled Sunday appearances. Although on site, the 
official explanation was that both arrived after the 
running order had been allotted and could not be 
included. 


The rains and a quantity of forged tickets added to the 
organiser’s headaches as the HILLSIDERS kicked off 
the last day’s activities with a highly polished set with 
bags of road tested appeal. 


DAPHNE with a very up-market SOUTHERN 
SUNSHINE that included Derek Thurlby, Barry Kerry 
and ‘Nobby’ Cree, stomped the stage for three very 
contemporary numbers and she must have been 
pleased with the response. 


HICKORY LAKE with a new combination that is just 
about the best to bear the name — and that speaks 
volumes. Great vocal touches from ever-present Vic 
Woodhouse and bass girl Lindsey St. John. The band 
stayed put to add the finishing touches to first festival 
appearance of Canada’s GORDIE WEST. Again a cut 
down timing, just ten minutes on stage, but, as ever, the 
natural talent very much in evidence. 


FERLIN HUSKY, cast in a main support role, proved 
to be the better of the stateside ‘big three’. The act, 
however, sounded dated in comparison with the rest of 
the afternoon. The alter-ego Simon Crum comedy and 
most of his impressions were completely lost on those 
assembled. Certainly the audience stayed, but that 
could have been because of the acts that were to follow. 
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8. Successful Radio D.J/Festival compere Mick Smith seems captivated by the charms of Rattlesnake Annie. 


Making a speedy return, PHILOMENA BEGLEY, 
featured with the RAMBLIN’ MEN in a superbly paced 
spot that included most of her hits. Clearly 
entertaining, she obviously enjoyed the freedom of a 
walkabout to the tune of ‘I’m Gonna Be Your Woman 
Tonight’. 


Also here for a second successive year, RAY LYNAM, 
delighted with the stage show that has been honed to 
perfection on the Irish circuits in the company of THE 
HILLBILLIES. Philomena re-joined him on stage for a 
series of their duets to top off a show that is also in the 
can for later viewing from Anglia TV. 


Great aggressive opener from the ROGER 
HUMPHRIES BAND to set the session alight. The 
inclusion of UK country is a sure fire crowd pleaser — 
Peterborough continues to prove itself a very pro- 
British event. 


WILDWOOD handled the follow up and kept the 
momentum going. The five piece first festival showing 
was impressive and introduced the talents of Kit 
Morgan on lead to a much wider audience. 


Dry ice effects and fireworks (literally) assisted the 
new-look BARBARY COAST show. Content was 
excellent with a unique sounding ‘Ride Me Down Easy’ 
as a standout. After taking their own fantastic applause 
they provided the very solid backing to, arguably, the 
better of the stateside visitors, the comparitively 
unknown JERRY ARHELGER. The Florida artist took 
the audience by storm and gained a totally deserved. 
encore. . 


Nice to see a pre-festival forecast of mine come up. 
TAMMY JONES proved to be a hit with the 
knowledgable festival fans. Her short set was enough 
to ensure thay they wanted MORE! The welsh lass 
would obviously be a popular rebooking for next year. 


Cabaret style country is the area that the 
COCKATOOS operate. Their second Peterborough 
visit proved as popular as the first. It’s cheerful, happy 
and I’m not about to knock it. They take it where a lot 
of bands can’t go —carry onwith the missionary work 


gang! 


10. Jed acknowledges his Sponsor, Mercedes Benz, via D: 
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avid Thomas, for getting this years Festival on the road. 


9. Gosepl artist Jerry Arhelger took his fans by storm. 


Which leaves JED FORD. . .and me with a big 
problem. How do you convey his style of act with mere 
words? Jed working with the Peterborough audience 
has got to be experienced — there is no other way of 
appreciating it. He is a superb showman, that is without 
question. He had eleven backing musicians and singers, 
that is fact. He captures the attention with his back-of 
the-tent entrance, that is a matter of record. But it is 
more than all of these. It is the indefinable, almost 
hypnotic, quality of the man, that manages to persuade 
the normally staid and reticent to their feet with hands 
high in the air clapping in time while he moves among 
them. It is a spectacular that overruns by 75 minutes 
and still at past midnight nobody has left and all, toa 
man, are yelling for MORE. I have witnessed 
showbusiness scenes in many places — few come 
anywhere near this atmosphere. If only the TV cameras 
had stayed for this one! 


WHAT makes a giant company like Mercedes-Benz Truck Division put their money into the 
sponsorship of events such as the Peterborough Festival of Country Music? 


David Thomas, their UK marketing manager told me: “We have been involved with 
Peterborough right from the start, ina minor way. We have watched it grow and have been very 
impressed with its organisation.”” 


“There is a natural tie-in between the truck driver, CB radio and country music. We have great 
pleasure in being associated with this happy and friendly movement.” 


Image is all important to the company who are proud of their reputation they have gained for 
producing ‘Truckers trucks’. Said David: “There is no way we could become involved, for 
instance, with rock music.” 


Mercedes-Benz have developed a series of vehicles with almost instant macho appeal, a fact 
known and approved by drivers. “The company sells to firms all over the world, but festivals like 
this give us a chance to talk to, and get the reactions from, the people that actually take them on 
the road” said David. 


One of the things that had helped to make his weekend complete was that fans had approached 
him personally to thank him for the company’s involvement in ensuring the continuance of the 
festival. 


“That has never happened before at any of the events we have previously been connected 
with’, remarked an obviously very touched David. 


The response to my questions about further Mercedes-Benz involvement with future festivals 
was only slightly guarded: ‘‘We have to go back and assess our position, but we have promised 
to give a firm decision by November about next year. As at this time, however, itis all very 
positive.” 


My own feeling is that Mercedes-Benz will be back, and now that they have had the opportunity 
to observe and enjoy what they have seen, will be in earlier with an even more positive approach 
to the event, particularly on the promotion side. 


Last words with David: ‘We have found the Peterborough Festival directors extremely easy to 
work with and very co-operative in everything we have asked of them. Jed Ford is a remarkably 
positive person. . .I just wish he sold trucks for us!” 
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Britain's 1st Country Mesic Rewspaper 


Dear Colin 


On behalf of my colleagues and all 
the staff of the Peterborough 
Festival may I through your 
columns address this letter to all 
our patrons who attended the 
‘Midnight Feast with the Stars’ on 
Sunday, 29th August. 


We here at Festival headquarters 
wish to express our deepest regrets 
for the standard of the meal 
provided in the catering tent and 
regret that a superb cabaret 
artiste, hypnotist Nigel Ellery, and 
the Roger Humphries Band, who 
play such excellent country music, 
were let down so badly by the 
standard of the fare provided. 


We wish it to be known that, with 
the best intentions and good faith, 
we placed the matter of the meal in 
the hands of the contracted 
caterer, fully expecting a superb 
western style meal, to prove the 
highlight of the evening, together 
with the cabaret and country 
music. To all of those fans who 
were bitterly disappointed with the 
standard of the meal we offer our 
most heartfelt apologies and 
sympathy. We were every bit as 
distressed as you were. 


At this time we can say no more 
than please accept our apologies, 
we have all worked very hard and 
many long hours to try to ensure a 
superb weekend for everyone and 
hope that your disappointment 
with that meal will not be allowed 
to cloud your view of our Festival 
generally. 


Whilst, ironically, writing ona 
subject which involves our 
professional cabaret artiste, Nigel 
Ellery, and the Roger Humphries 
band, there are two additional 
points that we would like to raise 
through your columns. 


The first concerns the two large, 
heat sealed, colour tinted 
photographs which Nigel Ellery 
had shipped specially to him from 
the middle east, both of these were 
unique and extremely expensive 
and were taken without permission 
from our site. Nigelis very upset 
about the loss of these pictures and 
has no way of replacing them. 


We would be very grateful indeed if 
your readers could help us to find 
them, if anyone knows who has 
taken these pictures please 
persuade them to return them to us 
at Folksworth and nothing more 
will be said. We would very much 
welcome a telephone call from 
anyone who knows where they may 
be. 


The second point concerns Roger 
Humphries Band, we wish to offer 
our deepest apologies for the 
misprint in the souvenir 
programme. This concerns a 
paragraph concerning Roger's 
album ‘A Blast Of Fresh Air’ which 
reads - ‘on the Country Roads 
Label is certainly NOT one of the 
best pieces of vinyl to come my 
way”. This should read - ‘is 
certainly NOW one of the best 
pieces’. It is very regretable that the 


letter ‘t’ was set erronously instead 
ofthe letter ‘w’. Perhaps all the fans 
who bought souvenir programmes 
at the Festival would be kind 
enough to make this alteration in 
their own books and recognise that 
Roger Humphries Band is of the 
highest professional calibre and 
performed admirably on the 
Peterborough Festival stage for the 
third consecutive year. 


Yours sincerely, for the whole 
Festival team here in Folksworth. 


ded Ford 

Peterborough Festival of Country 
Music 

Folksworth 

Peterborough 
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Dear Ed’s 

I've enclosed another years 
subscription to your excellent 
publication, the value for money is 
undisputed, as C.M.R.U. has to be 
the best and most informative, 
available on the British country 
scene. 


I always look forward to the next 
issue because it deals not only with 
world new but, British country 
music, For my part I’m not that 
interested in Dolly Parton’s 
operations or Merle Haggard’s 
breakfast drinking habits, but I do 
want to know what’s happening in 
London, Southampton, Leeds and 
Nottingham etc - and your paper 
provides me with that info. 


I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for all the 
hard work and organisation you 
put in to the Nashville Star Search 
earlier in the year. Since coming 
3rd in the final at Wembley in 
February, I have sold 6 songs to 
various record companies and 
artists, - including 2 to Acuff Rose 
Music and a couple which have 
been recorded by British artists and 
published by my own company 
Finnished Music (Glen Scott from 
Aberdeenshire and Jones & Jones 
from Mid Wales). 


British country music needs more 
originality, so for my part, I'll 
continue to write songs I hope 
people will want to hear. 


For your part Colin, keep putting 
together each issue of C.M.R.U. - 
keep ’em coming. 

All the best 

Steve Finn 

127 Malefant Street 

Cathays, Cardiff 


PPT ER 
PLEASE KEEP 
YOUR LETTER 

TO THE ED’S 
BRIEF. 


Dear Editors 

I'm not sure of Pete Nelson's 
motivations when writing about my 
‘skeleton in the cupboard’ (Nelson's 
Column: September CMRU), but I 
am grateful to having my memory 


The Editar if 


COUNTRY MUSIC 


refreshed about the letter I had 
written to ‘Opry’ magazine back in 
the distant days of early 1969. The 
letter, carried a criticism of BBC 
Radio 2’s ‘Country Music Folk’ in 
that it hardly gave any attention to 
U.S. country records (it would be 
worth mentioning that the 
programme was mainly a ‘live’ 
show featuring British country and 
folk acts) and Nelson 
concludes....“*mmmm, seems the 
priorities were being set as long ago 
as 1969.” 


I would most certainly argue about 
my ‘priorities’ being set, but I 
honestly believe in my original line 
of thought - especially now, 13 

years later. If more attention had 
been given to U.S. records, not only 
on CMF but also other radio shows, 
it might well have increased 
attention to country music by the 
media and, in turn, by the industry. 


Look around you today. A very 
limited amount of record releases 
(reissues and compilations 
generally outweigh new product), 
virtually no artist tours and still that 
same disinterest) in general. As far 
as network radio is concerned, 
there’s just one hour given to 
country records a week (‘Country 
Club’).....exactly the same amount 
of time as it was back in’69, 
although (admittedly) country is 
being played more on MOR/easy 
listening shows these days. But, 
then, most of the records are 
oldies. 


Whatever happened to that 
country music boom so regularly 
predicted over the years? 


The only thing that has changed is 
radio with the advent of local 
stations and with them, the arrival 
of their own country shows. But 
how many DJ’s have I heard 
complaining recently about the 
lack of new product to play on 
those shows? A lot, I assure you. 


Finally, Pll add that lama 
supporter of British country music 
(and I'd dearly love to see a British 
act succeed in getting a hit 
record) but - having gained 12 
years experience working in 
various sections of the industry 
including recording, music 
publishing, public relations and 
journalism - I know that support 
does not add up to a winning 
factor. Commercial success does. 
And, at a time when the major 
companies are not giving much 
interest towards local acts (let 
alone the majority of their U.S. 
acts), it’ll be the role of the 
independant companies to push 
forward the country cause and 
come up with a commercial 
sound that'll hit the mass 

market, just the same as stacks of 
independant labels are scoring in 
the charts these days with pop 
material. 


Thanks, Pete Nelson, for digging 
out that ‘skeleton in my cupboard’ 
and allowing me to get on to my 
soapbox. 

Your sincerley 

Tony Byworth 

Editor ‘Country Music People’ 


Dear Editor 


In the September issue of C.M.R.U. 
Pete Nelson wrote regarding his 
interview with James Donaldson. 
In the interview James was stating 
how hard it can be to get people 
interested in your songs and quotes 
for instance where he sent a couple 
of songs to Val Doonican, only to 
get a reply stating that Val didn’t 
need the songs as they were 
‘unsolicited’. 


I have every sympathy with James, 
as just over a year ago I too sent a 
song off to Val Doonican and I too 
got a reply back stating that Val 
gets on average of 215 unsolicited 
songs a week. All I can say is Val is 
a lucky chap to have such a huge 
choice of songs, but why the fuss 
about the songs being 
‘unsolicited’, surely if a song is 
good that is all that matters. As 
James Donaldson says, it makes 
you wonder if Val even listens to the 
songs. 


Yours sincerely 
R.M. Lidster 

26 Homerton Close 
Gt., Clacton Essex 
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Dear Editors 


As the holiday season is now nearly 
over and draws to a close may I. 
through your super paper, once 
again thank all the country fans 
who have visited our clubs during 
this period. 


It really has been fantastic and we 
have been so delighted to have 
them and hope to see them again 
whenever they visit our beautiful 
city. They are very welcome indeed. 


Yours sincerely, in country 
Lilian Smith 

York CMC 

27 Hamilton Drive East 
HolgateRoad York 
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Hello Dear Editors 

Welcome to the first ever 
Yellowstone Picnic Band facts & 
information sheet. We hope this will 
become a regular item to appear on 
your news-desk in order to keep you 
informed about the antics and 
whereabouts of the Y.P.B. 


In case you don’t already know him, 
we'd like to introduce you to 
Lombardy Bear -- he is our emblem, 
and it is he who will be reporting the 
‘bear facts’ to you from time to time. 
We hope you will find his 
comments, reports and odd photo’s 
of interest -- perhaps you'll even 
pass some of them on to your 
readers!! 


Thank You 
Y.P.B. 


EDS: OK.. lads, go ahead. but keep it to the 
‘bear facts’. 


Hi there! 

Lombardy Bear speaking. 

It must be common knowledge by 
now that the band has gained a 
sixth member. Just in case you 
don’t know - his name is John 
Dunsterville, formerly with the 
Roxon Roadshow. He will be co- 
fronting the band with Nick in 
addition to playing lead, rhythm 
guitars, piano, mandolin and 
anything else he can get his hands 
on! 


Mid-October sees the Band off to 
Switzerland for a couple of weeks. 
They will be appearing at the new 
venue which is opening in the old 
town part of Zurich at the beginning 
of that month. 


Did you hear about the boys doing 
their “cowboy bit’ recently? 


Coming home late at night from a 
gig in Somerset they were 
suddenly confronted with three 
dead cows and half a car in the 
middle of the dual carriageway. 
Although the car’s occupant was 
only shaken up the rest of the 
‘herd’ were still happily wandering 
all over the road creating possible 
further havoc for which ever 
direction you might be travelling. 
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What else could the lads do but 
round ’em up and corral them until 
“Uncle Bill’ came along. Half of 
them are now thinking of changing 
their names to Rowdy Yates, Gill 
Favour etc., etc. 


This then is the start of what I and 
the Y.P.B. hope will be a fruitful 
mutual relationship with the press. 
and trust your job is made easier 
and a little brighter by our efforts. 


Growls for now. 


Lombardy Bear 
®@..... 
e%o 
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Dear Editor 


I feel I must comment on the 
misguided letter from Mr Norton of 
Pastafont Music published last 
month. He suggests that a chart 
entry for Little Ginny would bring 
‘enormous publicity from the 
press, television, radio and pop 
newspapers’. Possibly, for Little 
Ginny. But no media person will 
rush around to find other country 
acts to feature simply because one 
had made it. So the benefits would 
be solely for Ginny. In my 
experience, when I was lucky 
enough to have a chart entry at 54 
with Frank Jennings - Me and My 
Guitar, a few years back and that 
song having sold over 10,000 
singles went on to be part of a 
compilation album that sold over 
100,000 earning us a gold disc, 1. 
still did not find the media falling 
over themselves to feature Frank, 
let alone other artists as a result. 
And why should they. After all it 
was only another hit record. A 
commonplace event to the media 
and only a novelty if you happen to 
be a British Country music fan. 


Nor did this event lead to record 
shops stocking country all of a 
sudden as Mr Norton claims they 
would. Record shops will stock 
what will sell. If there is a demand 
for Little Ginny they will stock it. 
But it does not follow they would 
then stock other British acts 
records for which they could not 
readily see a demand. So, again, 
the benefit of a hit would be solely 
for Ginny. 


It is also suggested that clubs would 
gain from a Ginny hit. How? Maybe 
they would, in the light of a chart 
entry, find that if they booked her 
they would have a full house 
(provided they could afford the fee 
she would be able to ask, rightly so, 
after a hit). But this would not result 
in full attendances for subsequent 
weeks for lesser known acts. So we 
can see who benefits again. 


You may think by now that I do not 
support Little Ginny. You are 
wrong. Infact, when I was at EMI 
Records I tried for months to get 
EMI to sign her as I believed in her 
talent and finally got EMI to agree 
to a test recording. Unfortunately 
the group never took up the offer 
but this did not change my views 
about her talent. I am therefore 
pleased that someone else is trying 
to help her achieve the success she 
deserves (as do many others). 


If she makes good enough records 
they will be played. If enough 
people who hear those records buy 
a copy they will make the charts. 
By all means promote your artist 
Mr Norton but please do not think 
you will convince people to buy 
records for any other reason than 
that they like them. Do not try to 
hoodwink us with claims of benefits 
that will ensue for us all if we 
support you. Promote on merit 
alone and you will succeed but use 
any other method and you devalue 
your act and the music and that has 
already been done too often in the 
past. Remember, excellence in any 
field will always naturaly gain its 
own support. 


Richard de Sylva 
Champ Records 

Home Mead 
Birmingham Road 
Blackminster Evesham 


Ww ew 
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Dear Editor 
Re: R. Norton (Pastafont Music Ltd) 
letter (September issue) 


I support Norton entirely and put 
my belief into action. I bought both 
records. 


I ask all budding Tammy Clines, 
Pete Sayers etc., go out and do 
likewise. 


For years I've read no recording 
company would gamble on British 
singers. Pastafont had the guts. It 
does not matter who breaks the 
American monopoly, Sandi Hart or 
Snuffy Garrett. All British artists 
would benefit. 


I noticed Pastafont had a full page 
advert. The editors comment I 
would not like to hear, if Norton 
instead of paying his bill, told him 
he had sent it to charity. 


P. May 
35 Holland Road, New Brighton 
Merseyside 


Eds Re: your comment about sending his 
cheque to charity, he already did when he 
paid us, or hasn't anyone ever told you 
C.M.R.U. is a very charitable organisation, as 
far as the British country music scene is 
concerned. 
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OPEN LETTER TO KEITH NEWTON 


May I congratulate Keith Newton, 
ona very well scripted report on the 
4,000,000 or so country fans there 
are reported to be in the U.K. Well 
said Keith, it took guts to say what 
you said, and I dare say you won't 
gain many friends by doing so, but 
it’s about time someone tried to 
wake these people up! First and 
foremost let me say I was one of the 
Country Music Promoters who 
decided to reject Jed Fords offer ofa 
meeting at Peterborough; my 
reason, I knew there would be no- 
one there! You see I have tried it 
Keith, I have asked club promoters, 
past and present, to get together 
and discuss the scene and what we 
can do in general to help one 
another and country music in 
general. “Yes! Oh good idea!” I've 
had all that! But when it comes 
down to the nitty-gritty something 
happened and they couldn't make 
it? So I'll make no excuses Keith, I 
didn’t turn up because I knew it was 
alost cause, a good idea! - but alost 
cause! 


By the way, I did go to 
Peterborough on Monday and 
asked one of the officials, any 
chance of seeing Jed Ford? His 
answer, “Have you got an 
appointment?” 


You see Keith, one of the things 
wrong with country music today is 
the state of the economy; people 
just have not got the money to go 
out twice or maybe three times per 
week to see country music, so they 
can afford to be choosey; they have 
a look at the local attractions and 
pick which one they're going to see. 
At least that’s what they tell me, 
when I ask them. What happened to 
you last week? On the other hand 
they'll say you had Tony Andrews & 
Raincheck on OR Phil Brady & The 
Ranchers Or The Yellowstone 
Picnic Band? And we’ve never seen 
them before??? 


Where the logic is in 

that, P'll never know! Surely if you 
don’t come along and see a band 
you've never heard of, you'll never 
know what they’re like? It’s like 
listening to Crystal Chandeliers all 
night, if you don’t listen to other 
songs, you'll think there’s no 
variation in country music! I could 
go on and on and on, but there 
would be no room for anyone else’s 
comments, if you can make it one of 
the Sunday evenings to the 
Wolverhampton C.M.C. at The 
Hollybush, Penn Road, 
Wolverhampton, Keith, please be 
my guest. I think we would both find 
it enjoyable. 

Best wishes. 


Your friend in country music. 


Derek O'Halloran 
Wolverhampton CMC 
46 Station Road 
Wombourne 


JOE VAL 


Joe Val has long been recognised as 
one of the greatest high tenor singers 
in the American bluegrass tradition. 
Since 1969 he has led the New 
England Bluegrass Boys, and has 
recorded four albums for Rounder 
records.....Their album ‘Bound To 
Ride’ was reckoned by some to be one 
of the top five traditional bluegrass 
albums of 1979. 
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An early picture of Joe Val and The New England Geegrase Boys. 


Joe Val has already made two major 
European tours, and makes regular 
appearances at major Bluegrass 
Festivals throughout the States and 
Canada. His incredible range and tone 
have put him up there in the ratings 
with Monroe and Ira Louvin. His 
current band members include Dave 
Haney, an excellent guitarist and 
singer, Karl Lauber the young banjo 
wizard, and bassman Eric Levenson. 


OCT. TOUR VENUES 
(as of going to press) 


Cecil Sharp House, Regents Park 
Road, London. Kingswinford 
Community Centre, Kingswinford, 
West Midlands. Newburgh Social 
Club, Bradwell, Hope Valley, 
Derbyshire. The Carleton Inn, West 
End Promonade, Morcambe. More 
details from the venues: Please note 


George Hamilton IV 


and “‘The Numbers’”’ 


with their very special 
guest star— 


Direct From Canada: 
Miss Cathie Stewart. 


26th City Hall, St. Albans 


October 


Ist Leisure Centre. Crawley 29th 
2nd Sunset Rooms. Wisbech - St. Mary 30th 
3rd Theatre Royal. Norwich 31st 
4th Civic Hall, Motherwell 


5th ‘open’ 


November 


Leeds International 
Royal Spa. Leamington Spa 
Tameside Theatre, Ashton 


that the address given for the Newbury 
venue is now the correct one: if in 
doubt of the exact location, head for 
Edale but look for the road signs! Also 
appearing at this concert will be the 
Chevin Ramblers from Leeds, 
American Jig from London and the 
Derwent Valley Boys from Derbyshire: 
and | shall be along as M.C. for the 
evening. Advance tickets are 
available from Eve Morris, 18 Powell 
Street, Harrogate HG1 4BY, Yorks. 


BY BEV WILLIAMS 


LONDON GiG 


On October 30th The Dublin Castle, 94 
Parkway, Camden Town, London 
NW71., holds what is hoped will be the 
first of many regular acoustic and 
bluegrass evenings. 


The opening bands are the Johnson 


Brothers and Cat's Cradle String Band. 


The Johnson Brothers being a five 
piece Birmingham band, with Stuart 
Johnson on banjo and dobro. Stuart 
also doubles as the steel player with 
Ricky Cool’s band, and is joined by two 
of the other ‘brothers’ in that band. 


Cat's Cradle are making their debut in 
London at this venue, tho’ | did hear 
that guitarist Chris Morton recently 
participated in a recording session at 
Capital Radio. Regular visitors to 
Edale will no doubt enjoy seeing this 
band once again. 


SKI-GRASS 


Paul Hamerton is now organising the 
annual apres Christmas Bluegrass ski 
trip to Andorra. Intrepid skiers and 
musicians can obtain further details 
by sending a S.A.E. to Rose Cottage, 
Arnhill Road, Gretton, Northants. 
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REGULAR GRASS 
VENUES 


@ Train 45 every Friday at The Royal, 
Old Church Road, Bell Green, Coventry 
@ Chevin Ramblers Club, last Thursday 
in every month at The Grove Inn, 
Backrow, Holbeck, Leeds @ Tom Travis 
Pickers Club every Thursday at The 
Spring Gardens public house in 
Courpstal, between Marple Bridge and 
Romley near Stockport @ Sussex 
Pickers Club, first Tuesday every month 
at The Beachcomber, The Esplanade, 
Seaford, Sussex @ Old Hickory, every 
Wendesday and Thursday at The 
Clarendon, Maryhill Road, St. George's 
Cross, Glasgow @ The Star Club, 44 
Carlton Place, Glasgow, every 
Saturday afternoon @ The Runaway 
String Band play every Sunday at Four 
Marys, Linlithgow, Scotland @ Alive & 
Picking, every Sunday at The Hare and 
Hounds, 181 Upper Street, Islington, 
London N1 @ The Texas Lone Star 
Restaurant, Gloucester Road, 
Knightsbridge, London, sees Pete 
Stanley every Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday. Alternate 
Sundays; John Softley & Dave Godby, 
other Sundays Dave Cotton. 


Don’t forget, news and views to 5/5 
Kingston Terrace, Leeds LS2 9BW. 


6th/7th Eden Court, Inverness 1st Magnum Leisure Centre, irvine 

&th Loch Gelly Centre, Fife 2nd Beach Ballroom, Aberdeen 
10th Empire. Sunderland 3rd Duchess Of Hamilton Charity Concert. Musselburgh 
11th. Tentative (T.B.C). Belfast. N.Ireland 4h The Commodore Nottingham 
13th” “Night-Out, Birmingham 5th ‘open’ (originally was Southport T.B.C.) 


14th = Civic, Aylesbury ' 
15th Central Hall, Chatham 6th Tafarn Theatre, Newtown, Mid Wales 
St. David's Hall, Cardiff 


16th Civic, Borehamwood 7th 

17th Cliff's Pavilion, Southend Sth Congress Theatre, Eastbourne 

18th Gaumont Theatre, Ipswich 10th Winter Gardens, Margate 
Johnston Hall, Yeovil 


19th Three In One, Great Yarmouth 11th e 
Town Hall, Hammersmith 


20th Pavilion, Worthing lath n 
21st Leascliff Pavilion, Folkstone 13th Festival Theatre. Chichester 
Palace Theatre. Plymouth 


22nd/23rd Lakeside Country Club 14th 
24th Alfred Beck. Hayes November 17th - December 6th 


NEW L.P. 
Songs For A Winters Night’ 
RONCO RECORDS 


As advertised on TV 16 tracks recently recorded in Nashville 


Monte Carlo 
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ST. GEORGE’S TALENT?.... CONTEST 


The publicity hand out said that the St George’s Taverns were on the trail of the best 
country and western music and having just witnessed the finals of the competition! can 
only report that they may have been on the trail but they certainly didn’t find it! 

The top prize offered was the Essex Radio Golden Microphone trophy and £100 and the Silver Microphone and £50 to the 


runners up. To be fair to the promoters they did pay a performance fee to all acts appearing, so can you say it was a case of 
“paying peanuts and getting monkeys? 


It appears to me that no band with any 
reputation at all entered, probably 
because most of them didn’t know 
about it! | cover the area and had no 
advance information but bands of the 
calibre of Julie Byrne’s band actually 
play at the pub where the final was 
held but they didn’t enter. Albeit it was 
to find Pub country acts, but there are 
some bloody good ones that regularly 
play within a few miles of where the 
final was held. 


On asking around | found out that one 
heat had to be cancelled due to lack of 
support, another had only three 
entrants. One of the acts that appeared 
in the final told me it was only their 
second time on stage. 


The tragedy of this competition is that 
it was recorded, apparently for 
broadcasting by Essex Radio (who 
else?) and the winners will take part in 


Mick Green 


Pub Entertainer of the Year Awards at 
the Lyceum and stand the chance of 
winning £250 as the best of country and 
western! 


Another amazing thing was that the 
heat winners had come from Hereford, 
Weymouth and other such places to 
take part in heats in Essex, then they 
travelled all the way again to take part 
in the final. 


| appreciate that you cannot expect 
acts like Muskrats and George Moody 
to enter but until you can get top acts. 
surely the promoters could be liable for 
trade description ‘best country and 
western’? 


OK., | did not see all the acts, due to 
being wrongly informed about the 
starting time, but | did see the winners 
and runner-up, and must say that 
although | would not start to use the 


word best about solo act Jim Blaisdon, 
he at least presented a couple of 
originals, one of which about hippies 
was quite amusing, unfortunately they 
were fitted in between your typical 
Rose-Marie and Slim Whitman 
material. 


The winning band’s biggest asset was 
that they brought their own fan club 
about half the audience of 60, and they 
actually practised their numbers on 
stage during the interval! They started 
ordinary and after five numbers had 
convinced me they were ordinary. 


May | make a plea to St. George’s 
Taverns? If you must get involved in 
this which we call country music, try to 
do it properly. It does the reputation of 
your company, Essex Radio or our 
music, no favours at all, with the type or 
quality shown here. It’s not all criticism 
though, the sandwiches were nice! 


Picture shows St. George’s Taverns District Manager. Mike Porter. presenting ‘Snoopy’ with their Gold Microphone Trophy and cash 
prize. Far left of picture is runner-up Jim Blaisdon. 


Photo courtesy of Interflow Ltd. 
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QUESTIONSE | 


David John Perkins, he of the quaint address, The Bog Mines, Shrewsbury, asks 
for the tracks on the Hank Locklin album ‘Irish Songs Country Style’. 


D.J. the songs you're after are ‘Old Bog Road’ (no doubt especially 
recorded for you), ‘Too Ra Loo La Loo’ (‘Loo LaLoo’? Could be another one 
for you), ‘Danny Dear’, ‘If We Only Had Old Ireland Over Here’, ‘I’ll Take 
You Home Kathleen’, ‘My Wild Irish Rose’, ‘Danny Boy’, ‘When Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling’, ‘A Little Bit Of Heaven’, ‘Galway Bay’, ‘Kevin Barry’ and 
‘Forty Shades Of Green’. 


Www KKH 


David Dunne of County Wexford, Eire, thanks me for the answers to his previous 
questions, and says he’s been able to obtain all the tapes he required without too 
much trouble. Thanks Dave, it’s nice to know that we are able to help. David poses 
a few questions generated by the album ‘The Dukes Of Hazard’. He wants to know 
about Sorrell Booke, old ‘Boss Hogg’ himself, The Hazard County Boys, and Doug 
Kershaw. 


I'm afriad I can tell you little about Sorrell Booke, except that this veteran 
actor has been co-starring in movies and TV series for more than thirty 
years, usually portraying the ‘arch villan’, you know, the type that pays to 
have his dirty work done. As an avid movie fan, I can normally spot Sorrell 
about once a month on my TV screen. The Hazard County Boys the pickers, 
that is, are Paul Leim & Ron Krazinski (drums), Joe Chemay & Dennis 
Belfield (bass), John Hobbs & Tom Hensley (piano), Billy Joe Walker & Jay 
D’Manis (guitars), George Doering (banjo), Larry McNeely (steel), Alan 
Estes (percussion), Tommy Morgan (harp), Bobby Bruce (fiddle) and John 
D'Andrea (synthesizers). Vocals are provided by Ron Hicklan, Jon Joyce, 
Jerry Whitman and Gene Morford. An authentic Cajun, Douglas James 
Kershaw, was born on a houseboat just off the coast of Louisiana on 24th 
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January 1936. He taught himself to play the Acadian fiddle (his main 
instrument) at age seven, learning to play another thirty instruments in 
subsequent years. His first serious attempt at professional music began 
with The Continental Cowboys, featuring his brothers Pee Wee and Rusty. 
This was followed by the duo partnership of Rusty & Doug, who appeared 


on ‘The Louisiana Hayride’, ‘The Dick Clark Show’, ‘The Ed Sullivan Show’ 


and ‘The Grand Ole Opry’. Doug is reputed to have written more than two 
thousand songs including ‘Louisiana Man’ and ‘Digay Liggy Lo’. Doug’s 
albums include ‘The Cajun Way’, ‘Spanish Moss’, ‘Doug Kershaw’, 
‘Swamp Grass’, ‘Devil’s Elbow’. ‘Douglas James Kershaw’, ‘Mama 
Kershaw’s Boy’, ‘Alive & Pickin”, ‘Ragin’ Cajun’, ‘Flip, Flop & Fly’. ‘The 
Louisiana Man’ (all on Warners). ‘Louisiana Man’ (Cajun rockabilly with 
Rusty, on London and DJM). 


On a personal note Dave, thanks for your letter of sympathy in respect of 
the ‘Hyde Park Tragedy’, You'll forgive me for not including the letter and 
appreciate my keeping politics out of country music. But many thanks for 


the sentiments. 
Di dn dak aly dX dX Gk dX a = 


F. Wilkes of Billingham. Cleveland would like the address of Merle Haggard’s fan 
club and a list of local radio country programmes. 

Merle’s fan club can be contacted at:- 

Ernie Morris, Culpeper Promotions, Windsor Road, Bowers-Gifford, 
Basildon, Essex. 


A full list of country programmes on radio would be a little lengthy for this 
column, so I've sent you this information personally. 


wkeweKkkKweKk KK 


W. Taylor. of Enfield. Essex. asks if Willie Nelson’s ‘Stardust’ album is available on 
tape. 


The answer is yes. But it has now been deleted. I'm afraid you'll have to keep 
your eyes on the sales bins. If anyone out there knows where this cassette 
can be obtained, let me know and I'll pass on the info. 


Wwe We ee We 


Joan Carlton. of Sheffield ask for information about the late Tex Ritter. 


Well H.T. Wilson did a great feature for C.M.R.U. a few years ago on Tex but 
since that’s now out of print, here’s a few details: Tex was born 12 January, 
1907, in Panola County. Texas. A leading authority on American folk 
music, Tex starred on Broadway. in more than 70 movies and cut numerous 
records from 1934 onward. He died of a heart attack on 2 January 1974. 
There have not been any recent re-issues of Tex’s albums, but you may pick 
up some titles. Here’s a sample of what you may obtain, if you poke around 
those discount/deletion lists: 


BRITISH TITLES: ‘Fall Away’ (Capitol EST 11351)/‘Every Day In The 
Saddle’ (Ember CW 146)/‘An American Legend’ (Capitol DUO 112) double 
album 

U.S. TITLES: ‘High Noon’ (Hilltop)/‘Tex’ (Hilltop)/‘Legendary 


Supercountry’ (Capitol)/‘Comin’ After Ginny’ (Capitol)/‘Best Of (Capitol)/ 
‘Hillbilly Heaven’ (Capitol)/‘Love You Big As Texas’ (Hilltop). 


a dak ta Gk tek Gk ie tek OX GaX¢ 


Mrs J. Betts of Norwich would like an address to write to Anne Murray. 


I can't find a fan club address Mrs ‘B’, but why not try writing to: EMI 
Records, EMI House, 20 Manchester Square, London W1A 1ES. 


Volkswagen Takes George 


On Longest-Ever Tour 


==" a REEp 
| xt oe 


latins 


For his longest-ever tour of Britain, George Hamilton IV is using a luxury Volkswagen bus and an LT highroof van. 


Volkswagen Light Commercials are sponsoring the three-month tour which began in London on 3rd September, ranging from Inverness to Plymouth. 


DANGER: Publishers warming: Reading Country Music Round Up can seriously involve you with all that goes on in the country music. scene 
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The list seems endless with George 
Hamilton IV starting another long 
tour, Annie McGowan, who 
impressed at Peterborough, 
Wendel Adkins, Kenny Seratt, 
Linda Cassady, Dick Dameron all 
over here, a few others in the 
pipeline but not yet confirmed, 
three weeks at Pontins and the All 
British Country Music Festival at 
Worthing all trying to get the fans 
custom. 


No-one can surely complain about 
lack of choice! But with the 
ordinary punter having only a 
limited amount of money to spend 
the local clubs might find 
attendances suffering yet again. 


THAMESMEAD 
COUNTRY: 


ANOTHER FREEBIE 


It’s a bit early, but here’s a date for 
your diary for next year: Sunday, 
May 29th! The GLC are putting a 
whole day of country music on 
‘free’ at a site in Thamesmead as 
part of the four-day celebration. 


Music is planned from noon until 
10pm and they plan a host of other 
activities as well. As of yet, no acts 
have been finalised but I'm 
announcing the dates to try to 
make sure that none of the local 


club organisers arrange 
something the same day and come 
a financial cropper. More details in 
the New Year. 


PETERBOROUGH 
(was fun in the sun) 


Well, it was most of the time, with 
the luck of Jed Ford holding off the 
rain apart from the last afternoon. 


Most people like Peterborough 
because of it’s friendly carnival like 
atmosphere but they must get more 
Portaloos or the whole festival will 
go down the pan (or won't as the 
case may be). Also several fans 
opinioned to me that the catering 
situation, especially the ‘Gala 
Night With The Stars’, ought to be 
looked at especially with words like 
“tip-off’ and “take-on” being 
bandied about! I was not there, so 
do not feel qualified to comment but 
it would be a shame if something 
basically outside the organisers 
control were to reflect badiy on the 
festival.... 


SNOOPS COUNTRY: 


It was nice to see this group that 
were giving up their time to play 
and collect on behalf of Stoke 
Mandeville in the beer tent get on 
the main stage when one of the 
European acts hit visa trouble, they 
had putin a lot of hard work and 
deserved a bit of glory. 


BRITISH COUNTRY 
‘WHO’S WHO” 


Philip Edbrook of Barncoose, 
Lower Hey Lane, Dysarts, Mossley, 
Lancs, has written to say that he is 
attempting to collate enough 
material for a British Country 
Who's Who, so if you feel you run, 
orran, a band, etc., that might be of 


interest to him, then let him know. 


Roger Humphries 


Dave Kayne, lead, has left and John 
Stannard replaces. The current 
line-up also has Dick Day on bass 
and Alan Cledbury-Jones 

on drums. I note the band is 
working a lot abroad these days, (at 
the time of writing they have just 
commenced a six weeks tour of 
Norway). Aside from October 12th 
until 28th, when they’re touring 
with Dick Dameron, this is followed 
by nearly a month in Germany with 
more gigs in Switzerland awaiting 
confirmation. 


CLUBS: Kathy and 
Joan’s Place 


Has moved to Trent Park Golf Club, 
Bramley Road, Oakwood N14, and 
now meet every Monday except the 
first one each month. If you haven’t 
been there give it atry it is one ofthe 
nicest country music venues in 
London. 


LONDON SCENE 


News from the Greater London Regions 
:: Mick Green =: 


As Peterborough came and went, the autumn silly season is here and as | 
write this, there’s a host of acts touring over here and I’m busily seeing 
just how many | can fit in my diary! 


BORDER PATROL 


These are the friendly lot that 
supplied the security at 
Peterborough Festival. They run a 
club every Friday night at the Treble 
Chance Saloon, Crane Farm Road, 
Basildon, Essex. I don’t usually list 
acts but since the club has been 
inviting me down for a couple of 
years and I haven’t made it, I'll plug 
their dates: October 1; Weston 
Revival. 8th, Muskrats; 15th, 
Freeway; 22nd, Jenny Spellar & 
Spellboud. 29th, Renegade. 


GROSVENOR ROOM 


In addition to their major shows on 
Friday evenings (and they are 
almost always quite excellent and 
well worth a visit). The Grosvenor 
Rooms have opened a nightclub in 
one of their smaller rooms, which 
they now call ‘Nelley’s’ and features 
English country acts and their 
music every Wednesday night 
starring such bands as Muskrats, 
George Moody (English?) and the 
Country Squires, Hickory Lake 
and Country Shack. Infact, most of 
the bands that are popular around 
the south east. 


The venue also plan to feature Irish 
Country acts and country rock 
cabaret nights at the weekends. 
There’s no doubt everything Alvin 
Michaels goes in for, he promotes 
properly, as anyone seeing and 


hearing his stand at Peterborough 
-- (you couldn’t miss it) would 
agree....He really goes out and 
‘beats the bushes’ so thoroughly, 
he deserves any success that 
comes his way! 


REPLY FROM 
RON HOLDICK 


As expected, my report of Kelly 
Howard's view of the country 
music scene brought in more than a 
little mailed comment and I think 
that Ron’s reply sums up most of 
the views of the ‘amateur’ 
promoters when he asks: “How 
would Kelly have got his start if it 
wasn’t for the clubs run, or rather 
subsidised by 
amateurs?”.....““What major 
professional promoter would give 
him a chance?””.....“In this time of 
recession it is no good asking from 
the public, more than they can 
afford to pay”. Ron and three 
others help to run the Rocky Top 
CMC up in Mansfield and the 
reason I use some of his quotes 
herein, is that ‘Both’ Kelly and Ron 
are right.....We do need the local 
club promoters, but we also need 
better venues to encourage the 
acts to get that much better, so 
that they progress too....Also we 
need for our acts to have any 
chance at all to earn a good living 
and for them to stay together long 
enough to really progress, more 


er 


audiences that are sympathetic 
and interested enough to actually 
listen when a band produces 
something different. Well, I can 
dream, can’t I? 


SEPTEMBER’S 
LONDON SCENE: 


Was shorter than usual because I 
had a large review of the Mitre 
which only opened in July in it. A 
month later the club closed, to be 
joined the following Friday by the 
Cockney Country MC. So while 
Franklin Sims in last months letter 
page praises John Ryan’s club, (as I 
have done many times myself). The 
Mitre also had absolutely first class 
acts and was well publicised, but 
not enough people responded and 
just didn’t attend. Sowhat do we do 
when this happens? 


I think with the successes we must 
also report every time there is a 
failure, if only to make people think 
twice before jumping in and getting 
it all wrong. Personally I would like 
every club to be just as successful 
and popular as John’s Harrow 
Club, unfortunately that just can’t 
be so, and sadly every failure 
reflects badly on country music’s 
pulling power as a whole. 


FINALLY... 


‘Your’ information 


tome, as always the address is: 
Mick Green, 11 King Harolds Way, 
Bexleyheath, Kent. 01 10 5784. 


HO ee ee I KK KK KK KKK KK KKK KKK KK 
LONDON’S 
COUNTRY NITESPOT 


AT THE 


Oct Ist: 
£2575 


KKK 


EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 
8.00pm till 2.:00am 


GOOD FOOD 


STARRING 


The Linda Cassady Show 
(Direct from the U.S.A.) 


Wendel] Adkins 


GROSVENOR ROOMS 


Walm Lane, London N.W.2 (opposite Willesden Green Jubilee Line) 


FEATURING COUNTRY DJ, DAVE COX 


““NELLEY’S” 
London’s new Country Night Spot 


Open seven nights a week 


Please telephone for details of 
artists appearing daily 


Wednesday. _____.___ * 
6th: George Moody & The Country Squires 


13th: 
20th: 
27th: 


Skee Laird 
Hard Lines 


Country Shack 


FULLY AIRCONDITIONED 


STARRING 


Oct 22nd: 


£2:50 Emerald 


KKK * 


DANCING IN LUXURIOUS 
SURROUNDINGS 


American Expression 


Oct 8th: 
£2:75 


Burnt Ash 
Hickory Lake 


Little Ginny 
Al King & Hombre 


Your compere every Wednesday: Dave Cox 
< Members 70p. Non-members £1:00 


Oct 29th: 
‘ £2:50 


Nov: 5th 
£2:75 


(Direct from Gilley's Club Texas) 
Free Spirit 


Oct 15th: 
£2:50 


Drew Taylor & Rodeo Times Thursdays: Dave Cox plus top country band 


Jenny Spellar Band 


(Fridays Saturdays Sundays) Phone for full details 


‘ala carte’ 9.00pm to 2.00am 


LOOK OUT FOR: Mel Hague, Tony Goodacre, Muskrats 3rd December: Direct from the U.S.A. - Family Brown 
23rd December: Christmas Party with Muskrats, Expression and many more great acts appearing soon at the Grosvenor Rooms. 
Fully Licenced For Table Reservations & Party Bookings 01 451 0066 Car Park at rear 


KK www KK KKK KK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK 


KO OO OO OO OH 


x 
* 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
a 
x 
* 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
* 
x 
x 
BN 
x 
x 


PAGE TWENTY 


TYNE WEAR 
@ TWEED 


lan Whitelaw 


BE: 
<a usig/ 


CS 


inspite of the last couple of months being right in the middle of the holiday season and therefore traditionally 
quiet months on the local circuit, there was some very good shows staged by this region’s organisers and 
secretaries and a lot of credit was due to them for a first class job, so can | say, well done!! 


CONGRATULATIONS 


The Border CMC up in Berwick 
celebrated it’s third anniversary 
recently, staging a ‘special show to 
mark the occasion. Typical of the 
high esteem with which this club is 
regarded was the way Colorado 
made light of the journey from the 
very north of Scotland to make a 
one off appearance, minus one of 
their number, ‘Davy’, due to 
illness, but the band nevertheless 
managed to put on a show that 
had quality stamped all over it, and 
were rewarded with a great 
ovation at the end of the evening. A 
special message sent via the band 
from the members was to wish 
Davy a speedy recovery. 


Local acts The Dickman Duo and 
Cody both gave two excellent sets 
to complete the evening’s 
entertainment. It was an honour 
for my wife and I,:to be accorded 
special quest status along with 
Gerry Ford and Mrs Ford. The club 
and officials are to be 
congratulated on reaching this 
milestone, there’s no doubt there 
will be many more because of the 
high standard and quality of all 
their shows. 


“GOOD THINGS 


COME IN THREES” 


I'm beginning to believe that old 
saying, because of catching three 
performances by the Collier-Dixon 


Gerry Ford and club secretary Margaret Trotter with Border CMC’s 
celebration cake, on occasion of the club’s third anniversary. 


Line recently. This popular band 
graced the Gunfighters, 
Hedworth, South Tyneside CMC 
at The Grey Hen, and the 
Saddledown CMC, The Ship at 
Whitley Bay. 


The band must be rapidly 
approaching that ideal that Dennis 
Collier has had his mind’s eye for so 
many years....Ifit isn’t, he must be a 
very hard taskmaster indeed! 


I made a special journey over to 
Whitley Bay because I knew how 
highly the band are rated by the 
audiences at the other two venues, 
particularly at The Grey Hen, 
where they appear to have a special 
rapport going. So I especially 
wanted to see how an audience who 
hadn't seen the band before would 
react and I came to the conclusion 


that any chemistry that exists, is 
within the band itself. It’s a pity this 
band is only semi-pro, ifever a band 
was ready for the national circuit it 
has to be this one, ask anyone who 
was at The Saddledown that 
particular evening, the music was 
magic!! 


I was pleased to see that Stella and 
Derek Jones are having more 
success in audience support at this 
venue than at The Starlite Room 
(their previous venue). Success is 
long overdue and very much 
deserved by a couple who have 
never given up the struggle to keep 
country music alive on the north 
bank of the Tyne. 


NEWCOMER 


Nadine was a new name and face to 


me until she fulfilled four bookings 
in the area during August. The Iona 
and Elmfield clubs at Hebburn, the 
Stella Maris at Washington, and 
the Gunfighters at Hedworth. 


I confess to being very impressed 
with this young performer. Backed 
by a predominantly rhythm 
orientated trio, in which there are a 
couple of locally very familiar faces, 
this lady acquitted herself 
remarkably well. She handled 
songs ranging from the sugar sweet 
Wynette ‘Bedtime Story’ to an up 
tempo, Steve Young’s ‘Seven 
Bridges Road’ with equal aplomb. 
Yes, as far as] am concerneda very 
impressive debut 
indeed.....Although perhaps a little 
more tuition is required in her 
diction/delivery, particularly with 
words ending with the letter ‘d’, at 
the moment ‘world over’ and ‘and 
ever’ came over as ‘worl dover’ and 
‘an dever’, but all in all Nadine is 
someone whose progress I'll be 
watching with with a lot of interest. 


NEWCOMER (Part 2) 


When Chuck Layburn and his band 
visited the area during the August 
period, he left me with the 
uncomfortable feeling I had lost ten 
vears on the short journey to the 
Gunfighters. The evenings events 
were a mirror image of the local 
circuit of a decade ago with all the 
Golden Oldies of that era getting an 
airing, even the old failings of 
shortage of material being in 
evidence with some numbers from 
the first set getting a repeat playing 
in the closing spot. I am afraid even 
the staunchest diehard will find this 
diet a little too stodgy. The band 
desperately needs its material 
updating. There’s no objection from 
me to the old standards being 
played but they have to be balanced 
out with some recent material to 
give a programme depth, and I 
think Chuck and his band would do 
well to have a re-think on the 
direction they're currently taking. 
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OLD FAVOURITES 


Ventura Highway made a long 
overdue and welcome return to the 
north east with an appearance at 
The Delta CMC in the Marsden 
Inn, I’m very pleased to see this 
fine little club still operating. Long 
will it continue to do so whilst it can 
attract such a talented duo as this 
pair again proved themselves to 
be. 


I gave up counting after eight 
different instruments had changed 
and interchanged hands. These 
two just have to be the most 
versatile instrumentalists we have, 
in this area anyway. 


Another band that had not made 
an appearance in the region for 
some considerable time was The 
Boothill Boys, they made good this 
omission with appearances at the 
Stella Maris, Ilona, and Gunfighters 
clubs. For some reason this band 
does not seem to be having the 
impact on audiences that it once 
had. I don’t know why, because the 
musical content of their 
programme is as good as ever it 
was. I have a strong suspicion the 
signature tune they use might have 
something to do with this. It is so 
out of character with country music 
that it tends to throw their audience 
off balance at a very bad time ie. 
right at the beginning of their 
programme. Apart from this, I 
particularly enjoyed their 
personalised version of 
‘Everybody's Making It Big’ and 
Phil John’s own composition 
‘Fifteenth Time Around’. 


Keith Manifold also re-discovered 
Tyneside after several years 
absence when he appeared on two 
double bills at the Stella Maris, and 
South Shields Workingmens club 
respectively. At the former venue 
Keith appeared in tandem with Cliff 
Whelan, whilst at the second venue 
he was in company with that very 
find duo Ann & Ray Brett. Both 
clubs are to be congratulated on 


giving the solo and duo acts an 
opportunity to show their talent, as 
opposed to the regular and almost 
automatic booking of bands. One 
comment from one member of an 
audience brought a wry smile 
though, “I thoroughly enjoyed 
that”, he said, “Made a nice 
change, I didn’t have to shout 
above the noise of a band to talk to 
my mate”. Well I suppose it was 
appreciation, of a sort!!? 


(COMIN’ & GOIN’) 


Particularly disappointing news for 
me is the reported disbanding of the 
Tony James Trio. Disappointing 
yes, but not toally unexpected. I’ve 
had the feeling all along that this 
trio had set much too high a 
standard to be appreciated in most 
venues in which they appeared. 
Shay Brogan has left the Country 
Boys and is now backing Sandi 
Hart in Levi's line up, and Paul 
Stephenson leaves Diablo, who are 
now looking for a replacement bass 
player. 


SWEET CHARITY 


Due to late changes Diablo will not 
now appear at the upcoming 
Charity show in the Stella Maris, 
Washington, their place being 
taken by George and Derek, the 
resident duo from the Grey Hen, in 
South Shields. 


On the subject of charity, Larry 
Drummond has asked me to relay 
his thanks to the kind people who 
responded to his request for records 
to play on his hospital radio 
programme. Larry, incidentally 
makes a temporary return to the 
Tyne & Wear column during my 
absence for the next two months, so 
any news should be passed on to 
Larry by telephoning Washington 
466027 during office hours. 


That just about rounds it up for this 
month, so until I see you all again, 
be nice to each other. 


Myself Derek O'Halloran. Ken Harris and 


Country fans are strange people. three 
local residencies play week after 
week. to nicely crowded rooms, yet 
Wolverhampton’s Mr Music, Derek 
O'Halloran presented the other night. 
an extremely rare band (to the 
Midlands). Nick Carter with the 
Yellowstone Picnic Band, including 
the irrepressable Slim Pickins, a six 
piece outfit with a superb harmony 
line up, reminiscent of the Son's of the 
Pioneers. Their ‘Tumbin’ 
Tumbleweeds’ took me back to the 
40's and country music on the 
wireless each Saturday morning, pre 
Dick Barton days! | was only young 
(honest). 


It was a night when the Hollybush 
chose to immitate the ‘Lazyacre’ and 
sit and listen, but what happened to 
the crowd? It was well down on 
average! Why?, Because, perhaps 


we've never seen that band before? 
The same thing happened for the visit 
of Phil Brady and the Ranchers. 


One of the residencies 
aforementioned features Raymond 
Froggatt on Sundays at the Three 
Crowns, Walsall.....Story has it 
Raymond is about to release an 
album. ‘The Best Of’, together with 
some new material laid down in his 
new sound studio in Brum. Apparently 
the queues about 3 months long to get 
in there to record and amongst those 
going in is the man from Kent. cockney 
& western star of Peterborough, Roger 
Humphries. Looks like being a great 
set. 


Ken Harris and the Playboys boogie 
each Friday night at the Dog and 
Partridge, Yardley Road, B’Ham. | 
think Mr Harris could play for a week 


Photo by: Joan Broom 


without a repeat. He always seems to 
dig something fresh from his 
songbook each time | see him. Ken 
tells me that Brian Curtiss, of Train 45. 
who goes back to the Acme Country 
and to early Down Country Boys has 
completed two cassette called 

‘Down Country Boys - The Early Years. 
Vol 1 & 2. The line up then included 
Ken Harris, Brian Curtiss, Dick Newton 
plus others. British Bluegass at its 
very best, 19 tracks or Vol 1 and 20 on 
Vol 2. If. like me, you like to drive to a 
sound that has not been affected by 
traits or time, | can reccommend 
these! 


Another residency happens every 
Tuesday night at the Noahs Ark, 
Pedmore Road, Lye. Hobo-Combo are 
the group. Made up basically of John 
Atkins, Harper’s Ferry plus some of the 
now defunct ‘Iron Horse’ Crew. 


Harpers Ferry became in their time a 
country band with a cult following, 
playing music 8 years ago, of the type 
heard more frequently now. so was 
then considered by some to be ‘rock’. 
Beautiful versions of the songs 
featured by Dr. Hook. with influences 
from Commander Cody. A.A.T.W.. Bob 
Wills and of course Jimmie Rogers. 
We looked in recently and along with a 
packed room. listened to some of the 
nicest sounds I’ve heard for sometime! 


Playing as a five piece they 
demonstrated some very slick 
instrumental breaks between steel and 
lead in an uptempo Silverstein 
number. John Atkins. performed his 
versions of Carrie and Sylvia'a Mother 
either of which equal Ray Sawyer’s. 
This man has come a long way since 
being a very shy sideman in the 
Goodtimers for Patsy Powell. Guest 
singer that evening doing a very tight 
spot. was ol’ golden voice from Lye. Mr 
Larry Mann. Strange thing about Hobo 
though. they won't go on the road. so if 
you wantto catch their act, you gotta go 
to the Noah's Ark. 


Indigo Lady told me the background 
story of their supposed tour south of 
Watford Gap. that they had withdrawn 
from all dates before the start. as the 
money up front barely covered 
expenses. Ingrid Bromley regrets any 
ill feeling that may have arisen from 
this unforunate episode! 


BEST AGAIN 


If he won't write about it. | will, cause ! 
get to know these things. Modesty 
prevents him mentioning it but the 


[October ir Country Muric Month 
WEST MIDLAND 


JIM DUNCAN 


world will find out. Tony Besthas anew 
album ready for release. We already 
have a request into Beacon Country for 
the track ‘The Three Bells’ from it. So 
Bestie looks like having another 
winning album coming up. 


End of The Trail. Kempsey. bounces 
along. the Sth Anniversary show with 
super smooth Bob McKinlay and Dixie 
Fried. sold out 4 weeks before, (nice 
one). Congratulations to the other half 
at Kempsey, Ray on producing Radio 
Wyvern's Country Hour on Worcester’s 
new independant station. shame about 
the time though, 5-6.00pm Sundays. 
clashes with Beacon Country which 
starts at 4.00pm. 


A letter from Babs and Colin Sproson of 
the Memphis CMC.. tells me they are 
withdrawing from promoting country 
music fora while, sad to see you go Col 
and Babs. However, country music is to 
continue at the Red Lion though. the 
show from Cadbury's club is 
transfering don't know what night 
though. 


J.C. Owens and Mountain Dew start a 
regular Wednesday night spot at the 
Railway Tavern. Brownhills, Mountan 
Dew now features a new steel player, 
young Adam Glear. who parents Ron 
and Val seem to have got the Saturday 
gig at the Bramford Arms. Cosley 
established. 


| had a great time at the Peterborough 
Festival with some notable acts. see 
Keith Newton's reports. From our 
patch Ken Harris showed his 
seasoned skill plus the ‘new’ lead. 
Don Kerr fitting right back into place. 


Remember the talent contest at the 
Wulfrun Centre back in March run by 
Tom Murfatt. who went onto have ago 
at The Plough, Wenlock Edge? Well 
the winners of that talent show were 
back in the beer-tent again raising 
money for the Stoke Manderville 
Hospital. and collected over £400, 
well done Kate. 


Yes. the Festival was value and we'll 
see it again next year. But ready 
comment was Jed Ford must avoid 
dropping acts with ‘no explanation’ to 
the paying public. 


| went to Devon for the rest of the week, 
seemed strange that there were no 
gigs around Torquay, but | had a very 
pleasant evening at the Double H. 
Hurran Hotel, with C.M.R.U., 
colleague John Autton, sans beard. 


A good outfit Stringband. very west and 
country. Nice crowd. all locals. no 
people on holiday though, shame. 


Anything by post to 5 Bridle Road. 
Wallaston, Stourbridge. or by phone: 
03843 74806. Don’t get caught or 
killed. 


KEEP COUNTRY 
MUSIC ALIVE 


Help us, help those 
who help themselves, 
and please support 
aur Advertisers. 
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NORTH 
COUNTRY 


REPORT 


*: by Bev Williams : 


We’ve gone and done it again. Popular demand has forced Eve Morris to organise another 
Leeds Hoe Down. Same piace, same time; The Lipman Building, near Leeds Playhouse on 30th 
October. Very cheap drinks and alate bar. All proceeds to the R.S.P.C.A. Tickets available now 
or on the door. Don’t make any arrangements for the following day; you won’t have the energy. 
The caller will be ‘Loony’ Dave Ford and the band Midnight Flyer. You’re all welcome. 


Regional Review 


ACT OF THE MONTH 


Tony Campbell & Brian Reid have 
played music together for 12 years. 
Roland is a newer aquisition but 
has as much to say as either of the 
founder members as I found out 
when they payed a long overdue 
trip to this neck of the woods. 
Starting out in folk clubs in and 
around their native Portsmouth 
they graduated to country music 
and walked off with the prize for 
the best duo at the Wembley 
Festival in 1976. It’s been two and 
a half years since they visited 
Yorkshire, though it’s a wonder 
they made it this time because 
they describe their old Rover as 
being so bad that dogs won't -- 
well, you know what dogs do to 
cars, don’t you. They could” 
probably make a living as 
comedians even if they din’t play 
first class country music, though 
I’m not sure why they asked me to 
question what Brian Maxine knows 
about liplock. Looking very pretty 
in their black catsuits with velvet 
fronts they presented a faultless 
performance of top class 
entertainment that ensures a good 
night, whether in a small club or a 
large theatre..... Their material is 
firmly in the modern vein with 
songs written by Willie Nelson, 
Hoyt Axton, Rick Roberts, Dr. 
Hook and Bobby Bare. Everyone a 
winner. I was entertained by this 
duo (for those wondering, Roland 
is their electronic drummer) ina 
way that has not happened for 
some considerable time. So 
successful was their tour that they 
will be back to play dates before 
the end of the year. 


Whilst in this area they boarded at 
the Magnet Hotel in Castleford. 
’cos it lets them sleep in in the 
morning and one of their gigs was 
actually at the hotel which features 
country music on a Tuesday and 
Friday. Any band touring the area 
could do a lot worse than book in 
here and become one of the family 


Special 
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The last time I'd seen Campbell & 
Reid they had fairly long stylish 
hair, but this time they looked fresh 
out of prison.....It turned out they 
were; having their locks trimmed to 
play TV parts of Japanesse prison 
guards in ‘Tenko’. They've also 
recently completed ten days on 
“Beau Geste’ and two days for the 
Kelly Monteith Show. Interesting 
side lines these boys have? 


MISSED BOB! : 


Hoping to catch Bob McKinlay. I 
ventured forth to the Eastmoor 
WMC in Wakefield. The club was 
only about a third full and featured 
instead a last minute replacement, 
as Bob had flu....It was the New 
Moonshine, who filled the hole 
admirably, with Bill Corner 
obviously enjoying himself.... You 
can support this club every 
Wednesday..... The artists for this 
month being Steppinstone, 
Dillinger and Golbey & Strutt. Nick 
Strutt is currently also a member of 
Natchez Trace who are performing 
really well these days and well 
worth a trip to see anytime. 


TRAIN MEDLEY 


Nobby Clark’s ride across the 
U.S.A. in his train, The Flying 
Scotsman is the subject matter fora 
Yorkshire TV programme due to be 
screened sometime in October. The 
accompanying sound track of ‘train 
songs’ was provided by the ‘all star’ 
British line up of Brian Golbey, Pete 
Stanley, lan Fairburn, Nick Strutt 
and Dave Rowinski with Roy 
Castle, somehow sneaking in witha 
snare drum! Even if you don't like 
trains this programme will be well 
worth looking out for just to hear 
the combined talents of these 
excellent musicians. 


SUCCESS... 


Barry Clark did it again when he 
provided an excellent show at High 
Harrogate WMC. The show 
featured the ever popular Free 
Spirit (catch them on tour with 
Wendel Adkins), Mary & The 
Hollybrooks and was compered by 
Graham Broughton who actually 
got to sing as well! Spurred on by 
his success, Barry hopes to present 
another show in Harrogate 
sometime in December, featuring 
Stu Stevens and Midnight Flyer. 
Watch this space for confirmation. 


JACK’S BACK 


When the Prospect CMC in 
Harrogate played host to Jack 
Parks, aided and abetted by Pat and 
Roger Johns, what a pleasure it was 
to see this veteran performer out 
and about and playing such fine and 
tasty material. This impressive 
evenings performance by Jack 
served to emphasise just what a 
relaxed entertainer he is and once 
again underlined the sort of talent 
missing in a vast majority of so 
called country bands and artists. If 
quality is what is lacking in your 
club, then Jack Parks can supply it! 


The Prospect’s first anniversary 
night, (acts to be confirmed), is on 
Friday October 15th, so credit to all 
the people who have consistantly 
supported this club: especially the 
crowd from the Leonard Cheshire 
home, who always have a good 
time and never miss a club night). 
October also sees the Bill Sykes 
Country Band, then November 12th 
it’s Ryman Country Band and on 
the 26th the Westerners. 


News and views to 5/5 Kingston 
Terrace, Leeds LS1 9BW. 
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The second Hereford FC Festival which was held at 
their Football Ground, I won’t go into detail about it, as 
colleague Wally Wallace has covered it. However, it 
did give me the chance to listen to the London band 
Five Cents who were quite impressive, Gordie West, as 
usual looking a million dollars and sounding great, and 
a bit of Shiloh’s spot, enough to suggest that now they 
are back on the road they are a force to be reckoned 
with. 


TALENT 


Twelve year old Exeter steelie, Sarah, joined up with 
the Lazyacre Roadshow in mid August for a ten day 
tour of Northern Scotland. It was her first time playing 
in Scotland and how the Scots took her to their hearts. 
Working with Sarah, one tends to treat her as one of 
the gang and forget she’s ‘just a kid’. But when you see 
her asking her dad for anice lolly, or having a go onthe 
swings, then a couple of hours later, on stage, turning 
in a performance that anyone twice or three times her 
age would be proud of, then you begin to realise that 
you are witnessing a talent where the sky is certainly 
the limit. And the nicest thing about it is that there is no 
edge on her. Here mum and dad have kept her feet 
firmly on the ground, she’s courteous, polite, 
sometimes naughty, (tells awful jokes!) and not in the 
least swollen headed. Can you imagine what a pain it 
would be, if she was? No, she’s a pleasure to work with 
and a delightful young lady. 


We returned from Scotland on the Bank Holiday 
weekend to do the Miki & Griff show at Farndon, near 
Chester, once again with Clovis Country Band, then the 
following day was Bank Holiday Sunday and the great 
charity country music festival at Kyre Park House, 
Tenbury Wells. Kyre Park House is a home for adult 
spastics, and this is the fifth year they have held this 
event to raise money for the Handicapped Holiday 
Appeal Fund. The day, despite the weather, was a huge 
success with over £2,000 being raised for this very 
worthy cause. The outdoor afternoon show opened in 
fine style with Mustany who set a standard which never 
dropped throughout the entire afternoon with a huge 
crowd enjoying fine performances by Cotton Gin, 
Bobbie & Late Show, Bobby J., Keith Manifold, The 
Cheltenham Can Can Girls, and culminating in the top 
of the bill Miki & Griff accompanied by Mustang, giving 
us a tremendous spot under a large golf umbrella, with 
several hundred country music fans, standing on the 
lawns enjoying it through the pouring rain. British 
country music fans, I salute you. The evening show in 
the marquee was a great success. Clovis opened, 
followed by Cotton Gin, myself, The Great Hanleo and 
Gordie West, who brought the proceedings to a close 
with another one of his excellent performances, winding 
up a great days enjoyment and country music. Ewart 
Morgan and his staff's organisation was superb so it was 
a pleasure to be associated with such a well run festival, 
and to help raise money for such a worthy cause.... 


WREXHAM (WILD WEST) 
FESTIVAL REVIEW 


As this is probably the largest country/western event to 
be staged in our area in the past four years, it justifies 
an extended report. So I thank my friend and assistant 
KenJohnson for attending the Festival for C.M.R.U. on 
my behalf, as I unfortunately had to miss it due to other 
committments. Here is Ken’s report..... 


Attendance eclipsed twelve thousand, a good sunny 
day, blessed a good arena programme for all tastes 
including western shoot-outs, motor cycle displays and 
free fall parachuting. A brilliant display of horse riding 
skills by Gerard Naprous. M.C. for the day was Wally 
Whyton of Radio 2’s Country Club. The showground 
was well laid out with plenty of sideshows, trade stands 
and food stalls. Altogether a well organised festival and 
comments from those who attended the previous 
festival in 1978 was that this one was even better. 
Parking arrangements were superb, matching even the 
biggest of the agricultural shows. An excellent family 
day out at a very modest price. 


The evening concert made a prompt start at 7.30. 
Compere once again was Wally Whyton, showing no 
signs of fatigue considering he had been on the ga since 
8am. he did a good job as link man between the acts. A 
somewhat disappointing turnout in the 2,000 seater 
marquee with an attendance of around 1,200. The 
unenviable task of starting the evening was given to 
dim Ryder, a local singer whose programme consisted 
mainly of ‘cowboy’ songs. He went down fairly well with 
the local audience, finishing his spot with the 
American Trilogy (hardly the song for an opening 
spot). Mustang followed with a 40 minute polished 
performance kicking off with ‘Daytime Friends’ 
through to their ‘Danny Boy’ finale. A well balanced 
programme from a very smartly turned out band, with 


a brilliant version of the Hoyt Axton hit ‘Evangelina’ 
which was most impressive. Their instrumental work 
was excellent and I particularly enjoyed the mandolin 
in their rendition of ‘Molly Darling’. 


The Superb 
Duffy Brothers 


Britain’s answer to Homer and Jethro - Ray and Leo. 
The Duffy Brothers are in my view the funniest country 
act of the British scene, even though I’ve seen them on 
numerous occasions I still find their act totally amusing 
and entertaining. 1,200 people can’t be wrong and the 
whole audience obviously enjoyed a 35 minute set, 
which went all too quickly. 


To follow them was a hard task for Tammy Cline and 
Southern Comfort....A lady with a powerful voice, but 
failed somehow to reach this audience. Her own 
backing group Southern Comfort did a good job witha 
well blended sound, perhaps the song which appeared 
favourite was ‘You've Got A Friend’ with good 
harmonies by the band in evidence. There’s no doubting 
the lady’s talent, she looks good and sounds good, but it 
didn’t quite come off at this concert. 


It was infact the verterans of British country music, Miki 
& Griff that stole the show, with the best performance 
I’ve heard from them in many a long time. Perhaps it 
was the Welsh air, as Griff was certainly “Welcomed in 
the Hillsides’, by a strong Welsh audience. ‘Have I 
Stayed Away Too Long’, ‘A Little Bitty Tear’, ‘Rocking 
Chair’, all long-standing favourites, were well received, 
finishing off with ‘Amazing Grace’, as an encore. 
Certainly a very polished, professional act, with first 
class unobtrusive backing from Mustang, gaining a 
standing ovation from the audience who clearly felt that 
45 minutes on stage was too short. 


Show Finale - Poacher. For a band which in the past I 
personally have always regarded as not really 
‘country’, I was pleasantly surprised by this full 45 
minutes country programme. They are a band with 
excellent harmonies, which was spoilt a little by 
excessive sound level at times on the instruments, as it 
tended to swamp out the vocals. I feel that when it 
comes to vocal harmony they work as a team, but 
instrumentally they play as individuals and perhaps 
would benefit from a little more simplicity. But it was 
still a very good performance, with impact and variety. 
Their new single released in September “You Are No 
Angel’ is a very nice country song well performed. 
Midnight came too quickly and the show finished 
promptly on time. 


Mike Edwards the Festival organiser is to be 
congratulated for all his hard work and for giving 
thousands of people an excellent day’s and evening’s 
entertainment. 


Well that’s it for another month. Thanks Ken for your 
report. Any news comments etc., can reach me at 33 
Lancaster Road, Harlescott Grange, Shrewsbury SY1 
3JZ or by phone to Shrewsbury (0743) 58156. I'll see a 
lot of you at Pontins Festivals at Hemsby 2nd to 9th, 
and Brean Sands 9th to 16th October. Come over and 
say hello. Bye for now. 
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THE British Shoe Corporation 
clubroom in Leicester was the venue 
for a rare visit to the area for 
DESPERADO. The four-piece created a 
fair measure of interest among the 
fans after a mondest start. Gourmets 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming year? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 
about your availability. 


You can do that the whole 
year round with C.M.R.U 
Directory Ads. The cheapest 
and most effecti rm of 


keeping y 


and ask for Rov Edwards 


amongst you may care to make a note 
that the venue has some of the best 
and cheapest meals available 
anywhere on the circuit. 


@ AMERICAN EXPRESSION 
delighted the rather low attendance at 
the Ranch Hands CMC at Underwood. 
The Irishmen and George Kaye on 
fiddle are one of the busiest bands on 
the scene these days and on their 
showing on this occasion the position 
is likely to continue for some time to 
come. 


@ THE Pavilion at Matlock Bath had 
a larger than average attendance for 
one of country’s smallest performers. 
LITTLE GINNY appearing with a six- 
piece session band. repeated the 
outstanding artistic success she had 
at the, otherwise disasterous, Lincoln 
City festival. 


@ BRIGHT and bubbling as ever. 
Ginny’s career has taken on a whole 
new dimension with the change in 
management and this reflects in her 
Stage performances. Without doubt 
the show is worthy of bill-topping 
status just about anywhere in the land. 


@ GIVING tremendous support to 
the Al Country Music Club 
presentation were the NADEN 
BROTHERS. The Blackpool trio 
continue to build on their popularity 
and there was ample evidence that 
PETE NADEN’s vocal range will ensure 


his picking up the CMRU award of 
‘Best British Male Vocalist’ before too 
long. a presentation he so narrowly 
missed after figuring in the 
nominations this year. There is also 
recording activity too on the Naden 
horizon — tracks are being laid down 
with CBS Records — watch out for the 
album it should be a winner! 


@ THERE too was a bang on form 
resident spot from GRAHAM 
BROUGHTON. whose sincerity of 
presentation continues to gain him 
countless new admirers wherever he 
travels. His choice of material. on the 
night. was excellent and the stagecraft 
superb. The type of occasion that lifts 
the depressed scene. restores 
confidence and should ensure that the 
Pavilion is bursting at the seams for 
future presentations. 


@ AFTER a proud history stretching 
back elven years. the Burton-on-Trent 
C&W Club has finally succumbed to the 
malaise of falling attendances. The 
doors are due to close after this month 
unless a last minute reprieve solution 
can be found. 


@ = THERE was little wrong with the 
month's two presentations. KEN 
HARRIS & THE PLAYBOYS played the 
distinctive kind of three-setter that is 
worth travelling more than a few miles 
to see. 


@ THEY were followed up by what 
was the final appearance of Brad and 
Mike as the FREE SPIRIT DUO. Such is 
the popularity of the FREE SPIRIT 
BAND. that the bookings are now. 
almost all. for the entertaining four- 
piece, which, by the time you read this, 
will have almost completed their stint 
on the WENDEL ADKINS tour. There is 
also more than a rumour that they 
could be doing a similar backing job for 
another stateside superstar David 
Allan Coe if the artist lines up a club 
promotional tour of the UK early next 
year — watch out for details. 


BAND CALL 


@ |had a call from Dave of the 
Western Trio recently to remind me 
that they have been in operation in 
various forms for seventeen years. 
which must be some sort of record. 
Dave. Brenda and Ted have a residency 
at the Railway Inn at Shottle and are 
also available for bookings. According 
to Dave they are not overpriced. but 
then you can find out for yourself on 
Wirksworth 2445. 


WHAT’S ON IN 
THE EAST 
MIDLANDS 


THE October club line-up look like this: 


WEEKLY — ROCKY TOP CMC. CLOWNE: 
Ron & Kathy Sanders: Tony Dallas & Katie: 
Terry Wilson: Hombre: Nielson Country Band 
CADES COUNTY CMC. SHIREOAKES: Hombre: 
Dave Bryan with Pat & Roger Johns. Keith 
Manifold. West Virginia: Dale Green & Ken. 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE CMC. HUCKNALL: TBA: 
Tangie County: The Emeralds: Ken Harris & 
The Playboys: Muleskinners. GOLDEN WEST 
CMC. FENTON: Warren Reeves & Clarksburg 
Express. Ventura Highway: Jack Parkes with 
Pat & Roger Johns: Tony Goodacre: Miles & 
Bridget. LONE RANGER CMC. WHITWICK: 
Miles & Bridget: Jeffersons County: 
Expression: The Roger Humphries Band: 
Cherokee. COUNTRY CMC, NEWTOWN. NR. 
LONGNOR. BUXTON: Western Duo with Dave 
Curtis: Misty Mountain with Mel Hague: 
Country Review with Miles & Bridget: Mary 


Miller & Pennine Express with Ben Sherman: | 


Mal Carson Trucking Co. with Graham 
Broughton. 


GRAHAM BROUGHTON 


FORTNIGHTLY — BURTON-ON-TRENT 
C&W CLUB: Mary Miller & Pennine Express: 
Expression: Six Dollar Bill. CAT & FIDDLE. 
KIRK HALLAM: Gordie West: Free Spirit. 


MONTHLY — STAYTHORPE CLUB, 
NEWARK: Train 45 with Big Pete Young, Al 
CMC. PAVILION. MATLOCK BATH: Wendel 
Adkins. Free Spirit Band and Graham 
Broughton: Dick Damron with Roger 
Humphries Band and Graham Broughton. 


CHARCON BAR ‘C’ CMC. HULLAND WARD: 
Mal Carsons Trucking Co. BAR ‘H’ CMC. 
SUTTERTON: Misty Mountain. GREAT HALE 
HALL: (Festival —two days) Duffy Brothers: 
Ricki Sylva: West Virginia: Kelvin 
Henderson: Miles & Bridget: Freightline 
Country. WINKING MAN CMC. UPPER 
HULME. NR. LEEK: Bob McKinlay Duo. 


- SILVER DOLLAR CMC. OAKHAM: Fen Valley 


and Eddie Harper. MIDLAND CMC. 
PEAKDALE: Mountain Davey and the Cajun 
Kid. 


END PIECE 


@ THIS is the last time you will be 
hearing from me on the East Midland’s 
page for a while (who shouted 
hooray?). Changing circumstances 
make it impossible for me to cover the 
region in the way | feel it needs to be 
done. 


@ ITS NOT goodbye. however. | 
hope to have my by-line appearing 
from time to time in CMRU in the 
future. In the meantime | would like to 
thank all the very many friends who 
have helped and assisted me during 
the past years. May you continue to 
prosper in your endeavours for the 
music we all love and if you have time 
for a chat remember the phone 
number is Kegworth 3224 or drop mea 
line at 18 Burley Rise. Kegworth. 
Derby DE7 2DZ. See you around! 


Hello again. Last month | mentioned about the first Oxfordshire all-day country festival 
featuring an international line-up including people like Rattlesnake Annie. Expression 
and Kelvin Henderson. For 6 hours you were offered a great line-up of top acts for just 
£2. The problem was the fact that it was an open air venture. Sadly. only a very small 
amount of non-returnable tickets were sold in advance, so the whole thing was 
cancelled by the organisers. | can only think that the fact that the festival was to be held 
in the open air, put people off buying in advance: because no one could complain at the 
value for money as far as the acts were concerned. 


My thanks to Mick Chandler and 
Tony Croxford of the White Horse 
and Colt 45 Country clubs 
respectively, for letting me know 
how their recent show went. Mick 
info’s that he had yet another full 
house for Tony Best. Gambler and 
Sarah Jory. The chemistry seems 
right down there at the Village Hall 
in Burbage. Mick must be the envy 
of many a promoter. now with an 
assured good house before he even 
books an act! Tony Best was 
presented with the Club 
Entertainer award for 1980/81 by 
Mick, who’s also the Chairman of 
the White Horse club. and Bob 
Newman and Carole Gordon also 
turned up to pick up their awards 
for the best show of 1980/81 as 
members of the Lazyacre 
Roadshow with Tony Best and 
George Foster. Scottish band 
Gambler were also on the bill and 
made a very impressive club debut. 
Good reports have been received 
about this band. The next White 
Horse show features Vision and 
Snuffy Garrett on the 8th October, 
I’m hoping to make it to Burbage 
for the first time for that one - 
fingers crossed! 


The Colt 45 continues to impress 
me with its range of activities. They 
really do a lot both to promote 
their country music club and help 
other clubs besides their own, by 
sending coach parties to visit. Les, 
Carole, Tony, and all the 
committee deserve every 
congratulation for their efforts. 
The Colt 45 now have a large 
western painting at their home 
venue based at Osberton 


Radiators Club in Oxford. It was 
painted by local artist Alan 
Shuffle-bottom. 


Next year I’m told they plan to hire 
a boat for a river trip down the 
Severn with a country band, they 
also promote some special dances 
in addition to their twelve monthly 
nights. Their next date on 22nd 
October, features Ellie Scott with 
Blazing Saddles. 


Worth noting here, that Aubrey 
Lovejoy has joined the Vision 
Package Show and will top the bill 
as from 1983. He will be backed by 
Vision who will also supply backing 
for Sandie De Lane and their own 
lead singer Brian Lewington, doing 
his own spot on the package show. 


Comedian Bumble Clark is the 
other act on the bill. Aubrey 
replaces Tommy Keenan, who dida 
marvellous job throughout 1982 on 
the Package show. The ambitious 
Vision have just published their 
new 8 page A4-size biography to be 
given away at gigs. 


After his brilliant debut show in 
Oxford with the Doug Perry 
Orchestra last year at the Apollo 
Theatre which drew around 1,000 
patrons, Stu Stevens makes a 
return appearance with the same 
orchestra on 4th December. This 
show marks a charity appearance 
in aid of the Haemophilia Society 
and obviously should gain 
considerable interest in the area. 
Tickets went on sale in Mid-August 
with 500 being sold by the end of 
the month, (the box office number 
is Oxford 44544). 


It was the wish of the former 
Chairman of the Oxford 
Haemophilia Society. Andrew 
Aitken. to put the show on, but 
sadly he died before getting plans 
off the ground. Now the 
Haemophilia Society have decided 
to put on the show themselves to 
raise money for the charity which 
aims to help people suffering from 
the disease that Andrew died from. 


Still hot and new on vinyl are the 
EP’s from Cuttin’ Loose and 
Country Thinking (both from the 
Milton Keynes area) and the album 
from Ann & Ray Brett, long-time 
member of the British country 
scene. The two years in the making 
of this LP which was recorded in 
Wellingboro has certainly paid off. 
All tracks are self-penned and 
‘Dreamer’ has been working the 
scene for ages. Barbary Coast and 
Frank Ifield have both used this 
song extensively over the past year 
or so; but the whole album is a 
credit to this popular duo and all 
who worked on the project. 


I'm currently awaiting the new 


SOUTH 
~~ MIDLAND 
‘ REPORT 


Stuart Cameron 


Cotton Gin record with some 
interest and as yet have been 
missed out from the Cuttin’ Loose 
mail-out: but will be pleased to 
comment when I get hold of a copy: 
which leaves ‘Marriane’ by Country 
Thinking to mention. Great little EP 
this for their many fans on the road. 


A nice production too by Alan 
Gowing who also wrote the plug 


track as well as singing lead on it. 
‘Just One Time’ is another good 
track worth of a mention. I 
particularly like the inventive 
synthesizer work by Wally Harding. 


October club news for you (from 
information received - note there 
are still some gaps from clubs who 
haven't met the deadline - 
secretaries please note!) is as 
follows:- 


Abingdon CMC (Preston Road 
Centre, Abingdon): featuring West 
Texas Highway @ Banbury CMC 
(Banbury FC): have Rouchelles: 
Indigo Lady and other T.B.A. @ 
Bicester CMC (Ex-Servicemens 
club, Sheep Street, Bicester): 
feature Cotton Gin; Aubrey Lovejoy 
Band. followed by Maria O’Brien 
and Flicka @ Big K CMC 
(Highworth Recreation Centre): 
sees Indigo Lady plus Chuka @ 
Carteron CMC (Social Centre, 
Carterton): have Gordie West and 
Cuttin’ Loose @ Civil Service, 
Rodney House, Bicester: have 
Vision @ Colt 45 CMC (Osberton 


Radiators Club, Oxford): lists, 
Country Shack plus Mary Miller @ 
Cotswold C&W Promotions (Jentyl 
Gardener Hotel. Tetbury): Rustler 
®@ Cotswold Valley CMC (Milton-U- 
Wynchwood Village Hall): bring in 
Jeannie Sinclair @ End Of The Trail 
CMC (Farmers Arms, Kempsey 
Common): are set for Indigo Lady. 
followed by Train 45 @ The High 
Chapparal CMC (Pressed Steel 


Fisher. Oxford): have Al Barrett’s 
Linemen: Mary Miller and special 
Dinner Dance with Hobo all 
booked in October @ Just 4 CMC 
(Burghfield CSSA Club, Reading): 
sees Chris Beckett and Expression 
@ The Kings Arms, (Woodstock): 
have visits from Ray Eddy, Dave 
Shirley. Shane, James Cooper, 
then Mike Richards @ Last 
Chance CMC (Stewart Hall. Little 
Kimble): have bookings for Kenny 
Fender's Band: Ellie Scott: Burnt 
Ash, then the Muskrats @ 
Longworth Village Hall: sees Tony 
Collins Band @ Marine Ballroom. 
Evesham: have scheduled Aubrey 
Lovejoy’s Band: Patsy Powell & 
The Goodtimers, followed by the 
Perkins Bros. ® Oakridge CMC 
(Brighton Hill Centre, 
Basingstoke): take in the 
Rouchelles; then Tennessee Mash; 
Country Pride: Marston Ferry: 
Campbell and Reid @ Pershore 
CMC (New Inn High Street. 
Pershore): feature Mescaleros @ 
Silver Circle CMC (GPG Holdings 
Ltd.. Dunstable): they meet every 
Wednesday, listed so far:- Dion 
Charles @ MK Divided CMC 
(Milton Keynes FC.. Bletchley): 
every other Sunday. Acts T.B.A. @ 
Tavern CMC (Church House, The 
Croft, Hungerford): has Mike 
Rvder plus support @ West Way 
CMC (Witney Town FC): Sunday 
evenings weekly meeting @ White 
Horse CMC (Village Hall. 
Burbage): Vision plus Snuffy 
Garrett ®@ Silver Dollar CMC 
(Stratton RBL. near Swindon): list 
Santa Fe: True Grit: Aubrey 
Lovejoy Band plus support (at 
Kingsdown School, Swindon). 


If There Is Room? 


Surely one of the best value country 
holidays outside of the Pontins 
week must be the Hoe-down cruise 
to Sweden between the 29th and 
31st October by Pisces Travel. 
There will be good C.M.R.U. 
representation abroad, to see three 
top acts, Poacher, Expression and 
Tony Goodacre, you get to travel on 
the luxury liner “Tor Scandanavia’ 
which was used in the BBC TV 
series ‘Triangle’. You can also 
enjoy a ‘free’ coach trip around 
Gothenberg the package fare costs 
just £37. For fuller details ring 01 
888 7214. Tell them you read about 
it in this publication. 


That’s about it again for another 
month. Please let me have your 
copy or any information at all by 
the 25th of October for the 
November issue. If you wanted 
anything in the October issue, I’m 
afraid you've missed out - that 
illustrates that fact that you’ve got 
to think very far in advance. 


All enquiries to me at Sunnyside, 

Queen Street, Middleton Cheney, 
near Banbury, Oxfordshire (0295) 
710815. Bye for now 


Stop Press 


Anew country club is starting up on 
October 8th at the Rendezvous 
Club, Swindon Town FC., The 
County Ground. Swindon. Local 
band Mississippi Line play the first 
club night followed by Vision and 
the Perkins Brothers. Admission 
prices will be 85p for members and 
£1.25 for guests. All enquiries to 
Swindon 35130. Talking of the 
Perkins Brothers it will be good to 
see them back in this area again 
(they’re doing a 5 day tour of the 
south Midlands). Their dates are: 
27th Silver Circle CMC., 
Dunstable; 28th Triple C, 
Wokingham; 29th Rendezvous 
CMC.. Swindon: 30th Marine 
Ballroom, Evesham; 31st West 
Way CMC.. Witney Town FC., 
Witney. 
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Well, well, well! What an eye-opener, Pinkertons 
(Assorted) Colours proved to be on their first visit to my 


‘local’ Wildwood South CMC 


Years since I'd last seen the erstwhile top of the pop 
charts ‘Colours’ and I have to report that they’ve made 
the transition to ‘our music’ in very fine style....with the 
added advantage of first-class stage presentation, learnt 
in a hard school, Phil Clough, Tony Newman, Mike 
Somerton and Pete Robbins (a good looking bunch, by 
the way!), gave a nicely packed club a whole range of 
country....mainy standards that an old-fashioned 
diehard like me appreciates, but with a touch of the 
‘outlaw’ that pleased just about everyone. 

Reg Lodge has the band slotted in for an October return 
subject to their availability. 


Many thanks to the travelling members of the 
Plaistow...(E. London) based Arizona CMC who 
transported, by coach, a whole load of ’em down to the 
club on this particular night....club sec., ‘Marion’ told 
me that they've been going eighteen months or so, 
operate out of a venue in Grange Road, every Thursday 
It’s a thought, noi original, I'm sure, that other clubs 
might be able to swop nights such as this... 


Bumped into Colin Fearnhead at the club and his lady, 
Rosslyn Ray....the lad was looking a bit glum and seems 
their country spot on Two Counties Radio at 
Bournemouth has got the ‘chop’....temporarily, we 
hope, and it wouldn’t come amiss if a few letter to the 
station arrived in the very near future since the 
programme that was also co-hosted by Pat & Dave 
Street proved a real talking point in the south....but to 
get it back on the air, needs support from all of us! 
Especially since things ciubwise in the Bournemouth 
area seem to be humming....with a new club at the 
Bournemouth Football Club opening on Wednesdays. 


The October programme finds Kelvin Henderson and 
the Peter Mason Band....Currently Peter is looking fora 
‘semi-pro’ or even fulltime drummer, by the way....., 
October also has the incredible Duffy Brothers 

along with Okeh....with Emerald coming in 
November....the club is just on the outskirts of 
Bournemouth on the run-in from Ringwood and the 
north....[ wish em luck, certainly the area is big enough 
for such a venue but are the country fans numerous 
enough to support? 


The above club is fortnightly, unlike the nearby 
Ringwood CMC (still known as the ‘Silver Dollar’ to it’s 
members), which operates every Tuesday out of the 
Avon Country Club at 242 Christchurch Road, 
Ringwood, and a recent visit there (thanks to Alan 
Appleton!), had me enjoying a great evening with 
Liverpool based West Virginia, minus, on this occasion, 
their steelie who had been carted off to hospital the 
night before with some dramatic tummy 
problems....we wish the lad well. 


A nice evening....once the band had settled down to 
‘feeling out’ what us peculiar southerners like, they 
continually filled the floor and their second set included 
‘Tonight The Bottle Let Me Down’, ‘Shoes Keep 
Walking’, ‘Silver Wings’, ‘My Woman My Wife’....well, 
you get the picture? 


Club secretary John McNulty and his lady, Sheila 
looked and sounded quite happy about things, 
although John commented that sometimes it was 
difficult to understand why some bands drew smaller 
crowds... ‘fame’ has little to do with it, apparently. 
Mustn’t forget the excellent grub there...the bar....the 
raffle which is well worth the tickets and the club 
accumulator...some lucky devil picked up £20 that 
night! 


WW ew 


Where else have I been? Not very far....spent a pleasant 
enough evening with a ‘newish’ band locally, Country 
Sunshine, a fiveman outfit who did a charity event at a 
local social club, whose only drawback was that it was 
‘lively’ to the extent of the odd beer mat directed 
unerringly by the children present! 


Some familiar...if not long seen faces among Country 
Sunshine...one went back 10 years since we'd last met, 
but a nice band, outstanding drummer and an ex-rock 
lead guitarist who was something else....given a few 
weeks we’d imagine that this band would prove 
worthwhile, I shall be certainly looking at them again. 


Another venue still looking good in the south is Tom 
Butler’s Ponderosa, away back behind Portsdown Hill 
(Portsmouth) at Boarhunt....regular guest bands on 
Saturdays with some ‘local’ bands doing their own thing 
on two Sundays a month....a far cry from the ‘old days’ 
when it was the place to be....there weren’t many 
others!, but nevertheless still pulling a fair attendance in 
a true ‘western’ atmosphere. 
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Newish venue for ‘country music’ is the atmospheric 
little Celebrity Club at the south coast’s prestige 
yachting marina at Hamble, just outside 
Southampton....with a resident band, Bob Howard & 
Southernroots, every Thursday, it’s probably a case of 
taking country to a usually rather ‘select’ clientel«., 
although I can vouch for the excellent food served, and 
the surroundings...we just hope it catches on. 


Not all that far from Hamble dwelleth one Eddie Smith 
(Ed Nix & Busted)....who reports an ‘incredible’ recent 
tour for northern agent Frank Feeney....the talented lad 
and his band are now looking for something 
‘abroad’....or ‘anything’, as he says....to keep ’em 
together....you can always ring me for info.. 


Chichester CMC down on the Hants/Sussex border is 
still going along,...their newsletter reports the Kenny 
Fender Band as ‘great’, but with the outspoken 
comment about the excess volume! 


Friday October 8th is the Chichester CMC’s concert 
night at St. George Hall, Whyke, to date I don’t know 
who the band is....but on October 23rd it’s Country 
Express...a good ‘local’ one, at their dance, same 
venue, as far as tradition goes. 


Upcoming for bossman Tony Bleach and his merry 
crew are Free Spirit, Emerald. Shag Connors, 
Bandana, etc....and into 1983! 


Letter from one Richard A. Goldsworth (Bill J. Hart as 
he’s known ‘on stage’), puts straight last month’s, (no, 
August!) issue where I had two names apparently 
involved with the same feller....thanks Richard, or Bill, 
for putting things on the right level, and a new phone 
number....Hang on, hang on!, ’tis Leonard 
Goldsworthy who sings and plays as Bill J. Hart. 
brother Richard handles the ‘phone and generally 
helps out! He’s got it right! 


Another note hails from Pontypool, Gwent....from Des 
Anderson....who is a solo singer guitarist with a history 
of some years that includes being a Wembley finalist in 
1978....looking for ‘new areas’ of work, he supplies 
some excellent photo publicity. 


Now, somewhere around I've got a letter anda 
cassette ....the latter’s gone off to an ‘interested 
party’....from Eric Starr...also over in Welsh Wales, a 
songuriter and performer to boot....more of this artiste 
in the next issue. following what I expect to be 
favourable comment from the recipient of the cassette! 


Also! From another solo act who can be had with or 
without a super bass guitarist, a note agreeing, thank 
God, with what I said about him in August! It’s Lee 
Montana getting another mention (you crafty devil!), 
with his statement that he’s got fifty-five gigs in sixty 
days which as | said, cannot be bad, even if they aren’t 
mainly at ‘country’ venues, well, work is work, 
whatever, and as he says, he won’t starve for lack of 
such. 


Lee is up at the country night at the Old Woking 
Recreation Club for a repeat booking in December with 
bassman Keith Baker....thanks for the invite, shows you 
read the little nuggest of information tucked away 
somewhere in this drivel! 


Met up with one of our fairly local ‘top’ artistes, at a not 
unlikely garden fete venue during the week that our 
1982 summer occurred, one Norman Mourant, whose 
familiar tones were heard opening the shindig. The lad 
is well known as Radio Solent’s ‘Deep South’ presenter 
of good country music every Tuesday, plus a stint at 
Lymington Hospital Radio, and of course as, to many of 
us, amuch under-rated and modest guy who could, ifhe 
really sticks at it, put British country in the top ten....the 
years are going by, Norm! 


Asking what I was doing at the fete my reply was a 
truthful one....I get most of my clothes from such affairs, 
as do many discerning but hardup people! 


Well, there you go. Desperately short of forthcoming 
news of events....still at the same address....so keep it 
all coming, will you? 


Note to those ‘little’ but ‘large’ in popularity (we hope) 
venues that lurk around in country inns....let’s hear 
about your club....since a lot of people must be going 
somewhere! For instance, the Tumbleweed at Bridport 
(Dorset), the Texas Star at West Knighton (Dorset), the 
Welcome Inn, Petersfield, (Hants), Prince Of Wales 
(Puddletown, Dorset), Farmers Tavern (Somerset?), 
Kings Theatre, Southsea (Hants)..... How come I didn’t 
know about it’s recent ‘biggie’....with it’s naturally poor 
attendance? 


I've tucked in a couple of photo’s (West Virginia and 
Pinkertons Colours), in the hope that space will allow 
for same....if they don’t appear, at least I’ve tried!) 


Cheers. 
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THE BRITISH 
COUNTRY MUSIC 
ASSOCIATION'S 


1982 
PRESENTATION 


will take place on 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 27th 


at 


PONTIN’S —. 


SAND BAY HOLIDAY VILLAGE 
KEWSTOKE, WESTON -SUPER-MARE 
open to all and featuring 


As part of a whole weekend of fabulous country music 
entertainment starting on Friday November 26th and 
running through until the afternoon of Sunday 28th. 


SANDI HART G LEVI 
CLIFF WHELAN 
FRANK JENNINGS 


JOHNNY SPENCER 


TONY BEST — etc., etc. 


Pete Ryans Country Disco 

plus 

Square Dancing with Tone Howard 
and country music movies 


The cost of the entire package is only £29 plus VAT. 


(Children 14 and under £15 plus VAT) 
that covers accommodation in centrally-heated chalet/bungalows, all meals and 
entertainment, including the awards night! 


Pontin’s Sand Bay Holiday Village 


ees ee et ee SN NOW for Booking Forma: om = 


B.C.M.A. Awards & Gala Weekend, 
Pontins Ltd.. St. Peters Road, Bournemouth BH1 2NT. 
Tel: 0202 295533. 


PAGE TWENTY FOUR 


NORTH WEST 
COMMENT 


BRIAN AHERN 


A Month In The 
Country Wherever 


You Are 


Being a country music fan ‘before country was cool’ gives me, | hope credentials that are required to report on 


North West Comments. 


I see my task to be the one of a reporter rather than a journalist, but to report! will have to be informed. Having 
said that! will be relying on the good will of the country music fraternity of this region to keep me fed with their 
information. Ideally | would like this column to be the voice of the North West. Let me know of your 
involvement and | will try to let the circulation of Country Music Round Up know. 


LOCAL _ 
BAND PROFILE 


This is the first of what I hope to be 
one of many, looks at what this 
region has to offer in the way of 
country bands and entertainers. 


The Pete Elliott Show: Through his 
own choosing Pete Elliott rarely 
works outside of the Greater 
Manchester area. His show 
package is a varied assortment 
ranging from Pete the solo singer/ 
guitarist to a six piece country 


Pete Elliott mainly works 
residencies. At the time of writing 
he can be seen every Sunday lunch 
time and Thursday evening at The 
dolly Hatter in Denton, also every 
Tuesday evening at Thelowes 
Arms in Bredbury near Stockport. 


Pete Elliott is supplimented by a 
mixture of musicians permed from 
bass guitarist lan Stocks.... Keith 
Elliott... Phil Butterworth... lead 
guitarists, Charlie Lilka... Aidy 
Adleson... Pete Cowap... Stuart 
Yates... and Andy Golde... steel 
guitarist Stuart Yates... banjo 
player Neville Hughes. Pete is held 
in high regard by his fellow 
musicians, because of his vast 
knowledge of country music and 
knowledge of the audiences in this 
region, mainly because he’s 
reputed to have worked on every 
stage in Greater Manchester from 
the smallest pub to the massive 
Free Trades Hall over the past ‘25’ 
years. His shows cannot be 
described in the space available in 
this column, but he has an all too 
rare ability of total communication 
with his audience. He always 
insists that the house lights are left 
up during his show. His reasoning 
being, that no one sneaks in or out 
while he is on stage. I’ve had the 
pleasure of knowing Pete Elliott 
throughout his stage career and he 
really is an inspiration to us all in 
this region. 


[RECENT TOURS _ 


My good friends and fellow club 
organisers Eddie Daniels, Pam 
Smith and the team from the High 
Lane CMC. Presented Linda 
Cassady with Dave Bryan and 
Moonshine at St. Christophers 
Social Club in Romiley near 
Stockport. A show that attracted a 
capacity audience. Harry 


Greenhalgh the organiser of the 
Free Spirit fan club along with the 
Hazel Grove CMC, presented 
Wendal Adkins and the Free Spirit 
band at Mirrlees Club Hazel Grove. 
Then Jerry Tohie my old 
Merseyside mate presented 
Rattlesnake Anne McGowan and 
Dark Hollow plus Dillinger at 
Vauxhall Sports and Social Club. 


LOOKING AROUND 
(NORTH WEST) 


Of late Bob McKinlay and Dixie 
Fried are fast becoming the golden 
boys of this area, as they are in 
constant demand locally-...Kenny 
Johnson is setting the woods on fire 
with his Sounds Country 
programme on BBC Radio 
Merseyside. Kenny and his band 
Northwind are now a must for 
modern country music fans. 


Over at BBC Radio Lancashire, 
Bob Roberts is now presenting a 
very updated Country Style prog. 
It’s a pity that it clashes with the 
broadcasting of Corinne Hills, Our 
Kinda Country on BBC Radio 
Manchester. 


Joe Fish, producer of Country 
Cousins for Piccadilly Radio in 
Down Town Manchester, guided a 
party of his listeners on a tour of the 
southern USA ina take your people 
to the music. I like your style 
Joe.....Keith Elliott, brother of the 
aforementioned Pete Elliott, is now 
playing bass guitar with the Karl 
Denver Trio..... The Rainy City 
Bluegrass Boys, are receiving 
critical acclaim after their second 
tour of the south states of America. 
I am all ears awaiting the report of 
local thrush Liz Creach on her 
second state side appearance on 
Bob Everharts Council Bluffs 
shindig. 


HOW IMPORTANT 
IS PUBLICITY @ 
PROMOTION 


Earlier in the year Pete Nelson sat 
in with Joe Fish and Steve Penk on 
Piccadilly Radio's 3 hour Country 
Cousins. The subject being British 
Country Music. I sat in on this 
programme the following week to 
present my views. The reason 
behind this exercise was to justify 
airtime for our own entertainers. 
Pete and I were denied nothing on 
this programme and I think we put 
a good case forward for our British 
Country Music Makers. The 
outcome was an open invitation to 


British acts with records to contact 
Joe Fish with the opportunity to be 
interviewed on his programme. 
One is entitled to think that this 
was a golden chance for valued free 
publicity. Not so. To quote Joe 
Fish, “The response has been very 
poor, even after many repeat 
offers”. but Joe informs me that the 
offer is still open. He can be 
contacted care of Country Cousins, 
Piccadilly Radio, Piccadilly, 
Manchester. Get in there..... 


SUNDAY: _ The Western CMC, 
Stockport ..... The Welcome CMC, 
Leigh ..... Rafter 6 CMC, Worsley 
er The Reform Club, Hazel Grove 
ote St. Marys Social Club. 
Levenshulme ..... Cantril Farm ..... 
British Legion. Merseyside ..... The 
Jolly Hatter, Denton (lunch). 


MONDAY: _ The Bulls Head, 
Hulme, Manchester ..... The 
Queens Arms. Salford ..... The Half 
Way House, near Preston ..... The 
Monns Hotel. Bootle. 


TUESDAY: The Queens Arms. 
Salford ..... The Lowes Arms, 
Bredbury ..... The Weaver. 
Runcorn. 


WEDNESDAY: _ The Spread 
Eagle. Northenden ..... The Mason 
Arms, Whitefield ..... The 
Brookfield Hotel. 
Stockport(rockabilly) ..... The 
Halfway House. near Preston..... 
The Big Western. Moss Side. 


THURSDAY: _ The Jolly Hatter. 
Denton ..... The Queens Arms, 
Salford ..... The Kingsway CMC. 
Rochdale ..... The Spring Gardens. 
Compstall ..... The Police Club. 
Stockport..... The Redway Tavern. 
Keridge ..... The New Ardri Club. 
Manchester ..... Newall Green 
Hotel. Wythenshawe ..... The Bulls 
Head, Hulme. 


FRIDAY: Mottram St. 
Andrews CMC, near Alderley Edge 
(monthly) ..... Sacred Heart CMC, 
Wythenshawe ..... The Imperial 
Hotel, Stockport ..... Cobdens 
Place, Stockport ..... Ups and 
Downs, Stockport ..... The New 
Ardri Club, Manchester ..... The 
Midway Hotel, Levenshulme ..... 
The Rustler CMC, Little Lever. 
near Bolton ..... The Queens Arms, 
Salford ..... The Bulls Head, Hulme 
Secs The Midland CMC, Buxton ..... 
The Carousel Club, Manchester. 


SATURDAY: High Lane CMC, 
Stockport ..... The Moberley CMC, 
Knutsford (monthly) ..... The New 
Ardri Club, Manchester ..... 
Carousel Club, Manchester ..... 
The Country Man CMC, Longnor 
aves The Queens Arms, Salford ..... 
The Red Bull, Hulme ..... St Marys 
Social Club, Levenshulme. 


To North West country music 
involvees. Keep me up to date with 
your activities, well in advance. 
TherI can tell all, that we do 
exist..... Meanwhile may the spirit 
of country music reach out and 
grab ya. 


Allinformation can reach meat 11 
Villdale Avenue. Offerton, 
Stockport SK2 5SQ, tel: 061 483 
9532. 
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OUTH 


EAST 


The closed season for football clubs appears to be their 
‘silly season’ after reading about the Lincoln City 
disaster I travelled with some trepedation to Deal 
Town Football Club ground, in Charles Street. After 
having nearly missed the turning which was 
signposted with a very small piece of carboard I was 
struck with the serinity of the surrounding areai.e. lack 
of traffic, infact almost anything else! But as I 
approched the gates I found they were quarded by a 
couple of mean looking cowboys, (could be they 
frightened a lot of people off). After eventually deciding 
where in the acres of space I would leave the old motor, 
I walked across to the stand where I assumed the stage 
might be. The site was more reminisant of a builders 
yard, with several people shifting scaffold boards and 
poles, but these were no ordinary scaffolders, they were 
infact the members of the Pinto country band...Beinga 
band that pay great attention to detail, | presumed they 
were re-adjusting the stage more to their likeing. 
Unfortunately the truth of the matter was that they had 
arrived to find no stage at all, and they along with one 
dim Coleman had decided to do something about it. So 
as there was not much else going on I rolled up my 
sleeves and lent a hand. Now there can’t be many 
C.M.R.U. reporters that have helped build the stage on 
arrival at a Festival they were reporting, (eat your 
heart out Keith Newton). At this stage (sorry about 
that), I was beginning to wonder quite what would 
happen next. With only about an hour to go before the 
scheduled start I also wondered how they would errect 
the proposed marquee in time, the simple answer was 
they didn’t.... There were rumours it had arrived but 
nobody seemed to know where. Fortunately the bar 
was already on site in the club house and I was sure 
that after a stiff drink I would emerge and find it had all 
been a funny dream, but it appeared one drink was not 
enough to work miracles, maybe two would. Things 
couldn’t get worse, could they? Then ‘Jim’ tells me that 
the Football club chairman had resigned that morning 
and the Festival had been his brainchild and he was 
supposed to be arranging it. The week of the Festival 
he went to Portsmouth (home of another country 
disaster) for his holiday and hadn’t returned till the day 
before the Festival when it appears he then washed his 
hands of the whole thing. The local paper ‘East Kent 
Mercury’ headlined the resignation on their front page. 


Anyway with ‘three’ stages now completed by the Pinto 
construction company, ‘scaffolding with a song’, the 
Festival was all set to start. Has anybody seen the 
audience? An immediate search was organised, 
eventually we found all 3 of them in the bar and 
persuaded them out so the show could start. I was asked 
to announce (to the assembled masses). Pinto who 
gave avery polished performance, especially considering 
everything that had gone before. The band are multi 
talented with all three swopping instruments for nearly 
every song, and sharing lead vocals with nice harmony 
support. A good selection of cross the board country 
which pleased the swelling audience. Nice line in 
stagewear, the band have some nice gigs lined up with 
Tammy Jones and Poacher, plus an EP due out soon 
selling at £1. Once again I was prevailed upon to do the 
link between Pinto and one of East Kent’s best bands 
Blue Country featuring Dave Nutt on pedal steel. A very 
laid back performance with a nicely balanced backing 
and harmonies. They have one of the best singers in 
Kent but have no ambitions to go professional and are 
quite happy with local gigs. By then Radio Medway’s 
Larry Adams had arrived along with Wes McGee and 
Jimmy Dale Gilmour from Texas. So Larry took over the 
links and introduced American Brew and Ronnie 
Winter. Ronnie got a very good reception with shouts for 
more which he obliged. There’s a saying that ‘the old 
songs are the best songs’, that’s certainly true in 
Ronnies case and they certainly seem to be very 
popular. 


American Brew then gave way to one of our top British 
bands, The Muskrats, who fitted in their spot on the way 
to an evening gig at the Golden Eagle CMC., at Dover. 
As always the Muskrats impressed and made new 
friends. 


After the Muskrats which are a difficult band to follow, 
the ‘Lazy Outlaw Wild Bunch’ took over. They specialise 
in western shoot outs etc. They had constructed a 
western street in one corner of the field, which looked 


not unlike a Hollywood film set, with some mean 
looking characters on the sidewalks. They presented a 
lively, if noisy show complete with music and 
commentary. Some of the guns they used sounded 
more like Howitzers. This was the close of the 
afternoon session as such and the weather had stayed 
fine. 


The evening was shared between Dave Keen Country, 
Shackle, Wes McGee and Jimmy Dale Gilmour. The 
audience (what there was) by this time had joined the 
band in the stand to huddle together for warmth and 


: Sean Doherty :: 


shelter as the elements changed for the worse, 
although the music and entertainment remained good. 


Once again it could be asked, where were the football 
club supporters?, and where were the local country 
fans, or even the groups own followers. OK., the 
advertising was not all it might have been, but they did 
get several mentions on Radio Medway and BBC 
Radio 2 Country Club and TVS television plus 
coverage by local papers and posters, though one local 
paper did get the venue and day wrong. 


I'd be curious to know if you are one of the ones who 
didn’t go and you live locally, perhaps you could write 
and tell me why?.....Incidentally about an hour before 
Pinto arrived to start constructing the stage the club 
had held a football match, great organisation, what? 


Club Scene | 


The Triangle CMC., meet as usual at Chilham Village 
Hall, Chilham with Yorkie on the first Monday of the 
month and Wild Country on the third Saturday of the 
month. 


When I spoke to Ron Nunn of the Golden Eagle CMC., 
recently he told me that once again he is having venue 
problems with several possibilities for next year, it 
seems that Ron will be promoting maybe, 8 or 10 
meetings next year either at the Town Hall or the T.A. 
drill hall at Dover. I'll keep you informed as to the actual 
Golden Eagles CMC., movements, as and when I know 
them. 


Dave Ingold phoned me to let me know attendances 
have improved at the Harlow CMC., since he took it 
over. He still has to be careful about who he books as the 
members are very choosy about who they go and see, so 
Dave is playing it safe with the locally popular and kown 
acts. This month Tawny, California Sunset, Burnt Ash 
and Emerald appear at the club which is situated at 
Victoria Hall, Bury Road, Old Harlow in Essex and 
meets every Tuesday. Dave is also putting on a dance 
this month at High Wych Village Hall. 


Geoff and Jean Hyland have another of their special 
country/cabaret dances this month at the Kings Hall, 
Herne Bay, featuring a super double header with The 
Frank Jennings Show plus Chris Beckett and 
Expressions and J.R. Taylor. Their club The Golden 
Spur has its normal meeting this month at the 
Alexander Centre, Faversham with Shiloh and Shackle. 


Bob Bartell is still going on the local scene he now 
works out of Chatham and can be seen every Tuesday 
and Saturday at the Lower Bell public house, at the 
bottom of Blue Bell Hill, near Maidstone. @ The Night 
Riders Club at St. Mary’s Bay, near Dymchurch has a 
dance about once a month, this month Dave Keen 
Country are appearing. @ The Jubilee Trail CMC., this 
month have Cliff Whelan and Country Shack, the club 
meets at the Town Hall, Sittingbourne. @ The 
Kentagon, at Brands Hatch racing circuit continues to 
feature good local bands every Wednesday. @ The Clair 
Hall, Haywards Heath, West Sussex is putting on a 
series on monthly concerts. November 7th features 
Tokyo Matsu, Hamiltons Power, and special guest 
Rattlesnake Annie McGowan, sounds like a show not 
to be missed. @ George IV is in the area again this 
month, see advert elsewhere. 


No excuse there for anybody to miss George, with just 
about every part of this region covered. 


The Pegwell Bay area, of Ramsgate now has two 
regular country venues, The Viking Ship Motel, 
continues its weekly Sunday night meetings, this 
month with Buddy Baker, American Brew, Blue 
Country Honky Tonk Cowboys and Bob Bartell. The 
other venue is the Moonlighters, which is in Peqwell 
village, they feature country music every Thursday. 


Irish act John Quinn and Mandate plan to tour this 
area next year about March time, any interested 
booker could phone John on Banbridge (North 
Ireland) 24045. A nice review of the band appears in the 
September issue C.M.R.U. by Ann Carmody. Next 
month sees a short tour of this region by Johnny 
Spencer, but I’m told there are still a few dates to be 
filled. 


TO ADVERTISE 


IN THIS PAPER 
TELEPHONE 
0522 685507 


C&OT Sage 
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Back in harness again after a tremendous holiday in the Emerald Isle before getting 
down to happenings in the Highlands | feel | must briefly pay tribute to a few of the super 
people | met there. Journalist and promoter Sean Wallace made a marked impression 
on me. One of the holiday highlights was a visit to Sean’s club, the Mourne Valley CMC., 
where the atmosphere hits you the moment you walk through the door....! must admit | 
would like to use some of Sean’s ideas here in Inverness. 


At the club | had the pleasure of 
meeting young entertainer Barbara 
Allen and her father who is also her 
manager. On stage that evening also 
was fiddling Tom Cameron and the 
Outlaws, who hopefully we will see in 
Scotland in the not too distant future. 


Another first class night at the Silver 
Dollar CMC., near Ballyclare, 
definately the best decorated club | 
have ever seen with a built in 
atmosphere which really ought to be 
experienced by anyone in these parts. 
On stage were the Four Aces a very 
pleasant four piece with one of the 
best country drummers I have heard in 
a long time. Responsible for 
introducing us to this club and 
showing us hospitality unlimited in 
their home were Irene and Sammy 
Fee, Sammy no stranger in the north 
of Scotland will have by the time this 
goes to print returned home from a 
successful tour of the Scottish 
Highlands, | make no apologies for a 
bit of crystal gazing here, having seen 
this band on stage their tremendous 
harmonies and presentation 
guarantee a great response. 


We found the Rainbow Country 
Roadshow excellent value for money, 


acts which really impressed were 
Greta Elkin and Ann and Dave, 
unfortunately the ‘big names’ Gene 
Stuart and John Greer left me cold. 
Much as | enjoy Irish songs | fail to 
understand how Gene Stuart could call 
himself a country singer when most of 
his act is of strictly Irish numbers. 
Whilst John Greer seemed to have lost 
track of time, sticking to material so 
old he appeared to have lost all 
feeling for them, (could it be they have 
just become habit). 


Another band | caught up with were 
Wild Honey, unfortunately it was not in 
country venue but they did enough 
country numbers to ensure me that the 
punters will enjoy them when they 
appear in these parts end of October, 
beginning of November and I’m lead to 
believe a fiddle player will be added to 
their line up by this time. 


It was a great pleasure to meetup . 
again with John Quinn and Mandate 
and Terry Nash who all went out of their 
way to make us feel welcome. | can tell 
you these boy’s talents don’t stop at 
singing, (they made sure we were well 
fed!!), and a mention for John’s 
parents who were absolutely 
wonderful to us. 


As Highlands space is limited, | must 
press on with our local news but before 
Ido thanks a million to all the people 
who make our holiday a never to be 
forgotten experience and to those | 
haven't actually mentioned, | haven't 
forgotten you!! 


After a very successful tour in England 
and north Wales, for Gambler who by 
all accounts, the audiences enjoyed 
have a new record on sale and | have 
no doubt will be eagerly snapped up by 
their many fans. 


The Country Jay’s have been down to 
the Countryhouse studios recording 
their latest album. 


Nice comment from Geordie Jack, 
when they recently appeared live on 
Andy Cameron’s Sunday Joint, “We are 
still from Golspie’’. Yes, this is one of 
the factors which makes everyone in 
these parts so proud of Colorado, 
success has made not one little bit of 
difference to them as people. They 
recently took part in a country music 
festival in Budapest, playing to an 
audience of some 20,000, an 
experience I’m told which they » 
thoroughly enjoyed. 


Like all good fairy tales, perhaps Edinburgh and District’s exalted claim to country music fame 
belongs in the “Once upon atime...” category. The steady falling off of attendances has meant 
a serious rethink on club organisers parts and now comes phone calls from club presidents 
Joe Campbell (Pony Express CMC) and Gordon Brayson (Shiloh CWC) confirming closure at 
their respective venues Berry Suite and Bonnyrigg Rose S.C. on the outskirts of the city. Mr 
Brayson informs me the Shiloh depended on support from the city fans and since so many 
opened up in other areas, his club did not attract the fans. With half a dozen clubs going in the 
capitol plus an overdose of ‘free’ entry lounges where country music can be heard, it is no 
surprise the bubble burst. 


Sympathies must go to those diehards 
who strive to keep country music to 
the fore ....Jackie Blair (Tucson 
CMC)... Frank Bell (Penville CMC).... 
to mention only two, folk who have no 
financial reward whatever in their 
long and arduous task and are quite 


content to keep a low profile when the 
plaudits are handed out. What now 
folks? - one can only hope the fairy 
tale will have a “Happy ever after...” 
ending with some new found and 
charming fans. giving country musica 
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— Photo Posters 


normally retail at 25p each but this 
SPECIAL OFFER for bulk orders. gives you 20 for 
ONLY £3:00 plus £1:00 p&p. 


kiss of life in the Edinburgh and 
District area. 


TALK OF THE 


Clubs 

Special 
Limited 

Offer 


A - Boxcar Willie 
B - Rose Marie 

C - Jimmy C. Newman 
D - Don Williams 


Please state 
the number of 


Size: 300mm x 400mm. 


each required. 


~~ Send cheque/P.0. to Country Music Round Up, (Poster offer). 


Good News 


All clubs in the Highland region still 
report plentiful punters on club nights 
which is heartening as the 
holidaymakers have now albut 
disappeared from these parts. Even 
things which looked doubtful like at 
Kinlochleven have taken a turn for the 
better with fund raising activities 
boosting the bank balance, thus 
enabling the country club to keep open. 


Gambler 


Successfully touring in these parts 
recently has been Tracy Wells back 
with Country Jay’s, Tony Best and 
young Sarah Jorey, first time around 
for Sarah who was well accepted by 
all, a charming young lady as well as 
an excellent steel player. 


Jackie & Frenz who appeared at 
Inverness, (it would be nice to see 
them in other clubs) definately nota 
conventional country band but well 
worth booking....Colourful and tuneful 
would be an apt description of Chris 
Beckett & Expression, who made a big 
impact on this area. 


Acts to look for this month are Bob 
Newman and Carol Gordon, The Naden 


DAVE HENDRY 


George Moody & Country Squires 
earned much praise on their first tour 
north of the border. Club reports say 
the band was one of the finest to take 
the stage. particularly in northern 
region where class is a priority when 
acts are engaged into 
Aberdeen....Elgin....Peterhead.... 
Inverness. A late arrival of many fans 
at Edinburgh's Tucson CMC had 
George an Co apprehensive as to the 
outcome of the remainder of the tour. 
but the lads need have no worry as 
Tucson’s committee and members 
were quick to show their appreciation 
before the close of the evening. | 
understand the combo are being 
approached for a speedy return. 
Likewise Grimsby based Sundown 
Country who gave a good show 
throughout their countrywide gigs. 
From Lanark to Tain via Aberdeen and 
Peterhead is no mean fete in 
travelling and the quartet left a hearty 
taste in all venues. Atthis point, group 
leader Bruce Phillips would like to 
thank the venues and clubs for their 
outstanding hospitality and again the 
Sundown Country are in line for a 
greater tour next time round. 


KELLY HOWARD 
SHOCK..... 


Due to illness, the all around Scotland 
tour by Kelly Howard had to be 
cancelled out. Howards agency/ 
management Mic Relf te!ls me Kelly 
had been overstrained by recent tours 
on the continent but will hopefully back 


Brothers, Dave Curtis and Country 
Jay’s and Tony Best returns this time 
with lona and Andy who appear for the 
first time in the Highlands. 


| arrived home to quite a number of 
records unfortunately | haven't found 
time to listen closely to these as yet, 
however as soon as I can, | will give my 
comments on them (for what it’s 
worth). Thanks to the people 
concerned anyway. 


To those who have not yet tuned in to 
Moray Firth Radio’s Country Corner on 
a Saturday between 4.00pm and 
5.00pm, can | strongly advise to do so. 
Mike Devine presents a very pleasant 
country programme, spinning a well 
balanced variety of discs plus airing 
the country club news for the following 
week. Who knows if the listening 
audience swells we may be granted 
even more air time for country music 
(miracles do happen). 


That's it for this month, as usual news, 
views and comments to 56 Kilmuir 
Road, Inverness, or telephone 
Inverness 221268. | enjoy hearing from 
you. 


October is Country Muric Month 


SCOTLAND 


CALLIN 


Kelly Howard © 


up the arranged tour at a later date. 
Meanwhile Mr Relf had a mighty task 
searching for a replacement for Kelly 
and fortune was on the right side when 
‘twas found Gordie West was available 
for some dates. Gordie, a firm 
favourite throughout Scotland can 
always be relied on to give an excellent 
set and it is to be hoped Kelly Howard 
will soon be back in harness. 


ON THE MOVE..... 


Due to a management arrangement/ 
take over, Tucson CMC were politely 
asked to move on. Apparently the new 
owners do not have licence to entertain 
at the Marina Hotel. However, the move 
could be beneficial to Jackie Blair and 
co., as the new venue Claremont Hotel, 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming year? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 


about your availability. 


You can do that the whole 
year round with C.M.R.U. 
Directory Ads. The cheapest 
and most effective form of 
keeping your name inthe 
public eye! 


It can cost you as little 
as £2.50 per week.... 


Telephone 0522 685507 
and ask for Roy Edwards 


CLUB 
SECRETARIES 


Are you selling Britain’s 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


- offering the greatest coverage of 
country music - is available for club 
sales. Why don't you find out details 
and let your members have the 
latest news fast every month? 


Phone 0522 685507 


For details of 
special club rates 


sited at Claremont Crescent is easier 
to locate. Their Sunday spot will havea 
50p charge and the resident band spot 
have been given over to Tucson 
Country. The other venue at Astoria 
Ballroom remains unaltered with the 
fortnightly meets Wednesday's. 


SOUTH BOUND..... 


There’s a change of scenery for yours 
truly this month - Dover and a few other 
far south venues are in the diary and 
who knows a little bit of house hunting 
may be on the cards. 


Next month a view of how the southern 
clubs compare with our own north of 
the border and the band scene check- 
out.....See you. 


A 
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WALLY WALLACE 


SOUTH WALES 


——— oe 


————— or 


He 


It appears that certain country music promoters in south Wales are not 
completely happy with my coverage of their venues activities, where there 
is more than one venue on a particular night, where | go is my choice and 
mine alone, but choosing depends on quite a few factors, like who are the 
acts, when did | last view them, are they new to the area, etc., etc., etc. Also 
with the present depressing economic situation, travelling and expense 
has become a big deciding factor...So if | do not get to ‘YOUR’ venue, you 
can always send me information yourself, which some people are now 
doing, | am only a letter or phone call away, there are some venues which | 
have not yet attended, but |! will try to get to you all sooner or later. 


WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING? 


Looking back over the recent weeks events Cmwbran 
Workingmens Club, Oldbury Road, promoted their 
first country music evening and it featured Alan 
Williams and The Highplainsmen. Over 200 people 
turned up to support the show, which was good 
considering there were two other venues open on the 
same night within a short distance, it’s nice to see 
country music returning to Cwmbran with such great 
support. 


Country Style Promotions (based at Caerphilly) have 
presented another good country music evening at The 
Speedbirds Club, Nantgarw Road....It was Blue Bayou 
who provided two tremendous sets, their outfit 
improves each time I see them, although on this 
occassion they were reduced to a trio through the 
hospitalisation of their drummer in Ireland. Also on 
view were a reformed Shiloh from Worcester, still very 
much a showband, with Billy Farnsworth, constantly 
changing into various costumes to enhance the effects 
of different songs, they seem to have gained a fuller 
overall sound now, well balanced and in Billy they now 
have a second lead vocalist, plus there’s 2, 3,4, and 5 
part harmony, all making them a qroup to look out for 
if they are in your area. The audience attendance 
although quite good was slightly down, but as it was 
the local holiday period and competition from other 
venues, maybe it was to be expected? 


The Colcester CMC is picking up after losing money 
last year, this month they will welcome back Chris 
Beckett’s Expression. The M.K. Divided CMC in Milton 
Keynes have booked the Bedford based group 
Kentucky Country.....Watch out for a new duo on the 
local scene called themselves Foxxy, they consist of 
two fully professional musicians Tony Finch & Harry 
Hull. 


@ This monthsees the annual roundup at the ‘Bar H” 
CMC at Herman’s Holiday Centre, Winterton-on-Sea, 
the event runs for five days from the 2nd to the 6th 
inclusive and features music from the Stetson Country 
Band, West Virginia, George Bromley and California 
Sunset, George Moody & New Silver Ace, other forms 
of entertainment include fast draw comps., tug of war, 
western games, treasure trail, plus a bar-b-que, all the 
activities start at 11am and go through till late at night 
or early morning. Price for the whole event is £18:00 
which also includes accommodation. A reminder also 
that the Bar H CMC meets every Saturday evening 
throughout the year. 


@ The Gala Ballroom in Norwich still hold their 
country night every Saturday, usually featuring two 
bands. Look out for Linda Cassady this month. 


@ The Silver Saddle CMC members meet every 
Sunday at the Sutton Strathe Hotel, nr Stalman, 
Norfolk, the current resident band is Jeannie Lee and 
Country Raine. 


@ Country Thinking can be caught this month at 
The Silver Circle CMC and at the USAF. Lakenheath. 


@ = The Northants CMC meeting fortnightly at the 
Towcester Football Club rooms bring in Jeannie 
Sinclair and Stateside followed by a special show by 
the Buddy Baker Family who I'm told are due to have 
their new LP available by then. 


@ Late bookings for holidays can still be had at 
Pontins Hemsby on Sea between 2nd and 16th offering 
all country entertainment free of charge plus a mass of 
other family activities throughout the days. 


@ The Marine Ballroom in Evesham continue their 
successful country promotions, this month with 
Aubrey Lovejoy, Patsy Powell and the Perkins Bros. 


@ Helen West returns to the scene after a short rest, 
she’s been back into the studios recording a long 
awaited album. Helen is appearing at the Landbeach 


When the Yellowstone Picnic Band with Slim Pickins 
entertained at the Double ‘C’ CMC., held at The 
Roundabout, Newport; they and the club really suffered 
through the clash of dates, having the clubs smallest 
audience to date.....Isn’t it time we got it together and 
avoided such clashes? 


The second country & western music festival, last 
month held at The Hereford United Football Club, 
provided eight great acts, three of whom had to perform 
early in the afternoon, as they had other bookings for 
the evening, Tony Best, Gordie West and Shiloh, but 
another three acts did two sets a piece, these were 
Patchwork, Five Cents and The Muskrats....It was all 
there....Country music, country wear stalls, beer tents, 
food stalls, fast draw competitions, fancy dress...i.e. 
cowboy and cowgirl competition, numerous raffles 
including one for a prize Hereford Bull, and an 
appearance by Black Beauty of TV fame! 


The audience was perhaps not as large as expected, 
mainly I feel because there had been three such days in 
the area within 10 weeks, also the weather on the day, 
(true we only had one small shower), was very overcast, 
always with threats of a heavy downpour. This was 8 
hours of really great country music enjoyed by all who 
did attend. 


Country music is once again rising from the dead in the 
Port Talbot area....It’s found at The Royal Naval Club, 
Aberavon; and organised by the ladies section of that 
club, recent guest artistes have included Cal Ford & 


Marine Park, nr Cambridge, British Legion, Sutton, 
Foxton Village Hall, Manor House Club, Royston, The 
Gala Ballroom, Norwich. 


@ Local group Burnt Ash who have had an excellent 
summer season appear at both the Pontins Festival 
Holidays this month and at the Deri CMC in Rainham 
Essex, also at The Kimbole CMC. Aylesbury. 


@ Pete Sayers (from Newmarket) has started work on 
his new four part series for BBC TV filming is due to 
commence shortly. 


@ Tony Ames band, Trapper have now disbanded but 
a new group is now on the scene called Redwood and 
they are currently recording a cassette, 12 numbers I’m 
told, more info., when available. 


@ George Hamilton IV and Cathie Stewart continue 
their massive tour throughout October and can be seen 
in this region at the Theatre Royal, Norwich, Civic 
Centre, Aylesbury, Royal Spa Threatre, Leamington 
Spa. 


@ The Melbourne Social Club have been booking 
country music on a regular basis lately with top local 
acts like Santa Fe, Suffolk Punch, Country Law, Julie 
Champion & Orion, booked up for this month, I wish 
them well and hope they continue, they meet every 
Saturday evening. 


@ Your support is required in the Cambridgeshire 
area where a new country music club is now being 
formed, with funds currently low, only records are 
played, but any groups or artists that can pop along and 
help them out would be greatly appreciated, they meet 
monthly on the first Wednesday at the Portland House 
Public house, Cambridge, at 8pm. Acts if you want to 
practice you will be made most welcome! 


@ Touring the U.K., at present is Wendal Adkins 
supported by Free Spirit...., the package comes to the 
RAF Lakenheath, and The Roundabout, Gloucester this 
month. 


@ Kettering’s duo, Lockstock & Barrel, make a flying 
visit to Atlanta, Georgia at the beginning of October, 
however on return will visit the Fletton Club, Leicester, 
Phoenix Club, Corby, Buccleuch Hotel, Kettering, The 


Royal Hotel, Kettering, Kingfisher, Corby, Doddington 
WMC and Danesholme Club, Corby. 


The Brakemen, the reformed Rodeo, Blue Bayou, 
Stuart Christian and others. I hope that this venture 
will not meet the opposition that others have in the 
past, as I see it at the moment, we need all the co- 
operation available for success and not ‘break away 
groups’ who open in opposition, then both failing to 
gain enough support. _ leaving nothing!? 


There was two club nights last month at The Fairso 
CMC., Plasmawr Road, Cardiff; the first featured Hank 
Hillman & The Hole In The Wall Gang, (another band 
that improves each time I see them). They have now 
incorporated fiddle and banjo into the act. 


My second visit found The Dave Nash Duo proving 
quite a good evenings entertainment, but it is very hard 
to assess any visiting act to the Fairso, when they have 
to compete with The Clovis Country Band as residents, 
as they are among the best group in south Wales, and 
in my opinion are too good to be just a resident band. 


Five Sunday evenings this month at The O.K. CMC., 
Malpas Unionist Club, Newport provided first class 
entertainment. Since my first viewing of ‘Shalako’ they 
have tightened up their act....Patchwork, (a new group 
from the Hereford area), are a fair four piece with a 
female lead vocalist.... True Grit put in an appearance, 
that provided really first class entertainment. Cripple 
Creek making a return visit, started very nervously, 
probably because they had two regular members 
missing and it took them a little while to settle down, 
but ended up providing a superb evenings 
entertainment. I missed the night the Gregg Suggett 
Trio appeared. 


A very pleasant evening of country music was 
promoted in the picturesque Wye Valley at The Anchor 
Hotel, Tintern; gaining a full house which included a 
bus load from Frys Club (Keynsham), to enjoy the 
country sounds of Al Barrett & his Linemen together 
with Three Piece Suite. 


When I made my long overdue trip down to The 
Swansea CMC, I found a club that is struggling for its 
existence, true there are the hard core of supporters, 
but not enough to raise this club back to its former 
glory! It needs the full support from the country fans in 
the area, one good point worth noting is that children 
are allowed to attend, so no problems about baby 
sitters. Why not drop in. 


On my visit, the Double ‘H’ Syndicate were going 
through their paces, a five piece band, for me their 
strong points being their two lead harmony vocalists, 
but I got the impression the backing musicians needed 
to practice together, as that night they gave the 
impression of being buskers, although it must be said 
they certainly have the ability to become a first class 
group. 


Joe Allen 


| ANGLIA 
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Once a month on the last Friday, you can find country 
music at The Llantwit Major Rugby Football Club and 
according to reports reaching me the usual audience 
averages 100 plus people, but on my first visit (being the 
jonah I am) only about 70 turned up, although they have 
anice comfortable concert room..... Hank Hillman & His 
Hole In The Wall Gang were the booked artistes, and 
they put on a good performance that was enjoyed by all 
who attended. 


Another sell out was assured at The Abergavenny 
Leisure Centre when Free Spirit came a touring, we were 
expecting to see and hear the four piece band, (but 
unfortunately their steelie was hospitalised?) but even 
so, Free Spirit have the ability and talent to overcome 
this little setback, which they did, and presented a 
country music evening second to none, these boys have 
proved over the past that they are among the best in 
British country music. 


The Railroad CMC., held at The Crosshands, 
Martletwy; in ‘west’ Wales is another club which runs 
on a fortnightly cycle, their first club night, last month, 
featured a new name to me, D.C. & The Dudes, but they 
put on superb entertainment, which promptly earned 
them a quick return booking. also featured was Joe E. 
Hamilton and two members of High Chapperal, this 
was Joe’s second visit in two months, but it did ensure a 
vast increase in the number who attended, and together 
they made one fantastic evening. 


The second show featured the Coventry based 
Overland Express, another band which provided 
satisfaction for the punters. During the evening Pete 
Jones the compere at The Railroad made a point of 
congratulating Norman Roach (a founder member), 
who was returned to the position of Chairman for the 
third successive year! 


As we now have a new concert hall here in Cardiff, The 
St. Davids Hall, (it’s one of the finest I have seen), 
providing 2,000 seats on different levels and 
constructed in such a way that wherever one sits you 
are guaranteed to be able to see everything which 
happens on the stage. It’s a six storey building with 
balconys around the outside for those wishing to have a 
bit of fresh air, inside there is the usual Bars and 
cafeterias..... 


The first country artiste to appear there is our front 
cover star Glen Campbell, and I’m reliably told it’s a 
complete sell out, so it’s a good omen. Let’s hope they 
will keep up this kind of support for all future country 
artists who visit, now we have the facilities to put them 
on. 


Well that’s it for this month, any reports of information 
to meat: 21 Harris Avenue, Rumney, Cardiff, telephone 


(0222) 795006. 


@ TheR.A.F.A. club in Corby holds its first country 
evening on 8th October with Warren Reeves & 
Clarksburgh Express, so all of us at C.M.R.U., wish 
them every success. 


@ The High Chapparral CMC, in Cowley, still meet 
every fortnight, upcoming are the Al Barrett Linemen, 
Mary Miller & Pennine Express....Club night ona 
Thursday from 8pm till 11pm. 


@ Doug Olney dropped me a line with the list of acts 
appearing at the Good Times CMC (Stevenage). They 
meet every Sunday. It’s a good October line up of 
Shilo, The Cockatoos, Cool Water, Warren Reeves and 
Bob Howard. 


@ The Westway CMC, (Witney still), also meets 
every Sunday and features Shiloh, Blue Country, 
Johnny Carter, Mary Miller and the Perkins Bros. 


When | popped into the Norfolk Opry recently, it lived up 
to all it claims to be in its advertising, with the luxurious 
Hall holding around 600, membership is £2:00 per 
annum, then about £1:00 on the door. Bar snacks are 
very reasonable. This club meets every Sunday at the 
Northrepps Country Cottage club. 


The Glen Campbell tour, visits The Middleton Hall, 
Milton Keynes on the 17th for a charity event organised 
by the Round Table.... 


Bicester starts a reqular CMC on the Ist, to run every 
other week ona Friday, acts include Cotton Gin, Aubrey 
Lovejoy Band, Maria O’Brian and Flicka. 


Local duo Ann & Ray Brett are off to Nashville for 2 
weeks on the 9th, as part of the prize won earlier in the 
year in the Pontins/C.M.R.U./B-Cal/Daily Mirror, 
Nashville Star Search. We wish them luck with their 
trip. 


The Ipswich CMC., along with the local group 
Cimmarron did a great job entertaining the patients at 
St. Clements Hospital recently, the money raised was 
donated to a much needed mini bus, this is now a yearly 
event. (Well done). 


@ The Obelisk CMC (Kingsthorpe) is still trying to 
keep going, lots of hard work is being put in by the 
organisers, but it desperately needs regular weekly 
support....Double Vision, Snoops Country, and Vision 
are booked, they meet every Friday evening in the 
Obelisk Centre. 


Mention of Vision reminds me they can also be seen on 
the 8th at Burbage Village Hall. 9th, Oxford City 
Football Club. 22nd, Rendezvous Club, Swindon. 23rd, 
Wheelrights, Gloucester. 26th, Silver Circle CMC, 
Ringwood. 29th, Morris Motors, Oxford. 30th, 
Stevenage ESA Club. Northamptons Blue Country are 
at the Westway CMC on the 10th and the 29th at the 
Irish Club, Corby. 


For the third year running the Peterborough Country 
Music Festival gave the fans exactly what they wanted, 
plenty of music combined with a carnival atmosphere 
for all the family to enjoy. Probably the most notable 
fall in number were the C.B. trade stands, most of those 
stalls present last year were missing, but plenty of 
trucks and trailers took their place....Although Anglia 
TV filmed part of the event, this year “Hereward 
Radio’s budget allowed less than a days recording” 
said Terry McKenna. Attendances were up at the 
concerts and co-organiser Wendy Lane said “We’ve 
had a great time and are completely shattered, but 
looking forward to next year”. And so say all of us. A full 
report elsewhere in C.M.R.U. 


Any information please to Joe Allen, 383 Shelley Road, 
Wellingborough, Northants NN8 3EW or ring 
Wellingborough 677352. 
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Desperate 
Dan’s 
COUNTRY 
BAND 


Telephone 


J, Salalat. 1 2a 
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COLT 45 


1976 - Wembley Award Winners 


1977 - George Hamilton IV 
Nationwide Tour 


ALSO available with the 
sensational Mike Scott Tracey 


Ring: Teynham. Kent (0795) §21431 
or Crayford (0322) 53748 


Kettering (0536) 84470 


TWENTY TWO STONES OF 
COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT 


TONY BEST 


Doesn't Just Sing Country - 


FOR THE UNIQUE COUNTRY 
SOUND OF 


he ‘entertains! 


\ instant Audience Appeal 
‘ 
Unique Comedy Style 


a4 And A'Fine Voice. 


Telephone 
061 962 3268 
or 
Manifold Promotions —_, 
Darley Dale Bs 
4625/4821 


Book direct on 


Shrewsbury 58156 
or any 
reputable agency 


FOR ALL YOUR 


J.C. MENS 


te Country 
vocals guitar 


co available 
solo or with 


Bookings: telephone Country Band 
Albrighton 3861 STD 090722 


Z 0925 
\ 32496 


Snuffy 
Garrett 


* 
comedian 
managed instrumentalist 
and supplied by * 
Tel: 0254 
674042 
LIVE PROMOTIONS also available 
0775-68661 /2 


ak Sai 


+ Other TOP Acts.. 
call for details!!! 


6 eR 


HICKORY LAKE 
HICKORY LAKE 


richard de sylve 
pe aiiiaes 


gents for the PROFESSIONALS, 


available as 
duo/trio/4 
piece 


Book Direct:- 
0942 863671 


0302 771287 


37 Wroot Road 
Finningley, Doncaster, 


Anyone wishing to book Mel Hague in the 
South may contact 

Dick Trower in Romford on 0708 41611 for 
the South-East and London...or 

Dave Street in Blandford Forum. Dorset on 
0258 54258 for the South-West 


Fan Club. Send £2:50 (1 year) 
c 0 86 Bickershaw Lane. Abram. Wigan. 
Greater Manchester. 


TEL: 0386 831535 


ADVERTISING 


0522 685507 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming year? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 
about your availability: 


JOHN 
McEVOY 


Country & 
Western 
Guitar 
Vocalist 

For bookings: 

Tel: (062 982) 2438 


Manifold Promotions 


(062 983) 4625/4821 0532-33579 —684529 -0423-58081 


You can do that the whole 
year round with:-C.M.R.U. 
Directory Ads, The cheapest 
and most effective form of 
keepingyour name in the 
public eye! 


All enquiries for 


AMERICAN 
BREW 


to 
FRONTIER 
PROMOTIONS 
Thanet (0843) 821440 


Touring Nationwide. 
Now Also Available as 
an Exciting Full Band 


All Enquiries JO MILLS, 
24 Bankwood Road, 
SHEFFIELD S14 1LT 
0742 641796 (24 hour) 


It can cost you as little 
as £2.50 per week.... 
Telephone 0522 685507 
and ask for Roy Edwards 


Met Hague “GRAVEL BOOTS 
MAIL ORDER ONLY 
ON DISC AND TAPE 
Latest Recordings 
“Live at The Queen Bess”....OGBC 001 
includes “Plastic Girl”...cassette only £4.00 

“Merry Go Round”...LKLP 6558...£4.00 
“Mel Hague...Live”... LKLP 6364...£3.50 
“Old Gravel Boots”... LKLP 6270...£3.50 

“The Winner”... LKLP 6023...£3.00 

All albums available on cassette 


Please include 50p P&P for one LP or £1.00 for three 


or more. For cassettes 25p P&P for {— 

one or 50p for two or more. 4 

OGB RECORDS § 
ws 


DIRECT FROM 
TEXAS 


The RODEO western store brings you 
a range of western clothing for you and 
your lady. Top brands such as H Bar C, 
Acme, Tony Lama & Stetson. Navajo 
jewellery, reb flags. you name it. 
RODEO - part of the scene. 


381 South Road. 
Walkley. 

Shetfield 6 

Tel: 0742/ 330230. 
Catalogue 50p 

Just 10 min. from the M1 


“OHGEEBEE HOUSE” 
37 WROOT RD FINNINGLEY 
DONCASTER DN$ 3DS U.K. 


RATES FOR THIS SECTION AVAILABLE 
FROM: DIRECTORY DEPARTMENT 


If you offer a Service to the Entertainment Industry. 
your name should be in these columns. 


Rates are available from: 


Directory Department: 0522 685507 


Mili: OLLI Ee 
RETRACTABLE 


‘] SEATING 
STAGING 


E&S 
ENTERTAINMENTS 
ARTIST AGENCY 
BOOKING 


Equipment inc | 
+ MCI & Studer tape machines A SHOW IN THE SOUTH 
+ Trident desk WE CAN HELP 
+ JBL/Amcron monitoring 
«Neumann. Electrovoice. Beyer. AKG mics obi 


requirements 
WHOLE SHOWS A SPECIALITY 
country/cabaret 
Telephone 0703 550050 


bate 


Send for FREE CATALOGUE TO-DAY 
We also manufacture Athletic Games, Keep Fit 
Leisure Equipment, Trampolines and Line Marking 
Machines. 


LODGE (CONTRACTS) LTD 
Trading Estate, West Molesey, Surrey. 
Tel: 01-941 2555. 


We can also quote for a complete 
Start to finish service including 
+ Recording » Cutting * Pressing 
+ Label printing + Sleeve design 


01-668 3457/6484 


For All Your Country Requirements Contact 


DAVID ANTHONY 
PROMOTIONS 


649 Knutsford Road. Warrington. Telephone 0925 32496 


| 


Pee 


PAGE TWENTY EIGHT 


TREBLE C CMC 
Victoria Oakley Centre 
West Street Crewe. Cheshire 


(Monthly) 
16 The Tokyo Matsu Show 


featuring 

Tokyo Matsu 
Hamiltons Power 

Dick Damron 

Roger Humphries Band 


WELCOME CMC 
Greyhound Hotel 
East Lancs Road 
Leigh. Lancs 
(Weekly) 


3 Nashville Express 
10 Ben Reece Band 
17 Hank Walters & 
Dusty Road Ramblers 
24 Johnny Carter & 
Hurricane Ridge 
31 Dillinger 


IPSWICH C&W CLUB 

Bridge Ward Cons. Club 

Austin Street 

Ipswich, Suffolk 

(Every Wed. except 1st in month) 


13. Four Wheeled Drive 

20 Buffalo 

27 Johnny Carter & 
Hurricane Ridge 


RUSTLERS CMC 

Little Lever Labour Club 
Near Bolton. Lancs 
(Weekly Fridays) 


1 Arlington Country 
8 Dale Brady 
15 Chuck Folwer Band 
22 Dave McQueen 
29 Country Crear 


064 RAILWAY CMC 
064 Anlaby Road Hull 


(Weekly Friday) 


1. Mary Miller & Pennine Express 


8 Gordie West 
15 Clint’s Collection 
22 GaryBlackmore 
29 Brian Golbey & Nick Strutt 


TUMBLING SHACK CMC 
Greenfield WMC 
Dunsville 

Doncaster 

S. Yorkshire 

(approx every 6 weeks) 


* No show for October 


Next show Sth November 
Muskrats 


LAZYACRE CMC 

Lord Hill Hote! 

Abbey Foregate 
Shrewsbury. Shropshire 
(Fortnightly plus specials) 


17 West Virginia 
lona & Andy 
Tony Best 


WEST WAY CMC 
Witney Town FC 
Oxon ~ 

(Weekly Sunday) 


3 Shiloh 

10 Eddie Dawson & 
Blue Country Band 

17 Johnny Carter & 
Hurricane Ridge 

24 Mary Miller & 
Pennine Express 

31 Perkins Bros. 


TRIANGE CMC 
Chilham Village Hall 
Near Canterbury Kent 


(1st Mon. & 3rd Sat.) 


4 Yorkie 
16 Wild County 


COLT 45 Club 
Osberton Radiators S/S Club 
Frenchay Road Oxford 


22 Country Shack 
Mary Miller & 
Pennine Express 


GOLDEN SPUR CMC 
The Alexander Centre 
Faversham, Kent 


9 Shiloh & Shacille 


extra at Kings Hall. Herne Bay 
23. Frank Jennings Show 
Chris Beckett & Expressions 
J.R. Taylor 


LONGHORN C&W CLUB 
Stable Bar 

White Hart Hotel 

Hayle. Cornwall 
(Weekly Fridays) 
T.B.A. 


WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC 
Millbrook School 
Maybush, Southampton 
(Weekly Saturday) 


2 Rouchelles 
9 . Salt Lake City 
16 Tom Jennings & 
The Nashville Session Band 
23 Brandy, Pope & Sundown 
30 Cherokee 


ABERDEEN C&W CLUB 
Hotel Metro 
17 Market Street Aberdeen 


(Weekly Tuesday) 


5 American Express 
12  Naden Brothers 
Bob NewmanBand 
19 Buckboard 
Mosaic 
26 Dave Curtis 
Country Jays 


TUSCON CMC 

Astoria Ballroom 
Abbeymount Edinburgh 
(Wed Fortnight 


6 Carmel & Country Pride 
20 Special 1st Anniversary Show 
Tony Goodacre & 
Tucson Country Music 


Claremont Hotel 
Claremont Crescent. Edin 


(Sundays) 


3 Tucson Country Music 
10 Tucson Country Music 
17 Tucson Country Music 


MORECAMBE CMC 
Carleton Inn West End Prom. 
Morecambe 414224/416583 


29 Joe Val & New England 
Blue Grass Boys 
American Jig 
Mustang 
Linda Page 
Snuffy Garrett 

BIG WHEEL CMC . 

Eastmoor WMC 

Jacob's Well Lane 

Stanley Road. Wakefield 

(Weekly Wednesday) 


6 Moonshine 
13 Jeannie & Steppinstone 
20 Dillinger 
27 Brian Golbey & Nick Strutt 


MAUREENS C&W CLUB 
Catholic Club Clarence Street 


Cheltenham (Weekly Friday) 


1 Hurricane Ridge 

8 Blazing Saddles 

15 Trampus 

22 Patsy Powell & Goodtimers 
29 Gypsy 


MOONRAKER CMC 
Huntington Terrace Road 
Chadsmoor Cannock. Staffs 
(Weekly Satudays) 


2 Bob McKinlay band 
9 Sydewynder 

16 Desperado 

23 ~‘T.B.A 

30 West Virginia 


BORDER CMC 
Kings Arms 
Berwick on Tweed 


12 Country Jays 
Little Joe 


GOLDEN WEST CMC 


Carpenters Arms 
Fenton Near Torksey, Lincs 


(Sundays) 


3 Warren Reeves & 
Clarksburg Express 
10 Ventura Highway 
17. Jack Parks 
Pat & Roger Johns 
24 Tony Goodacre 
31 Miles & Bridget 


TRIPLE C C&W CLUB 
Perrys Evendons Lane 
Wokingham, Berks 
(Weekly Thursdays) 


7 Harry T. Country band 
14 Country Pride 
21 Cool Water 
28 Perkins Brothers 


SPECIAL CHARITY SHOW 

In aid of Cyctic Fibrosis 

at Triple ‘C’ C&W Club 

2nd Nov: Lorne Gibson 
Maris Collins 
Tony Aston & 
Original Shades 


HARROW CMC 

Morritt Suite Wealdstone FC 
Harrow. Middlesex 

(Weekly Thursdays) 


7 Gary Blackmore 
Colt 45 
14 Hobo 
21 American Expression 
28 | Patsy Powell & Goodtimers 
31 Frank Jennings Syndicate 


A1 CMC 
Pavilion Matlock Bath 


077 385 3168 


10 Wendel Adkins 
Free Spirit Band 
Graham Broughton 

24 Dick Damron 
Roger Humphries Band 
Graham Broughton 


SMOKESTACK CMC 
Heatherton Grange Hotel 
Bradford on Tone 
Taunton, Somerset 
(Weekly Tuesday) 


5 Muskrats 
12. Stringband 
19 Warren Reeves & 
Clarksburgh Express 
°26 Sarah Jory Trio. 


at Brewhouse Theatre, Taunton 
28 Miki & Griff 


JESTERS LOUNGE 
The Braunstone 
Narborough Road 
South Leicester 
(Weekly) 


6 Yellowstone Picnic Band 
13 Road Band 
20 Dick Damron 
Roger Humphries Band 
27 Cherokee 


CHICHESTER CMC 
Lavant Hall & 

St. Georges Hall 
Whyke 


8 Ellie Scott & Southern Blend 
22 County Express 


P COUNTRY 


VIKING SHIP MOTEL 
Pegwell Bay 
Near Ramsgate Kent 


3. Buddy Baker Family 
10 American Brew 
17 Blue Country 
24 Honky Tonk Cowboys 
31 Bob Bartell 


WESTERN CMC 

St Thomas's Cons. Club 
Hindley Street 

Higher Hillgate 
Stockport. Cheshire 


3. Gordie West 
10 Tony Andrew & Raincheck 
17. Kenny Johnson Band 
24 Whiskery Dick 
31 Kellie Band 


YORK CMC 

The Winning Post Hotel 
Bishop Thorpe Road 
(Weekly Thursday) 


7. Gordie West 
14 Bob McKinlay Duo 
21 Keith Manifold 
28 Gnodacre Country 


HIGH LANE CMC 
High Lane Cons. Club 
Buxton Road 

High Lane 

Stockport. Cheshire 
061 449 9495 
(Weekly Saturday) 


2 Dillinger 

9 Midnight Flyer 

16 Clint’s Collection 

23 ~Misty Mountain 

30 Dave McQueen & Montana 


WEST COAST CMC 
Riverside Leisure Centre 
Southport New Road 
Banks. Nr Southport 
Merseyside 

(Weekly Saturday) 


2 White Line Fever 
9 Saddle Tramps 
plus The Homesteaders 
16 Big Tom & The Coloradoes 
23 George C. Smith Band 
30 West Coast 
plus The Gunslingers of Tara 
plus resident country record show 


COLCHESTER CMC 
Woods Leisure Centre 
Braiswick 

Colchester. Essex 
(1st & 3rd Thursdays) 


7 American Expression 
21 Dave Bryan & Moonshine 


BLAIR ATHOLL C&W CLUB 
Athol! Arms Hotel 
(usually monthly) 


1 Prairie Moon 
15 Country Jays 


KRS COUNTRY 

Kodak Hall 

Headstone Drive 
Wealdstone. Middlesex 
(Monthly Saturday) 


9 Al Barretts Linemen 
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COUNTRY M 


RENEGADES CMC 
Town Hail 
Wirksworth 
Derbyshire 

(3 Weekly, Saturday) 
Wirksworth 2472 


16 Emerald Country Band 
Snuffy Garrett 


COUNTRYMAN CMC 

Newtown 

Near Longnor 

Buxton. Derbys 

(Weekly Saturday) 

Longnor 433/Blythe Bridge 3791 


2 Dave Curtis 
Western Trio 
9 Misty Mountain Trio 
Mel Hague 
16 Miles & Bridget 
Country Revue 
23. Mary Miller & 
Pennine Express 
Ben Sherman 
30 Mel Carson Trucking Co. 
Graham Broughton 


CHEQUERS INN 
Bishop Thornton 
Near Harrogate 
(Weekly Wednesday) 


6 Saddletramps 
13 Whiskery Dick 
20 Gordie West Duo 
27 Ryman Country Band 


SUN INN 

Norwood 

Near Otley 
(Weekly Thursday) 


7 Saddletramps 
14 Moonshine Band 
21 R.G. Rogue Band 
28 Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried 


SILVER HORSESHOE Cc 
Sacred Heart Parish Centre 
Floatshall Road 4, 
Manchester 23 
(Monthly Fridays) 
067 998 9782 


1 West Coast 


BUFFALO CMC 
Blacksmiths Arms 
Thornwood 
Epping, Essex 
(Weekly Monday) 


4 Big Wheels 
11 Spelibound 
18 Burnt Ash 
25 Emerald 


RIVERSIDE CMC 
Hertford FC 

West Street 
Hertford 

(Weekly Tuesday) 


§ Spellbound 

12 Shiloh 

19 T.B.A. 

26 George Moody & 
. Country Squires 


WAYFARERS C&W CLUB 
Wayfarers Inn 
Markinch, Fife 

(Weekly) 


7 Buckboard 
14 Union Pacific 
17 Country Jays 
21 Sundowners 
28 Lone Star Raiders 


TUMBLEDOWNWIND CMC 
Royal Victoria Hotel 
Llanberis. Gwynedd 
North Wales 

(Fortnightly Thursday) 


21 Dick Damron Show 


i 
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FOUR ON THE FLOOR CMC 
Hounslow FC 
Denbigh Road 
Hounslow. Middlesex 


(Weekly Tuesday) 


Ken Harris & Playboys 
Emerald 

Skee Laird & Cool Country 
Original Shades 


CADES COUNTY CMC 
Shireoaks M.W. 
Shireoaks 

Near Worksop, Notts. 
(Weekly Friday) 


1 Hombre 
8 Dave Bryan 
Pat & Roger Johns 
15 Keith Manifold 
22 West Virginia 
29 Dale Green & Ken 


LONE RANGER CMC 
North Street WMC 
Whitwick 

Leicester 

(Weekly Monday) 


4 Miles & Bridget 
11 Jefferscn County 
18 Expression 
(2nd club anniversary) 
25 Johnny Carter & 
Hurricane Ridge 


DERI CMC 
Rainham Town FC 
Wennington Road 
Rainham, Essex 
(Weekly Thursday) 


7 George Moody & 
Country Squires 
14 Jefferson County 
21 Aubrey Lovejoy & 
Tennessee Rain 
28 Gary Blackmore 
with Colt 45 


INVERNESS C&W CLUB ae 
Ailsa Suite 7 
inverness Ice Rink 

(Weekly) 


5 Carole Gordon 
Bob Newman 
The Naden Brothers 
12 Buckboard 
19 Dave Curtis & 
Country Jays 
26 Tony Best Roadshow 


EVESHAM C&W CLUB 
Marine Ballroom. __ 
Bridge Street 
Evesham 
(Fortnightly) 


wees 


2 Aubrey Lovejoy 
16 Patsy Powell 
30 Perkins Bros 


SHEFIELD CMC 

The Leadmill 
Leadmill Road 

Nr Rail & Bus Stations 


30 Mel Hague 
Boothill Boys 
Collier Dixon Line 
Down County Boys 


GROSVENOR ROOMS 
Walm Lane 

London NW2 

01 451 0066 
(Weekly Friday) 


1 Linda Cassady Show 
8 Wendel Adkins plus 
Free Spirit 
15 Drew Taylor & Rodeo Times 
Jenny Spellar Band 
22 American Expression 
Emerald 
29 Burnt Ash 
Hickory Lake 


NELLEY’S 

Grosvenor Rooms 
Walm Lane 

London NW2 

01 451 0066 

(Nighly. Wed. Specials) 


6 George Moody & 
Country Squires 
13 Country Shack 
20 Skee Laird 
27 Hard Lines 
Compere Weds.- Dave Cox 


* 
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